STAL LION

PRI DE

ISSUE 2 VOLUME 10 FEBRUARY 2012

Slider Performing Arts brings home gold
Long practices after school and on
weekends paid off for Slider’s Performing
Arts when they won both the America’s
Cup and Destination Imagination
competitions.
In addition to the Judge’s Choice
Award, the Lyrical performance and the
Pom routine both won first place in their
divisions at the America’s Cup, a dance
competition including many groups in a
variety of divisions, held at Americas High
School. The Hip-Hop, Pom, and Lyrical
routines were part of the Middle School
Division. Due to the ages of the
performers, the Pom routine also competed
against different high schools and won first
place in that division as well.
At the dance competition,
sponsored by the National Dance Alliance,
Slider performed Pom, Hip-Hop and Lyrical
dances. Advanced Theatre girls performed
an Elvis Presley Pom routine. Advanced
Theater boys, joined by a few girls, danced
an Old School Hip-Hop routine. Lastly, the
girls danced their Lyrical routine. This was a
slow, meaningful dance, emphasizing moves

which brought out the message of cancer
awareness.
Advanced Theatre also came out on
top at the Destination Imagination
competition. This year’s first place winner
was Team C, and followed in third place by
Team D. Both Teams consisted of seven
people. The members of Team C were Itzel
Nevarez, Kristen Ryan, Melanie Elliott,
Aaron Apodaca, Jose Villalobos, Holden
Rivera, and Ally Ye. The members of Team D
consisted of Daniel Poppe, Catherine Silva,
Jazmine Cuevas, Brianna Hernandez, Justin
Mata, Sydney Newton, and Xavian Alegria.
D.I. is a competition that includes over
125,000 students across the nation and
encourages creativity and quick thinking.
This competition is not limited to Texas, but
is available to students across the nation
and in 30 other countries. This year, for their
Central Challenge, Team C did a movie
trailer performance based on a war
between Greenland and China. Team D had
to create a cause and effect skit about two
current news stories. Students also
participated in Instant Challenge, which is

where students have five minutes to plan
their scene and two minutes to present.
Seventh grader, Kristen Ryan said, “All the
hard work we
put into it paid
off!” Team C
Team C was
was awarded a
awarded a
near perfect
score of 289
near perfect
out of 300
points in their
score of 289
C e n t r a l
out of 300
Challenge.
“I’m so
points in their
proud of all my
central
performers,
they did great!”
challenge.
exclaimed Mrs.
Kern, Advanced
Theatre instructor and D.I. coach.
Over break, students from Team C will
be participating in the State event, which
will take place in Corpus Christi in April.
Way to go SPA!
BY DAMIAN RAMIREZ ,VICTORIA LICON,
ALEXIA MUNOZ, AND VANESSA BECERRA

Principal’s
Corner
In a few short weeks, Stallions will begin
the new STAAR testing they’ve heard so
much about. Regardless of the standard that
is used in these types of tests, I know our
students will perform at the highest level.
Our teachers are a dedicated faculty and
together we’ll continue to exceed everyone’s
expectations.
I am proud this month to congratulate
and welcome all the new members of the
National Junior Honor Society who were
inducted. Also, I want to congratulate our
Starlets, SPA, Destination Imagination and the
cast members of the U.I.L. One Act play
participants for their wins this month.
For several months now, we’ve had
several students preparing to take the ACT
and I want to recognize those students for
their participation and hard work.
This year marks the twentieth
anniversary of the opening of Slider Middle
School. When the school opened, there
wasn’t much developed beyond Montwood
High School and our community was just
beginning to grow. Today, we have several
students whose parents also attended our
school during those early years. Since Slider’s
very first year, the Stallions achieved great
things and although many things have
changed over time, one thing has remained
constant. Our students are the reason for
the success of our school community.
As we begin to head into Spring, let’s all
remember that our campus and our
community has given each of us a great
reputation. We should be proud of today’s
students and look toward the future
students of this school.
Last month, while reading our
newsletter, I was reminded of the technology
we are able to provide to help each of our
students thrive in this ever-changing world.
Just a few years ago, no one had ever heard
of an iPad or a Nook and yet our students
are skilled at using both. See you next
month.

Industrial Revolution comes to life
Mr. Hernandez’s eighth grade Social
Studies classes studied the hardships people
faced during the 1800’s, and the innovations
they created to solve the problems in
American society. The Industrial Revolution
was the
foundation
of the
United
States
ec ono my
in the
1 8 0 0 ’s ,
w h e n
people
invented
objects
w h i c h
made lives
easier and improved their way of working.
U.S. factories were blockaded by the British,
and goods could not be imported or
expor ted. To speed the process of
manufacturing clothes, Eli Whitney created
the cotton gin, which was a more efficient
way to clean cotton. Unfortunately, this
increased slavery and the slaves were forced
to work even harder, which caused the slaves
to rebel against slave owners. To aid in
farming, John Deere constructed the steel
plow, which helped farmers break ground
more efficiently.
To better understand this period in
history, students had a choice of seven
inventions to recreate, which included a
steamboat, cotton gin, steel plow, reaper,
Spinning Jenny, telegraph, or textile mill. Each
of Mr. Hernandez’s students spent two weeks

outside of class recreating one of the
innovations. The project grades were based
on creativity, effort and how detailed the
project was. They gathered this information
through internet
research, and used a
“... in the
variety of materials,
1800’s,
such as cotton balls,
tooth picks, and many
people
types of boxes and
invented
containers. The
objects
students also used
edible materials
which made
including cake, candy,
lives easier
brownies, and Rice
Krispies.
“I thought
and
this project was an
improved
amazing experience,”
their way of
said Alyssa Lopez.
When
they
working...”
presented their

projects, the students were also asked a
series of questions for a separate quiz grade.
“It was creative, inventive, and you could see
the hard work they put into the projects,”
explained Mr. Hernandez.

KARINA LARA & BRANDON DE LARA

NJHS induction and clean up
As Mrs. Ayala called her name to be inducted to the Al Cardenas chapter of the
National Junior Honor Society, sixth grader Vivian Peoples could not contain her
enthusiasm.“I was so excited to become an NJHS member!” she exclaimed. Many Slider
students felt the same when their name was called at this months NJHS induction ceremony.
Each NJHS officer spoke about the responsibilities of leadership, citizenship, service, and
character. They also reminded members how important it is to be a role model for your
school. The ceremony also featured candle lighting and an inspirational video. To qualify for
NJHS, students must have an overall grade average of 85 and demonstrate good character,
and leadership skills.
NJHS members got an early start on their 2012 projects when they did some heavy
cleaning and left Slider spotless. They cleaned up all the trash on the school grounds and in
the courtyard as well. To give them a sense of competition, each student got a separate
garbage bag and the first to fill up their bag received an iTunes gift card. After the cleanup,
Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Ballard bought Speedy's pizzas. "The whole point in doing this was to
give the students the opportunity to show pride in their school and their work," explained
NJHS coordinator, Ms. Thompson. This project encouraged the students at Slider to take
pride in their school by working together.
BY ALEX PEOPLES AND RAYMOND MENDOZA

Stallions shine at U.I.L. Solo and Ensemble contest
The majority of Ms. Hernandez and Miss. Valles’ Band students
who competed in U.I.L. Solo and Ensemble contest were awarded
medals and superior ratings for their performances.
Seventh grader, Damian Ramirez, who plays the oboe in Honor
Band, shared, “its super exciting to be one of 85 students participating
from our Band to receive a medal! We were all really happy with our
performances.” Beginning, Jazz,
Honor and Symphonic bands,
Beginning,
Advanced, and
Chamber Orchestras, and
Choir all competed for Slider
against other students from
Socorro I.S.D. at this day long
contest held at Montwood
High School.
Choir students, led by
Mrs. Labrado, also made an
exceptional showing, receiving
13 superior ratings and medals,
while Mr. Hamilton’s Orchestra
students received 25 medals and superior ratings. Each student had the
choice of playing a solo accompanied by a piano player; or playing a
piece of music in an ensemble, a group that is made up with two or
more students. Each judge was an experienced musician with a
background in the specific instrument they were judging. Each student

performed their music in front of the judge and a room full of other
participants from their school. Then, the judge gave each participant
expert advice that would help them further their skills in playing their
instrument. “They were graded on how well
prepared their performance was, along with
85 of 109
proper tone and technique,” said Ms. Valles.
students
Eighth grader
participating
A u d r e e
Zurick, who
from our
plays in the
Band to
Chamber
receive a
Orchestra,
said, “It takes
medal
time and hard
work to learn
a complicated piece of music and
then stand in front of everybody by
yourself and play it well. But after
you are done, you get free advice
from an experienced musician, which is
great!” Slider Stallions have once again proven their excellence and
talent in a very challenging contest.

Slider celebrates Valentine’s Day

ACT test challenges Stallions

Theater Arts added some excitement to the Valentine’s dance
with a competition for “Slider’s Sweethearts.” Students visited ARMI
classes with ballots and everyone voted for the boy or girl from their
grade level who has the best personality.
The eighth grade winners were Ashli Ortega and Hristo
Gonzales, the seventh grade winners
were Abby Hernandez and Holden
Rivera, and the sixth grade winners
were Sophia Lopez and Everett
Ruhl. “I have Ashli and Hristo in
class, and they are both great kids
inside and out,” said their ELAR
teacher, Mrs. Schwartz.
On Valentine’s Day, the school
was full of stuffed animals, candy,
carnations and other gifts students
gave to each other and to their
favorite teachers.
Soon after the dance started,
Theater Arts teacher, Mrs. Kern, announced the winners, who walked
on stage to wild applause. “I feel like a celebrity,” said one winner, as
she was whisked off to have her picture taken in front of a special
backdrop. DJ Jaime Rodriguez played mash-ups of well-known music,
such as “Pumped up Kicks” and “Dougie”. The funds raised will go to
Slider Performing Arts, which will be competing in Orlando, Florida.
“The music was terrific, and I loved dancing with my friends,” said
seventh grader Mariah Torres.

In every other seat in random order sits an anxious test-taker,
with no more than two sharpened number-two pencils and a TI-84
calculator on hand.
The ACT, which was given at Americas and Bel Air High Schools
on February 11th, was the final test after weeks of preparation. After
rigorous workshops, selected seventh and eighth grade Stallions were
prepared for the second round of the American College Testing (ACT)
test. The test assesses high school students' general educational
development and their ability to complete college-level work.
After taking the pre-test in December, students participated in
workshops to improve their scores for the real test in mid-February.
Slider is the only middle school that offers the program at this early
stage. “Studies show that scores increase with the number of times the
test is taken,” reveals school counselor, Mrs. Lara, who coordinates the
program. Students practiced a variety of skills and became more
comfortable with the unique format of the test, which included math,
reading, English, and science sections.
There was also an optional writing section that students had the
opportunity of taking. Students had limited time to complete each
section of the test, so working quickly is something students had to get
used to. In 2010, the average score for juniors and seniors on the ACT
in the United States was a 21. Although this test is designed for high
school students, many of the test takers at Slider had already received
an average score of 16-20 on the pre-test. “The workshops were
difficult and took dedication, but I think it will be worth it because I
hope to see the difference in my scores,” explained seventh grader,
Raymond Mendoza.

BY MYRA ROMMES AND EVELYN SHELTON

BY ERIN WELLS AND GRACIE FAVELA

BY ALEZZANDRA DIAZ

Track season ends with District Championship
“We had a great season, I am very proud
of the track team, everybody stepped it up
and their hard work was
r e fl e c t e d i n t h e
results,” said Coach
Gatei after the District
Championship earlier
this month.
The seventh
grade boys came away
with the gold medal in
both the 4x100 meter
and the 4x200 meter
relays.
The eighth grade girls also saw success
in the three relays along with an individual
gold medal in the shot put.
The track team’s performance at the
District Championships had much to do with
the outcome from their Division Conference
meet. Running against Clark, Ensor, Hernando,
Montwood, Sanchez and Sun Ridge Middle
Schools gave the Stallions valuable experience

in going to the championship season. Matthew
Munoz was outstanding in the 2400 meters
and in the 800 meter
races. Robert
Chavez also had a
stellar outing.
Seventh grade, Julian
Perez, placed first in
the 110 hurdles,
also winning the
100 meter dash in
second, followed by
Mathew Ramirez
coming in fourth. Eighth grade, Orion
Carrasco placed fourth in the shot put. Coach
Gatei commented on the meets the team had
run and the practices the athletes attended.
“This team really put in some time working
to make themselves better. I see improvement
every week of the season whether it was a
running or field event.”
Julian Perez commented about the
season and his accomplishments saying, “I

Starlets shine in and out of town
The Starlets mesmerized the judges with their amazing
talent at two recent competitions. First, they competed locally at
the America’s Cup and won first place. On February 12, the
Starlets competed against all the other
junior high cheer squads in El Paso in the
mounted junior high division, which
meant that they could stunt, or lift girls
in the air. The girls were especially
nervous to compete against Desert View
Middle School, who beat them in last
year’s competition. The Starlets decided
early that it wouldn’t happen again. After
an intense two minutes and thirty
second routine, they waited anxiously for
the awards, to hear that Slider Starlets
had won first place! “I’m so happy and proud that our squad
won, because even with all our effort and hard work, we still

Accepted to Mission
Michael Soto, Valerie Soto, Luis
Rodriguez, and Danielle Torres have
been accepted to Mission Early College
High School. Congratulations!

thought it was a good season. I know I could
do better in some of my events and that is
what I’m going to work towards.”
Whether it was cross country or track
the team faced some weather issues, due in
large part to the time of year that the season
begins and each time they did, they were able
to pull through.
Many team members said they couldn’t
wait for next year and to work towards being
the district champions.

BY AMBER GANDARA, EVELYN SHELTON,
AUDREE ZURICK AND ERIN WELLS

couldn’t have done it without everyone giving 100 percent,” said
eighth grade cheerleading captain, Monica Gonzalez.
A week later, the Starlets competed at National’s in San
Antonio Texas and took second place at the
two day Cheer Power Competition. The event
was held at the Alamo Dome, which is also
the Spurs Stadium. Their routine consisted of
a cheer which included a jump sequence,
standing tumbling, dance and a stunt. It was an
intense competition; on the first day they
were head to head with the only other squad
in their division. They placed second and were
awarded medals and a trophy to take home,
along with a little purse with their
performance video inside. “With all the group
cooperation a second place truly felt like a first place,” stated
cheerleading coach Ms. Sierra.
BY ALYSSA LOPEZ AND IVANA PLAYER
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