














Career & Technology Academies
The Career and Technical Education Department develops
highly prepared and skillful students to meet the challenges of
the 21st century. Students leave high school with a sound
academic background and skills necessary to enter college or
the workforce.

�� Health Professions Academy (HPA) is offered to students 
beginning in the 9th-12th grade.  During their junior year, students
are provided with the opportunity to gain  field experience through
clinical rotations at local hospitals.  During their senior year, 
students have the opportunity to obtain a licensure or certification
in Pharmacology and/or EMT Basic. HPA is offered at Socorro 
High School

�� Academy for Careers in Education is offered to students in 
the 9th -12th  grades.  During  their junior year students gain the 
classroom experience through an internship/partnership with 
SISD elementary and middle schools. The program is available 
at Americas, El Dorado and Socorro High School.

�� Academy Business Careers is offered to high school students
preparing for careers in business and information technology 
and contributes to the preparation of a world-class workforce. 
The program is available at Socorro High School.

�� COSMOS offers students an honors/advanced placement 
curriculum that provides the best possible college preparation 
for  future studies in science and mathematics. The program is 
available at Americas and Socorro High School.

College & Career Prep Programs
�� Synergy is a college bound program that offers students a setting

in which they are academically challenged through curriculum 
integration, cooperative teamwork, and collaborative problem-

solving through real-world applications. Unique to the
Synergy concept is the idea of looping with students

throughout their high school years; that is, teachers
and students stay together through the senior year.

This idea has reaped many benefits for students
as they are well-known, cared for academically and

personally throughout their high school experience. The
program is available at Montwood High School.

�� Montwood Advanced Studies Institute (MASI) is an 
innovative program where students may earn college 
credits through El  Paso Community College while attending
Montwood High School.

Collegiate Forums
The Guidance and Counseling Department has for the

past six years offered collegiate forums for high
school juniors and seniors. From UTEP and

UT Austin to Harvard and Vanderbilt, students
and parents learn about the admission and
financial aid process. By presenting college
officials, SISD is helping students and
parents prepare for life after high school.

El Dorado IB Program
The International Baccalaureate Program at El Dorado High School
prepares students for a successful future.The Program is geared for
students ages 16 to 19 and offers a demanding two-year curriculum
leading to final examinations and a qualification welcomed by leading
universities around the world.The program includes a specialized
curriculum and pedagogy, student assessment, professional development
for teachers and a unique process of school authorization and evaluation.
In its first graduating cohort, eight El Dorado seniors attained the
international diploma and four were accepted by Ivy League Schools.

In August of 2005, Socorro Independent School District and the El Paso
Community College jointly created Mission Early College High School
(MECHS), the first of its kind in West Texas. This unique school
is founded on the belief that many young people are eager
to do serious college work while attending and completing
high school. Highly motivated students obtain a high
school diploma and earn an Associate’s of Arts
Degree in four years. In its 3rd year, Mission has
an enrollment of more than 300 students and
will graduate its first class in 2010. Mission
Early College High School has been
ranked as Exemplary
for the past
two years.

Preparing our kids

Graduation & College Readiness
2007 2008

Total Graduates* 1862 2062
Enrollment in Dual Credit Courses*1700 1993
Dual Credit College Savings* $3,356,310.00 $3,934,779.90
Enrollment in Pre AP/Pre IB 4126 4419
and AP/IB Courses*
Recommended High School 1722 1967
Distinguished Achievement
Program Graduates*
Scholarship/Financial Aid Totals$20,800,000.00 $22,700,000.00
* Source is based on 2007 PEIMS Submission and 2008 PEIMS Projections

Dropout Rate 2005-06 (Grades 9-12)
SISD – 1.0%                     City –3.5%                 State –3.7%

 for the Future

Mission Early College High School


