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HE’S BACK!!! Steve Troxel named Slider Principal
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PEP RALLY SUPPORTS TEAMS AND OLWEUS

A single student who bullies can have a wideranging impact on the students they bully,
students who observe bullying, and the
overall climate of the school and community.

Most everyone was dressed in white
in the Slider Middle School gymnasium as
faculty and students alike celebrated the
Slider sports teams, and promoted the
Olweus Anti-bullying program.
Olweus is the district-wide program
that has been proven to prevent and
reduce bullying in schools.
Slider’s band welcomed the students
into the gym with a playlist that included,
“Born this Way,” “Last Friday Night,” and
“We Will Rock You.”
Once the rally was underway, Mrs.
Kern, who organized the rally, introduced
her Slider Preforming Arts students.
Eighth graders, Sean White, John Kotter,
and Dorian Espinoza opened the
festivities with a rap song about bullying
that that they had written. Once in
formation, SPA performed a spirited hiphop routine, including headstands and a
“baby freeze.” The reaction of the
students in attendance made the
performers realize that all the practices
before school started had paid oﬀ.

Then, the coaches introduced their
teams, who showed their Stallion Pride by
wearing their sport uniforms. Head
Football Coach Mr. Hernandez, as well as
coaches Elmer and Frischmann,
introduced the undefeated seventh and
eighth grade football teams. The football
teams did their signature grenade drop
where they all fall on the ground after
someone throws and imaginary grenade.
Coaches Sierra and Trujillo
introduced their undefeated volleyball A
teams, and Coaches Morales and Overton
showed oﬀ the B teams. Coach Gatei also
introduced his Cross Country runners.
Coach Sierra, who also coaches the
Starlets, introduced her squad who
performed a professional routine,
including stunts and pyramids. Starlet
captain, Shianne Garza, reminded
students of Slider’s bullying rules. Finally,
the band wrapped up the festivities with
Slider’s fight song, giving the Stallions the
confidence to destroy the Montwood
Moose!
By Andy Carmona & Sabrina Fierro

STUDENTS HAVE MIXED REACTIONS ABOUT NEW SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM
Did you eat breakfast today? It is a proven fact that the
students who eat breakfast are more likely to establish healthier
habits later in life. They also are likely to behave in school, and
at home. They also have fewer absences and incidences of
tardiness.
Breakfast is the most important meal of the day and now it
can be eaten in the classroom every morning. The cafeteria staﬀ
makes the breakfast and delivers the food in ice chests before
school starts. The breakfast is completely free and available to
all students. Cafeteria manager, Mrs. Jimenez said, “The food is
very delicious and everybody should try it.” The cafeteria staﬀ
reports that it was hard at first and about fifty percent of the
food was wasted, but now the waste is at around 3o precent and
is getting lower as students plan to eat at school.
“The breakfast is the perfect meal to hold me oﬀ until
lunch,” said seventh grader Ariana Arias. However, not all
students like the breakfast. “Sometimes the food doesn’t look
that good,” commented seventh grader Emmanuel Lira. For
breakfast the students must take three items: milk, juice, and of
course, the food. The food is diﬀerent each day, and favorite
choices include waﬄes, pop tarts, mini pancakes and even
breakfast pizza.
Breakfast is available to everyone, no matter their income
level, and it is served after the first bell. Students have around
fifteen minutes to eat. Breakfast In the Classroom is funded by

Texas Department of Agriculture, all the funds come from
Austin, Texas. Texas state law requires that a school must
participate in the school breakfast program if at least 10 percent
of their students are eligible to receive free or reduced price
meals, so Slider qualifies for this program. Not only is breakfast
served at Slider, but all over the United States as well.
Assistant
Principal Mr.
Ballard commented,
“It’s great to see all
the students eating,
and I’m also
noticing students
getting to school
earlier.”
Students who
eat are more
energized than the
students who don’t
eat during the day, and students who have breakfast in the
classroom are ready to learn and succeed in life. So everyone,
enjoy a quick breakfast in the classroom with your friends!
“Everyone needs a hot breakfast,” said Mrs. Jimenez.
By Brittany Castro, Priscilla Eck, & Leslie Ayala
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FEAR AND LOATHING OF TYLER MUNIS
Students with Orchestra instead of tennis, some with fortysix peers in their class, teachers with two conference periods, and
teachers not being able to enter student assignments or grades.
Each of these situations came about because of one big, new
computer software program the district implemented just before
the start of the year. It’s name? Tyler Munis.
Tyler Munis is a system that school districts can use which
has various applications that are supposed to make teachers,
students, and administrator’s jobs easier. But that is not the case
according to how the beginning of the year turned out. It was
chaos for all of Slider Middle School due to a great number of
student schedule inaccuracies.
This huge complication started some time after the district
adopted the Tyler Munis system. The system is provided by Tyler
Technologies, which is a software development company that has
been working with cities mainly in financial management. They
have a schools division that has a very strong financial/
accounting product. At first, SISD used it for school accounting
and it proved wildly successful. With that going well, they
expanded Tyler Munis into almost all areas of the district’s
business, such as transportation, document management, and
grade books. As flawless as the financial software had worked,
the rest of the oﬀerings left schools and students with strange
combinations of schedules. Data from the Management
Information Systems, or MIS, promised that it will be fixed.
Slider, however, is not the only school that had trouble with
Tyler Munis. In a story published in The El Paso Times, it stated
that Montwood High School had tremendous problems with
student’s schedules because of Tyler Munis. In fact, virtually all
schools in the district experienced serious early problems.

At the beginning of the year, one eighth grader at Slider had
three electives and no math class. When her schedule was
“fixed,” they put her into a math class but gave her the wrong
elective! Another student at Slider said, “the first week of school,
I realized I wasn’t in any P/AP classes. After my mother
complained, the next week my schedule was changed, but I was
only put in two P/AP classes and my other classes now have
thirty to forty students in each.”
The schedule problems were not the only inconvenience
that Tyler Munis has brought upon SISD schools. The teachers
are also feeling immense stress brought on by this system. “Too
many steps or procedures to get to the task at hand,” says one
Slider administrator. “There are too many buttons that are kind
of hiding,” says another Slider teacher. Even with the training the
district oﬀered, many teachers found that certain necessary tasks
just couldn’t be accomplished. Sometimes, once one problem was
fixed, a set of other students’ schedules were randomly changed.
Although the administration has spent many hours working
toward solutions, the system seems to assign more students in
teachers’ biggest classes instead of the students being put in
smaller classes. One frazzled teacher complained, “I went from
36 students to 42 students, so there is clearly still a problem.”
After the three week reporting period, some of the many
issues reported seemed to be finally resolved. However, many
classes still appear to have many more students than were
expected and everyone is hopeful that the many problems that
made the first weeks of school so chaotic will be permanently
fixed.
By Cydney Schwartz

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY BEGINS YEAR WITH PROJECTS
National Junior Honor Society
recently met with their advisor, Mrs.
Cholka, to plan projects that the chapter
will work on throughout the year.
The students decided the first project
of the year will be to collect the tabs oﬀ of
soda cans, and each member set an
individual goal to fill up a quart sandwich
bag. Each gallon of can tabs will provide a
single day’s stay at the Ronald McDonald
house, a fully furnished home that
provides lodging for the families of
children hospitalized anywhere in the U.S.
The houses, supported by McDonald’s
Corporation, have to raise their own funds
to provide the free lodging and food for
those families. They have been helping
parents since 1941. The members of NJHS
adopted this project as a way to help the
house continue to provide this very
important service.

They will also be helping others by
doing another project called, “STUFF
THE BUS”. This project will have
members seeking out school supplies for
Slider students that cannot aﬀord the
required supplies. Students will be getting
school supplies such as scissors, crayons,
colored pencils, pencils, markers, pens,
glue, paper, journals, erasers, folders, and
rulers.
As the chapter gets organized,
oﬃcers will soon be selected. Members
who are interested in joining the
leadership of the chapter will fill out
applications and Mrs. Cholka will select
oﬃcers based on leadership, citizenship,
service and character.
In order to raise the funds necessary
for the students to fulfill many of the
service projects they will work on this
year, the members will be selling, World’s

Finest Chocolate, bars in September. Each
student will be responsible for selling two
boxes with 60 chocolate bars in each box.
The member who sells the most chocolate
bars will win an iPad mini. The second
place seller will receive an iPod Nano, and
third place will receive a fifty dollar gift
card to the Apple store or Gamestop.
NJHS members were selected as
sixth or seventh graders last year and they
will spend the entire school year
volunteering their time in a variety of
projects to benefit both Slider Middle
School and the general community at
large.
The members of NJHS meet at least
monthly to discuss the success of prior
projects and to plan future eﬀorts.

By Anthony Ceballos & Alexis Caro
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FOOTBALL, VOLLEYBALL TEAMS START OUT UNDEFEATED

FOOTBALL
Both eighth and seventh grade
Stallions football teams have started the
season without a loss.
“Beating our biggest rival, Montwood
Middle, 20-0 was awesome,” said Arturo
Cepeda. In an earlier game, the eighth
grade beat the Sanchez Warriors 42-0 on
August 17. After the game, running back
Andy Carmona said,“I thought they were
going to be harder to play, but they were as
easy as pie.”
The Stallions are showing great eﬀort
to win their division this year. Just like last
year, they beat Sun Ridge Middle School in
their first game of the season, 26-12, on
August 10. Carmona scored on the first
kick oﬀ return. Edward Garibay, a receiver
who completed a touchdown pass to give
the Stallions the lead, said, “Overall we did
good, we just need to fix minor mistakes.”
Another exciting thing about the
eighth grade team is that this year a girl is
playing. And she isn't just playing, she is
playing as well as any boy. Richara Tillman,
who goes by the nickname “Slim” said,
"I’ve been playing football for a long time,
I lived with a group of boys so it was either
play with them or stay inside.”
The seventh grade Stallions team is
also undefeated, beating Montwood 22-6 in
their most recent game. “We have been
practicing hard,” explained Coach
Hernandez. On August 17 they completely
destroyed the Warriors, beating them
68-0. Coach Elmer said, “We thought it
was going to be a very hard game, but it
turned out to be one of the easiest games
ever.”
When they played against Sun Ridge
on August 10, the seventh grade had more
of a challenge. Coach Frischmann said
before the game, “It’s going to be a very
challenging game, the Generals are not

going to be such an easy target like last
year, we’re sure they’re practicing extra
hard to be ready for us.” The Stallions beat
Sun Ridge 8-6. Jason Fernandez scored the
first touchdown of the first game with an
interception and took it back to the end
zone to put up six points on the board.
“We still have things to work on,” said
quarterback Fernandez after the game.
VOLLEYBALL
The eighth grade volleyball team is oﬀ
to a phenomenal start! The Lady Stallions
now have a record of 4-0. “We started the
season great. More and more girls got a
chance to play in the past few games and
we worked together well,” said eighth
grader, Carina Arias. The eighth grade girls,
including Jacquie Zuluoga, scared their
opponents away with a viscous spikes and
bumps. So far they have beat Clarke,
Sanchez, Hernando and Montwood Middle
Schools. “I was very proud of the girls.
They hustled and took care of business,”
said Mr. Trujillo, the eighth grade coach.
'
The seventh grade Lady Stallions
had an amazing start as well! The girls also
won all four of their games against Clarke,
Sanchez, Hernando and Montwood Middle
Schools. Their opponents couldn't keep up
with Anika Fattorina and the Lady
Stallions as they bumped, set, and spiked
the ball time after time. “I am very proud
of the girls. They are wonderful and know
how to work together as a team,” said Mrs.
Sierra, the seventh grade coach.
“It felt good to win all four of our
games!” said seventh grader Nadia Kern,
who scored several points during each
game.The seventh and eighth grade Lady
Stallions are clearly the teams to beat this
year!
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CROSS COUNTRY
Stallion Cross Country has started
their season with a bang! The seventh
grade girls have placed second or third
in every meet so far. Tatiana Wyno,
Ariana Arias and Natalie Lopez have
consistently placed in the top ten. Arias
said, “We’re doing a great job and
hopefully we can keep it up.”
The seventh grade boys are also
doing well, and have placed in the top

five at each meet. Robert Gutierrez,
Allen Perez, and Brian Chavez have all
scored points for their team. Coach
Gatei is very happy with his seventh
graders.
While there are many strong eighth
graders, including Angela Chavira, Carla
Canales, and Ally Ye, the team does not
have the required number of runners to
score as a team. Keep up the pace,
Stallions!
By Leila Keys
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