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SISD Best in Education Prize Scholarship Essay Contest 

Eligibility and Rules 

Essay Topic 

How have you or your family done more with less? 

Eligibility 

The contest is open to 2018 graduating seniors in all high schools in the Socorro Independent School District. The student-written 

essays may be submitted by the student or the student’s teacher, counselor, parent or other representative. Teachers and 

counselors may submit unlimited entries, but only one essay per student. 

Essay length/format 

Essays must adhere to the following length and format requirements: 

 Typed in Times New Roman font

 12 point font size

 1.5 spacing

 1-inch margins all around

 One to three pages maximum in length

Submissions that do not meet these requirements or exceed the length requirement will not be considered. 

Submission/Deadline 

A print copy of the essay must be hand delivered to Cristal Cisneros or Brianda Gonzalez in the Public Relations Department at 

the SISD District Service Center, 12440 Rojas Dr. Essays will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 

until the deadline at 4:30 p.m. May 1, 2018. 

Students must submit a completed entry form with their essay. Essays will not be accepted without a completed entry form. Essays 

will not be accepted after the deadline of 4:30 p.m. May 1, 2018. 

Judging 

The contest will be judged in two rounds to determine semi-finalists and final winners. Essays will be judged on parameters specified 

in a rubric. Essays will be judged on whether the writing addresses the essay topic, the originality and creativity of the response, 

and correct use of grammar and mechanics. 

Winners 

Five winners will be selected. Each winner will be awarded $1,000 to use toward college or university tuition. Winners will be 

announced in spring 2018. Winners will be required to provide their college/university information that they plan to enroll in for the 

fall of 2018. The monetary award may be issued directly to the winners’ college/university that they will attend in the fall of 2018. 

Plagiarism 

All essays must be the original work of the student whose name is listed on the submitted essay. Plagiarism will result in 

disqualification. Students may seek help from parents, teachers, counselors on mechanics (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 

grammar), but not on the content of the essay. 

Ownership and use 

The ownership of any submission remains the property of the writer, but entry into the competition constitutes the entrant's 

permission and consent, without compensation, with or without attribution, for the Socorro Independent School District to use, 

reproduce, transmit, post, distribute, adapt, edit, and/or display the submission. 


