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Announcement 

Benchmark Information 

A question has been presented regarding administration of the 3 week 

checkpoint, the 6 week checkpoint and the Fall Benchmark.  Campuses have the 

option as to which checkpoints will be administered.  A suggestion has been made 

that if a campus chooses to waive a checkpoint that the 3 week checkpoint is the 

best one to omit.  The following timeline may help in making a campus decision: 

3 weeks ends: November 4, 2016 

Fall Benchmark window: October 31 - November 10, 2016 

6 weeks ends: December 2, 2016 

 

Please Note: You can find more information on our department website 

www.sisd.net/academicservices 

LITERACY  

10 Innovative Learning Stations That Get Students 

Reading 
Re-energize your student readers with these super-smart, tech-savvy learning stations. 

By Shelby Scoffield 

OCTOBER 27, 2016  

 

Whenever I would introduce a new novel to my students, I always got the 
same reaction: Students moaned and groaned about the storyline, expressed 

their lack of interest in the author’s writing style, and proclaimed their 
everlasting boredom with the class as a whole. In order to avoid student 

complaints, I decided to implement book clubs in my classroom—students 
now have the opportunity to work in groups and choose what book they as a 

group want to read for a given unit. 

To read more, click on the link: https://
www.edutopia.org/article/10-innovative-learning-

stations-get-students-reading-shelby-scoffield 

 

RYHT Harvard  
Applications  
 

RYHT is pushing ahead 

with applications for the 

summer of 2017. The link to 

apply to one of six 

institutes is:  http://

www.raiseyourhandtexas.

org/programs/harvard/. 

The six institutes that RYHT 

is sponsoring are School 

Turnaround Leaders, 

Improving Schools: The Art 

of Leadership, Family 

Engagement In Education, 

Closing The Achievement 

Gap, Leadership: An 

Evolving Vision, and 

National Institute For Urban 

School Leaders. To support 

struggling schools across 

the state, changes have 

been made to 

the eligibility requirements 

for the Turnaround Leaders 

and Improving Schools: 

The Art of Leadership 

institutes.  This year, 

applicants for the 

Improving Schools: The Art 

of Leadership Institute 

must currently serve on an 

Improvement Required 

(IR) Year 1 

campus.  Similarly, 

applicants to the 

Turnaround Leaders 

Institute must currently 

serve on IR Year 2 and 

above campuses (i.e., IR 

year 3, IR year 4, IR year 

5…).  Additionally, RYHT 

is accepting team 

applications for the Family 

and Community 

Engagement, Turnaround 

Leaders, and Improving 

Schools: The Art of 

Leadership institutes. 

The deadline to apply is 

Dec. 12th at 8 a.m.  

http://www.sisd.net/Page/29453
https://www.edutopia.org/users/shelby-scoffield
https://www.edutopia.org/article/10-innovative-learning-stations-get-students-reading-shelby-scoffield
https://www.edutopia.org/article/10-innovative-learning-stations-get-students-reading-shelby-scoffield
https://www.edutopia.org/article/10-innovative-learning-stations-get-students-reading-shelby-scoffield
http://www.raiseyourhandtexas.org/programs/harvard/
http://www.raiseyourhandtexas.org/programs/harvard/
http://www.raiseyourhandtexas.org/programs/harvard/


Instructional Rounds 

Due to the Module I and 

Module II training sessions 

for PowerWalks, 

Instructional Rounds for 

November 14th and 15th 

have been cancelled.  

Instructional Rounds will 

be back in full swing on 

January 23rd and 24th 

with blended learning as 

the identified problem of 

practice.  Please click 

here for the latest 

schedule. 

PowerWalks 

PowerWalks Training starts 

November 1st.  Please 

ensure that all campus 

administrators register 

and attend one session 

for each of the three 

modules for Sean Cain’s 

PowerWalks Training.  The 

first module training 

sessions will be held 

November 1st through the 

November 4th at Capt. 

Walter E. Clarke 

MS.  Module 2 will be held 

during the week of 

November 28th and 

Module 3 will be held 

January 10 – 13, 2017. It is 

very important that all 

participants register on 

the staff development 

website for one half-day 

session for each of the 

three modules as the 

sessions can only 

accommodate 20 

participants.  If you have 

any questions, please 

contact Dr. Holly Fields at 

433-8442. 
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Tech News 

  

The Instructional Technology Department will be leading the professional development component for 

the Instructional Rounds scheduled for January 2017. In the past months, Principals and SCEI Coaches 

have attended sessions covering blended learning, technology-rich environments, and correlations 

between TPACK/SAMR/T-TESS. The problem of practice, therefore, will focus on the use of technology 

and its incorporation with instruction to create blended learning opportunities for students. Please 

reach out to our team if you need additional guidance or support (instructionaltech@sisd.net).  

  TM 

Computers are everywhere, changing every industry on the planet. But fewer than half of all schools 

teach computer science. Good news is, we’re on our way to change this. If you've heard about the 

Hour of Code before, you might know it made history. Last year, Socorro ISD joined more than 100 

million students who tried an Hour of Code, which is held annually in recognition of the birthday of 

computing pioneer Admiral Grace Murray Hopper (December 9, 1906).  

This year, let's make it even bigger. We are asking you to join again for the Hour of Code 2016. Please 

get involved with an Hour of Code event during Computer Science Education Week, December 5-11. 

The best Hour of Code experience includes Internet-connected computers. But you don’t need a 

computer for every child, and you can even do the Hour of Code without a computer at all.  

Contact your SISD Instructional Technology Specialist for additional support in making your school’s 

Hour of Code event a great learning experience for our students! Get started with ideas and resources 

at http://hourofcode.com/us  

“The 'Hour of Code™' is a nationwide initiative by Computer Science Education Week [csedweek.org] 

and Code.org [code.org] to introduce millions of students to one hour of computer science and 

computer programming.” 

TM 

NearpodTM is a great blended learning tool shared with teachers across the district, allowing them to 

Import files, add interactive activities, websites, and videos to keep students engaged in their learning. 

Additionally, it allows teachers to synchronize lessons on student devices in the classroom, to get real-

time feedback and post-session reports on student comprehension.  

For any innovative educator on your staff who is comfortable integrating technology into 

their teaching practice, Nearpod offers the Nearpod Certified Educator program. For the 

educator achieving this certification, benefits will include: 

 Receiving product updates, a direct line to the Nearpod team, and connections to 

innovative educators from around the world. 

 Advancing their career without leaving the classroom, have their Nearpod lessons 

promoted by the Nearpod team, and featuring those lessons in the Nearpod store. 

 Get access to 6 months of Nearpod Gold edition (for silver users), exclusive Nearpod 

workshop resources, and swag (upon request) for any events or workshops the 

educator runs. 

Interested educators can learn more and apply here: https://nearpod.com/certified-

educator  

mailto:instructionaltech@sisd.net
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Hopper
http://hourofcode.com/us
https://nearpod.com/certified-educator
https://nearpod.com/certified-educator
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Early Childhood News 

Component Read Aloud (Teacher Models) 

Teacher Does, Student Watches 

Purpose To expose students to rich, 

interesting varied text forms in 

order to build: 

  Vocabulary, syntax,  text 

structure 

  Fluency: speed, accuracy, 

prosody 

  Comprehension 

  An appreciation of literature 

Reading response could be oral or written. Students 

practice what has been purposefully modeled. 

 Model a variety of ways to record thinking (post it 

notes, graphic organizers, highlighting, or marking 

text) while working through text. 

  Model oral and/or written questions or responses 

from the read aloud. 

  Students respond to higher level questions- small 

groups or individually. 

  Question/Answer relationships-Does it make sense? Is 

my answer reasonable? ) 

 Model the use of comprehension skills such as: 

Visualizing, Schema, Inferencing, Determining 

Importance etc. (Fig. 19) 

Time 
15-25 Minutes depending on the grade level. Read aloud could happen at any time 

throughout the day. 

Structure: Whole class at gathering area. Teacher reads, students do not have the text. 

Text Novels, Newspaper, Articles etc. 

Should be at a slightly higher reading level than most students in the class. 

Challenging listening comprehension 

PK-2nd All Contents  

Coming Soon!!  Prekindergarten Training Dates: 

January 2, 2016 

8:30 am – 3:30 pm 

 

Cognitive Coaching for the 16-17 School Year 

In an effort to support the implementation of TTESS, we are close to the end of our final sessions 

for Cognitive Coaching. We will look to have more sessions in the future. The final dates for 

Cohort 4 are below: 

Cohort 4 

August 17-18, 2016 

September 8-9, 2016 

November 15-16, 2016 

December 8-9, 2016 



Grants News 
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The Socorro Independent School District was awarded a prestigious 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation grant to support its innovative WIN 

Academy, currently at 16 SISD schools in grades 2-7.  The grant for 

$800,000 will assist Team SISD to meet its goal of closing the 

achievement gap by increasing the capacity of teachers and the 

implementation of a personalized learning platform.  

 
 
This November’s grant applications focus on Strategic Directive 2: College and Career Readiness.  We will be 

submitting grant applications to increase opportunities for SISD students to earn college credits while still in 

high school.    

 
 
 
 

Four grants were submitted this past month, including three for campuses.  If your campus is in need of 

specific support, you may call Ann Darnell at 915-937-4301 or email her at adarne@sisd.net. 

 
 
 
 
 

Project SMART attended the DoDEA Post Award Meeting in Norfolk, VA on October 17-19, 2016.  SISD was 

awarded another DoDEA five year grant.  DoDEA Grantees attended the workshop to review budget and 

program for the new grant.  Meeting included one-on-one with DoDEA personnel to review grants budgets; 

presentations by Virginia Beach Public Schools Military Students and a tour of the Norfolk Naval Base and the 

George Bush Naval Ship.  Project SMART/SISD has also been selected to mentor a new 2016 DoDEA Grantee, 

Copperas Cove ISD.  Copperas Cove will have the opportunity to visit SISD DoDEA Grant Sites as well as SISD 

DoDEA Grants will visit their program.   

 
 
 
 

mailto:adarne@sisd.net


ELAR News 
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Instructional Focus 

This month’s focus is the Focus Lesson, also known as the Mini Lesson. The focus lesson is a short lesson with a 

narrow focus of instruction that is taught whole group for about 20-25 minutes. The lesson can be for a skill or a 

concept, to extent previous learning, or to introduce strategies. Typically, the lesson precedes the reading 

workshop but teachers can move around the components of the balanced literacy framework to suit their 

needs. Teachers introduce the topic then demonstrate the strategy, skill, or concept by explicitly modeling 

what students should learn.  This is a way chunking skills and concepts for students so that teachers can better 

understand what students are or aren’t learning.  It may be necessary to do more than one mini lesson on a 

given topic before improvement is seen throughout the class. If students are having difficulty with the skill or 

concept, it is better to come to a stopping point and continue the next day by tweaking the lesson.  The 

lesson should never go for more than 20 minutes, as the students are likely no longer listening anyway. The 

more the lesson is chunked the more students are likely to learn! 

English Language Arts and Reading/Social Studies 

Advisory Committee Meetings 

ELAR Committee meetings will be held this month.  

5th Grade   Date: November 29, 2016 

Time: 8:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC  Meeting Room B 

4th Grade   Date: November 30, 2016 

Time: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC Meeting Room B 

Write on the Mark for Elementary and Secondary 

Teachers 

Teachers will be provided with a tool that will assist 

them on focusing on particular editing SE’s from the 

STAAR test (this is primarily to assist our SPED and ELL 

populations, but it will benefit all students). 

Date: November 1, 2016 

Time: 4:30-6:30 PM 

Location: DSC 

Inferencing with Expository Texts for Elementary and 

Secondary Teachers 

Teachers will be provided with an activity that may 

help students to better understand inferencing 

questions on STAAR. 

Date: November 8, 2016 

Time: 4:30-6:30 PM 

Location: DSC 

Birds of a Feather Paired Together for Elementary and 

Secondary Teachers  

Teachers will be provided with a sample activity on 

how to teach paired texts.  

Date: November 15, 2016 

Time: 4:30-6:30 

Location: DSC 

APEX Learning Training (High School ELAR Only) 

Participants will be trained on how to use the APEX 

Learning program. Registration is through Region 19. 

Coaches received an email providing them with details, 

including registration.  

Date: November 7, 2016  

Time: AM session and PM session available 

Location: Region 19 

Secondary English Language Arts and Reading Advisory 

Committee Meetings* 

SELAR Committee meetings will be held this month. Please 

see specifics below” 

Middle School (Grades 6-8) 

Date: November 16, 2016 

Time: 8:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC Project Room 

High School (English I-IV) 

Date: November 17, 2016 

Time: 8:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. 

Location: EDC Conference Room (Old Ed 

Center located on Eastlake Blvd.) 

*SELAR Committee Members Only Please 

Literary Anthology Coordinator Meeting for Elementary and 

Secondary Coordinators 

This is a scheduled meeting for anthology coordinators. 

Date: November 3, 2016 

Time: 4:30-5:30 

Location: DSC 



Math News 
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Elementary 
 

Why Do Kids Need to Learn Math Facts? 

So what’s the big deal with math facts?  Why in today’s day and age – with calculators and computers – do 

our kids really need to rote learn their basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and division?  Isn’t this just ‘old 

school’? In this article we’ll touch on why kids need to learn math fact fluency.  But first, what do we mean by 

math fact fluency? 

Math facts fluency refers to the ability to recall the basic facts in all four operations accurately, quickly and 

effortlessly.  When students achieve automaticity with these facts, they have attained a level of mastery that 

enables them to retrieve them for long-term memory without conscious effort or attention.  

Brain imaging studies have shown how the progression from effortful processes, such as finger counting, to 

automatized retrieval is associated with actual changes in the regions of the brain involved in mathematical computation (Rivera, Reiss, 

Eckert and Menon, 2005). 

So why focus on math facts? 

 

Math facts fluency leads to higher order mathematics 

Through automaticity students free up their working memory and can devote it to problem solving and learning new concepts and skills 

(Geary, 1994).  Quite simply, a lack of fluency in basic math fact recall significantly hinders a child’s subsequent progress with problem-

solving, algebra and higher-order math concept.  

 

Fluent math facts mean less confusion 

Math facts are important because they form the building blocks for higher-level math concepts.  When a child masters his/her math 

facts, these concepts will be significantly easier and the student will be better equipped to solve them faster.  If the child spends a lot of 

time doing the basic facts, he/she is more likely to be confused with the processes and get lost in their calculations. 

 

Math fact automaticity affects performance – not only in math 

In later elementary, students have longer and more complicated computations to complete to check their understanding of various 

concepts.  At this stage, if a student does not have his/her math facts committed to memory, he/she will spend a disproportionate 

amount of time figuring out the smaller calculations and risk not completing the test.  This not only affects their performance in math 

class, but will also in other subjects, such as science and geography. 

 

Less math anxiety 

Math can be compared to languages in some ways.  Just like you have to learn to combine letters into words and words into sentences 

– and we have strategies like phonics and sight words to help kids to learn to read - math facts are the foundation blocks for learning 

the next level of math's.  There is rote learning involved in both language and math mastery. Math anxiety starts when children fall 

behind and can’t keep up.  To avoid these anxieties, students’ early elementary years should focus on learning the foundation math 

skills needed for later years – math facts are among those important math skills. 

-K5 Learning Blog 

 

Math Fluency Websites: 

https://xtramath.org/#/home/index 

http://www.mathfactspro.com/mathfluencygame.html#/math-facts-addition-games 

http://www.factmonster.com/math/flashcard.html?op[0]=addition&level=2 

http://www.multiplication.com/games/all-games 

 

Upcoming dates: 

Thursday, October 27, 2016 – 3rd Grade Math/Science Teacher Advisory committee 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 - 4th Grade Math/Science Teacher Advisory committee 

Thursday, September 17, 2016 – 5th Grade Math/Science Teacher Advisory committee 

 

Secondary 

 Check out the 6th, 7th, 8th, and MSL (Math as a Second Language) LiveBinders. Updates were made and now include more 

resources and tools. 

 iReady training for Puentes, Sun Ridge, and Hernando middle schools will be provided on November 9th. This training will be for 

ELAR and Math teachers. We will be sending details of the times and locations soon. 

 Content Advisory Committees will continue...Geometry and Algebra II on November 30, 2016. 

Focus of the Month 

Pre plan seed questions into lessons and plan for a mini 5 minute activity that includes: THINK - WRITE - SMALL GROUP TALK - WHOLE 

GROUP DISCUSSION.  

https://xtramath.org/#/home/index
http://www.mathfactspro.com/mathfluencygame.html#/math-facts-addition-games
http://www.factmonster.com/math/flashcard.html?op%5b0%5d=addition&level=2
http://www.multiplication.com/games/all-games


Science News 
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 Science Fair season continues! 

November 5, 2016 – Elementary Science Fair @ Mission Ridge Elementary School 

December 10, 2016 – Middle School Science Fair @ Pebble Hills High School 

January 21, 2017 – High School Science Fair @ Pebble Hills High School 

 

If you need additional information, please contact Ms. Jennifer Ellis-Martinez (jellis@sisd.net) for elementary 

science or Ms. Stephanie Carrasco (ycarra@sisd.net) for secondary science questions. 

Embedding the Process Standards in Science 

Because at least 40% of the STAAR and EOC will be dual-coded with process standards; science projects 

and investigations are a great opportunity for students to practice those abilities.  Process standards include 

student expectations related to the scientific process, from developing a good question and hypothesis, to 

planning an experiment, and measuring and collecting data to create graphs.  And then in turn, inferring 

and predicting from their data to draw conclusions about the topic they are investigating.  Process 

standards also address expectations for science safety during investigations, and the importance of using 

models to understand ideas that are either too large or too small to study directly.   

What is an investigation? 

A school laboratory investigation (also referred to as a lab) is defined as an experience in the laboratory, the 

classroom, or the field that provides students with opportunities to interact directly with natural phenomena 

or with data collected by others using tools, materials, data collection techniques, and models.  (National 

Research Council, National Science Education Standards) 

Types of investigations 

Scientists use 3 different types of investigations to research and develop explanations for events in nature.  

Because there are several types of investigations, investigations can be embedded into the classroom in a 

variety of ways.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigations and student projects incorporate reading and writing to communicate students’ interest in 

their topic and conclusions about what they have learned from their project.  Investigations also incorporate 

data collection and mathematical analysis to determine trends and patterns.  Investigations can help 

students develop a better understanding about how the world works and increase science literacy; factors 

that will help students make better decisions about what they see and hear in the news, and how they 

problem solve everyday situations. 

 

 

mailto:jellis@sisd.net
mailto:ycarra@sisd.net


Social Studies News  
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Station Idea of the Month:  Lap Books! 

Lap books are a great way for students in any grade level to display their learning of a topic or unit in a 

holistic manner.  Integrate Celebrate Freedom Week during the Balanced Literacy Workshop and have 

students create lap books covering a variety of topics, such as the Founding Fathers, what freedom means, 

the Bill of Rights, and the U.S. Constitution! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know...? 

On October 2, 1967, Thurgood Marshall became the first African American sworn in as associate justice in the 

U.S. Supreme Court.   In 1777, the first big American victory during the Revolutionary War occurred at the 

Battle of Saratoga when British General John Burgoyne surrendered his army of 5,700 men to American 

General Horatio Gate. 

 

A Look Ahead: 

A SE that is vertically aligned from Kindergarten through high school is that of our civic responsibility of voting!  

Please help students understand the importance of informed decision making when it comes to casting their 

votes.  Election Day is Tuesday, November 8, 2016! 
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Upcoming Trainings for GT, AVID, DI, and UIL 

DUAL CREDIT/EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL 

SPRING 2017 

IMPORTANT   DATES   TO   REMEMBER 

For textbook purposes, please copy ntorre02@sisd.net on all ERF submissions to EPCC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Academics 

Date Professional Development Time Location 

November 4, 2016 UIL District Student Congress 

(SISD, EPISD & YiSD0 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm Canutillo ISD 

November 10, 2016 GT Campus Coordinators 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm  DSC Room B 

November 12, 2016 GT Core Training 8:30 am - 3:30 pm DSC Room B 

November 14, 2016 AVID Secondary 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm Montwood HS 

November 16, 2016 Family Game Night (Parents only) 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Room AB 

November 19, 2016 GT Core Training 8:30 am - 3:30 pm Room AB 

Due Date Forms 

November 4, 2016 ERF for Online Courses at HS/ECHS campus  

November 18, 2016 ERF for Courses at EPCC CAMPUS  

November 18, 2016 ERF ONSITE Courses at ECHS  

January 9, 2017 ADD/DROP ERF ONSITE AND EPCC Campus Courses  

January 15, 2017 Spring EPCC Classes Start Date  

January 30, 2017 DC/ECHS Census Date  

May 13, 2017 
  

Spring EPCC Classes End Date 

Our UIL webpage has been updated to 

include resources for UIL Coordinators. It is 

separated by Elementary, Middle School, 

and High School. Each link provides 

information about each UIL event, campus 

divisions, handbooks, and a link to the 

virtual platform “Edmodo.” This virtual 

environment allows coordinators to ask 

questions, exchange ideas, and provide 

useful information to other coordinators. This 

will also will help create capacity for our 

program while supporting the need of 

campuses. The main UIL webpage also 

features links for the Academic Calendar of 

Events, Forms, Resource Links, Meeting 

Notes, and Frequently Asked Questions.   

mailto:ntorre02@sisd.net
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Bilingual Buzz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karina Silva Schulte, Director of the Bilingual/ESL Department.     
                                       

Ms. Schulte has been a school administrator, a bilingual teacher, and a senior field trainer analyst for the 

Texas Literacy Initiative at IPSI.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Bilingual and Multilingual Education and a 

Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction. 

 

Also new to our department:                                                                                                                           

Terry Saldaña – Bilingual/ESL Instructional Specialist 

 

Bilingual Instructional  Specialist and their assignments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Trainings 

 

 

Rosemary De La Rosa 
rodelarosa@sisd.net 

Nora Gutierrez 
ngutie@sisd.net 

Terry Saldaña  
msalda04@sisd.net 

Virginia Carrillo 
varri05@sisd.net 

PK/K ESL Academies Professional  
Development 

LPAC - District Support TIAs 

 Elementary Campus 
Support 

Secondary ESL  
Academy 

Middle School Campus 
Support 

OLPT Testing 

LPAC  - District Support High School Campus 
Support 

Latino Literacy Project Elementary Campus 
Support 

Date Training Time Location 

November 8, 2016 Sheltered Instruction – Day 1 8:00 am – 3:00 pm DSC HR/
Orientation Room 

November 18, 2016 Bilingual TIAs Training 8:30 am - 11:30 am  
12:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

DSC Room B 

November 29, 2016 LPAC Monthly Meeting 8:00 am – 11:00 am 
12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

DSC Room A 



Research and Evaluation Dept. 
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2016 District Fall Benchmarks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016-2017 TSI Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A TSI Proctor Training will be offered on October 25, 2016 from 4:30 – 5:45 at the DSC in the downstairs 

Computer Lab.   

 

Please note: 

TEA is currently working on changing what was formally known as the Accommodations Triangle to reflect the 

new online accommodations.  Once TEA has finalized all the accommodations changes, they will be posting 

them online at http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/accommodations/.  

For any additional questions, please contact Sergio Maldonado at (915) 937-0294 or smaldo@sisd.net. 

8th Grade Activity /Test 

August 1 - August 30, 2016 Apply Texas Window 

October 31 - November 18, 2016 PAAM Window 

November 28 - December 16, 2016 TSI Testing Window 

Spring Semester 10th Grade Activity /Test 

January 9– January 27, 2017 Apply Texas Window 

April 3 - 28, 2017 PAAM Window/ TSI Testing Window 

Fall Semester 10th Grade Activity /Test 

August 1—August 30, 2016 Apply Texas Window 

October 31 - November 18, 2016 PAAM Window 

November 28—December 16, 2016 TSI Testing Window 

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/accommodations/
mailto:smaldo@sisd.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Development 

 

We will be offering CPI Training EVERY MONTH for the 2016-2017 school year. This will facilitate the opportunity for every 

campus to train their TBSI campus core teams.  

 

Just as a reminder, every campus must have a TBSI campus core team  which should consist of (at minimum) one special 

education teacher, one general education teacher, and one administrator. Every campus will have specific needs and 

may have to train additional faculty or staff in order to best meet those campus issues or needs.    

All training dates are currently posted on the Staff Development website. Each training date is restricted to ONLY 40  

PARTICIPANTS, therefore it is best to register early. It is also recommended that if a campus plans to train a large number of 

people, they stagger their staff to attend different training dates throughout the year.    

 

CPI: Nonviolent Crisis Intervention 

Date:   November 29-30, 2016 

Time:    8:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Place:  DSC Room CD 

Audience:  TBSI Campus Core Teams 

 

What Teachers Should Know and Do:  

Meet with your General Education Teachers in order to:  

- Interpret the IEP.  

- Review accommodations/modifications/PLAAFPS/goals and/or objectives/BIPs and any assistive technology.  

- Create student/learner profile.  

- Make sure that ARD dates, for the year, are scheduled and communicated to the appropriate personnel.  

- Draft goals/objectives, which should be provided to parents 10 days before the scheduled ARD.     

 

Experience & Learning Pyramid  

Special Education Department 
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Title Date Time Location 

Co-Teaching That Works 

(Audience: Co-Teach Teams) 

November 16, 2016 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Eastlake HS 

STAAR Alt2 Updates November 29, 2016 8:30 am - 11:30 am 

12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

EDC Conference Room 

Pre-K/ Kinder Collaborative Training 

(Audience: SPED and Regular Ed Teachers) 

November 30, 2016 8:30 am - 11:30 am 

12:30 pm - 3:30 pm  

TBD 

November 14-18, 2016 

C:/Users/mmarti04/Documents/DIBELS NEXT Benchmarks


State and Federal Programs 
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State Compensatory Education Funding is used specifically to address the needs of At Risk students. Districts 

are required to keep time and effort logs for staff paid with SCE funds. Districts are required to monitor how we 

address the needs of At Risk students. Below is a list of common noncompliance that is sometimes found. State 

and federal programs ask that you do everything possible to ensure that these issues of noncompliance do 

not happen at your campuses.  

 

Most Common SCE Noncompliance Findings 

Position No. 1 – SCEI Coaches 

 The SCEI fails to complete time and effort. Personnel paid with SCE funds must have payroll 

documentation, such as time and effort to support charges. 

 The SCEI fails to adhere to submitted intervention schedule. The documented primary purpose of the SCEI 

coach position is to provide the campus with instructional interventions to support coded at-risk students.  

 The SCEI performs administrative duties. A SCE position may not be administrative in nature. SCEI coaches 

should be supporting teachers and at-risk students in core curriculum.   

Position No. 2 – SCE Instructional Aides 

 Lack of schedules. 

 Schedules with no identified at-risk students assigned.  

 Progress monitoring for at-risk student has not been completed to show program intent is on target.  

 Aides used to chaperone field trips. 

 Aides used to cover classes. 

Position No. 3 – SCE Library/ Instructional Aides 

 The library aide fails to complete time and effort.  

 Miscoding of NONSCE or Library time in weekly logs.  

 Aides used to cover classes. 

 Schedules with no identified at-risk students assigned. 

Additional Findings - Coding errors in PEIMS 

 Coding ineligible students to a supplemental state allotment program.  

 SCE positions should be serving only coded at-risk students throughout the day or what the FTE specifies. 

Additional Findings - Unallowable cost charged to the program. 

 Staff development extra duty pay may not be funded through SCE. 

 Robotics equipment does not qualify to be an SCE expenditure.  

 Food is not an allowable cost. 

 The services must be part of delivery of academic instruction supplemental to the regular program and be 

reflected in the comprehensive needs assessment. In contrast, programs such after school tutoring for 

students at risk of dropping out of school would qualify. Additionally, all costs must be reasonable and 

necessary. 

Additional Findings- Underutilization of supplemental state allotments 

 Stockpiling materials at the end of the year is not allowable.  

 End of year computer purchases are unallowable. 

Additional Findings - Under budgeting for supplemental state allotments 

 Not budgeting first for students that failed end of course (EOC) assessment instruments required for 

graduation. 
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