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CALEY MORALES NAMED TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
Although Mrs. Caley Morales has 

only been a teacher at Slider for five 
years, she has been involved in many 
activities, and this year, she is being 
honored as Slider’s 2013-2014 Teacher of 
the Year! “I feel honored and humbled,” 
she said.

Mrs. Morales has a great sense of 
humor, and uses technology to help relate 
English Language Arts and Reading to 
her seventh graders. She uses the white 
board, ipads, the program Educreations, 
and Edmodo, a social media site, to 
reinforce her teaching. “My favorite thing 
about Mrs. Morales’s class is that she 
goes over the lesson multiple times so we 
can understand,” said seventh grader 
Gerralyn Hill.

Not only does she encourage her 
students to write in class, she is also in 
charge of Slider’s Literary Anthology. She 
coaches UIL Spelling, as well as seventh 
grade volleyball and girls basketball. “I 
like coaching because I get to see the 
true colors of students, and I get to see 

what they are good at outside of class,” 
she explained.

Mrs. Morales is busy outside of 
school, as well. She is finishing her 
Master’s degree, is married, and has two 

daughters, ages six and two. Mrs. Morales 
is also a pet parent to a cat, a rabbit, and 
five turtles! “One time I lost my turtles 
and I went door to door asking my 
neighbors if they had seen them. I 
eventually found them in my neighbor’s 
backyard.”

Mrs. Morales was born in Denver, 
Colorado and has lived in many places 
such as Wyoming, and Austin, Texas. She 
would like to visit Australia. She planned 
to be a teacher since she was in middle 
school, and was inspired by her great 
grandmother who was an elementary 
school teacher. 

Mrs. Morales enjoys playing board 
games and spending time with her family. 
She likes reading, and her favorite 
authors are Becca Fritz Patrick and Susan 
Collins. She listens to pop and country 
music, and watches The Walking Dead 
and Breaking Bad on Netflix with her 
husband. 

She loves to joke around with her 
students and see them working hard, 
enjoying her class. “I like how she is 
always positive with her students,” said 
fellow ELAR teacher Mrs. Monroe. 

Mrs. Morales has definitely made a 
positive impact on both her students and 
Slider Middle School. Congratulations, 
Mrs. Morales, on becoming Slider’s 
Teacher of the Year!

STAAR LEGACY RALLY INSPIRES EIGHTH GRADERS
If Mr. Pena’s students do as well on the STAAR as they did 

in the tug of war, they will definitely pull in with a win! A little 
friendly competition between Mr. Arreola’s and Mr. Pena’s 
science classes was the highlight of the first eighth grade Legacy 
Rally, held in the gym last month. The objective of this assembly 
was for eighth grade teachers to make their students understand 
the importance of doing well on the State of Texas Academic 
Assessments of Academic Readiness, or STAAR.

During science class, earlier in the week, eighth graders 
set high goals for the upcoming STAAR tests, and Special 
Education teacher, Mrs. Natividad, reminded them of these 
goals. Social studies teacher, Mr. Hernandez, explained how 
disappointed he was with last year’s scores. He warned that his 
classes were going to get harder until the STAAR test is over, 
because this year, he’s not willing to accept anything less than 

commended. 
Science teacher, Mr. Arreola, also gave students a challenge 

to surpass last year’s STAAR scores and set the bar higher for 
future generations of Stallions. The teachers also got in on the 
tug of war, and Mr. Pena’s team won again, but everyone felt 
inspired to, “pull off” a high score on the STAAR!
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SCIENCE CLASSES CALL ON “THE FORCE”
“This project was like a battlefield of 

marshmallows!” said eighth grader, Alexis 
Aguilar. Eighth grade science teacher, 
Mr.Pena, has been teaching his students 
about Newton’s three laws of motion. The 
first law of motion is that an object in 
motion tends to stay in motion unless an 
outside force acts upon it, and an object in 
rest tends to stay at rest unless an 
unbalanced force is put into action. The 
second law says that acceleration is 
produced when force is applied to a mass. 
The third law of motion states that action 
and reaction are equal and opposite. 

All this pertains to how gravity and 
friction effect the things around us. Mr. 
Pena had his classes build small catapults 
out of a plastic spoon, two popsicle sticks 
and rubber bands. Students hurled large 
and small marshmallows across the 
classroom to see how Newton’s Laws of 
motion applied to this concept.  

Mr. Pena also had his students do a 
balloon project that demonstrated the 
third law of motion. They had to place a 
straw in the balloon in order to blow the 

balloon up and tie the straw in place with 
a rubber band, then set it on the floor and 
let the air escape through the open space 
of the straw. When the air escaped, it 
pushed at the opposite end of the balloon, 
causing the balloon to go forward, 
providing eighth graders a visual of the 
third law of motion. 

Mr. Pena wasn’t the only teacher 
conducting experiments. Sixth grade 
science teacher, Mrs. Cholka, also had her 
class do a project that involved force, 
which is a push or pull in motion, a change 
in position or movement. Students kicked 
a ball using differing amounts of force and 
identified whether balanced or unbalanced 
force was acting  on the ball.

They also timed how long it took the 
ball to reach the checkpoint, then used 
math to calculate the amount of force, by 
dividing distance by time. The objective of 
this experiment was to show students how 
two different forces effected an object.  By 
working hands on, students got a front 
row seat to the effects of force and 
motion.    

STALLIONS PRACTICE FOR ACT 

THE EFFECTS OF MOTION AND FORCE were 
analyzed by Mr. Pena’s and Mrs. Cholka’s 
students. 

Last month, forty seventh and eighth graders rushed into 
the cafeteria for a first try at the practice ACT, a high level test 
that students take in high school when applying to colleges. The 
test was offered by Duke Tip, a Duke University talent search 
which identifies academically talented seventh graders who 
qualified for the program based on their standardized test 
scores.

To further prepare students for the real test, 
coming up in February, students also attended 
workshops after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
taught by eighth grade science teacher, Mr. Arreola, 
and reading and social studies teacher, Mrs. Ramsey. 
“It makes me proud when students say, I learned 
more here than I did the whole school year,” said 
Mrs. Ramsey. 

Mr. Arreola taught the math portion of the test 
and Mrs. Ramsey taught the reading portion. In the workshops, 
students learned different strategies, such as “POOD,” which 
stands for personal order of difficulty, a strategy to determine 
which problems students can or cannot do. “POE,” which stand 
for process of elimination, is another strategy students use to 
eliminate answers that seem nonsensical. “Ballparking” helps 

students avoid careless mistakes and make educated guesses on 
more difficult questions. 

The ACT test is scored by the number of questions the 
students answer correctly. The scores are ranked from 1-36 with 
one being the lowest and 36 being the highest. The practice test 
included: English, Math, Reading, and Science. 

The English section took forty-five minutes and had 
75 questions, the Math section an hour with 60 
problems, the Reading section 35 minutes for 40 
questions, and the Science section had to be 
completed in 35 minutes and contained 40 
questions. “It was difficult but it gave me an idea of 
how fast I should work,” stated seventh grader, 
Jenny Cha, who scored well on the practice test. 
The benefits of taking the test in seventh and 
eighth grade, before taking it again in high school, 

are that the students will already be on record for any college 
they apply to in the future. Plus, it will help the students get a 
feel for how the test is, and help them to score higher. On 
February 8th, the students will be taking the real test with high 
school students at Americas or Bel Air High Schools. 

Good luck Stallions! 

By Lexie Aguilar & Karla Aranda 

By Gerralyn Hill & Olga Rohrer
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TWO LONG TERM FACULTY MEMBERS TO RETIRE 
Slider is saddened to lose two beloved Physical Education 

(P.E.) professionals. Both Coach Serna, and aide, Rosemary 
Olvera will soon be retiring. 

Coach Oscar Serna was one of the 
original teachers at Slider when it first 
opened in 1991. Over the last 23 years 
Coach Serna has taught P.E. to sixth 
through eighth graders, at a variety of 
middle schools including Hueco 
Elementary, and Vista Del Sol. But, he 
says that Slider, “is the best school, with 
the nicest and most respectful 
students.” He attended college at 
UTEP here in El Paso, and has always 
loved sports, especially football and 
basketball. When he coached Stallion 
football, his team even won the District  
Championship. His favorite football team is the Dallas Cowboys, 
and his basketball team is the San Antonio Spurs. 

After retiring, he plans to travel around the world with his 
wife, Sally, and spend more time with his family. He has two 
children; a son Isaac, who served in Iraq, and a daughter Erica, 
who lives in Phoenix. In addition to visiting her, he also wants to  
experience the beautiful culture and tradition of Spain. He plans 
to go camping and trout fishing in Colorado as well. Coach Serna 
loves Frank Sinatra and 70’s music, as well as adventure movies. 
His favorite food is enchiladas and tacos.

P.E. aide Rosemary Olvera will also be ending her twenty 
year long career in March. Mrs. Olvera taught at Soccoro Middle 
School for only one year before coming to Slider. A heart 

problem convinced her that becoming a 
P.E. aide would be best for her health, 
and she has enjoyed her position at 
Slider very much. She will remember her 
favorite students, and the great times 
she spent laughing with friends over 
lunch in the teacher’s lounge. After 
retirement, she plans to spend more 
time with her family. She is married, and 
has two daughters, ages 24 and 27, as well 
as two young grandchildren, who she 
can’t wait to see more of. She will also be 
able to watch her favorite sport World 
Wrestling Entertainment, or WWE, 

with her father, who was recently widowed. 
 Mrs. Olvera also likes romantic films and her favorite is 

“Somewhere in Time.” She loves hamburgers and fries, which is 
surprising, because she is so fit and trim. She enjoys reading, 
gardening, and listening to Christian music. After retirement she 
hopes to one day visit the Holy Land in Israel. 

Both Coach Serna and Rosemary Olvera look forward to 
beginning this new chapter of their lives, but will miss Slider.  
Students and faculty will miss them as well. 

“It’s really cool because kids have 
more freedom and added advantages,” 
exclaimed sixth grader Jaclyn Terrazas. 
During the second nine weeks, more than 

52% of Slider's students became Triple A 
cardholders! Triple A stands for 
Attendance, Academics and Attitude. 134 
students were enrolled for perfect 
attendance alone, and a total of 394 
students were included for both 
academics and attendance. 

Slider’s assistant principal, 
Mr.Ballard, created the program and runs 

it with the help of  Mrs. Gomez and Mrs. 
Cruz. As a geography teacher and football 
coach for seven years at both Eastwood  
and El Dorado High Schools, he told his 
students that attendance, academics and 
attitude were the things that would help 
them succeed in life. This is where he got 
the idea for the Triple A card.

Mr. Ballard believes that students 
should be rewarded for working hard for a 
full marking period. So, instead of a one-
time reward, Triple A grants rewards for a 
whole nine weeks. So far, Triple A is very 
successful, and it has motivated many 
Stallions to try harder. 

Triple A rewards have also increased. 
There are more jean Fridays, free dress 
days, and free Enrichment classes. On 
January 9, during enrichment, Stallions 
got out of class to eat delicious pizza and 
hang out with Triple A friends. On January 
15, students spent their enrichment period 
relaxing outside. 

Remember Stallions, you can still 
become a Triple A member! Slider’s 
principal, Mr. Troxel, promised that any 
Stallions who pass the benchmark will get 
Triple A cards. Those who get commended 
will receive a gold card, which is typically 
given to students who achieve perfect 
attendance and A honor roll. 

Keep your grades up, show up for 
school every day, and show good character 
to enjoy the added benefits of the Triple 
A card.

TRIPLE A ADDS BENEFITS

By Leila Keys. Cydney Schwartz, Ari Arias, & 
Mark Peralta

By Jenny Cha &Alexis Caro
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Over 70 million pizzas will be sold 
and eaten on Sunday, February 2.Why is 
this Sunday so special? The Denver 
Broncos and the Seattle Seahawks will 
meet in Superbowl XLVIII and millions 
and millions of families will be tuning in! 
Due to the number of viewers, 
advertisers spend over half a million 
dollars to produce their commercials for 
the game, and 30 seconds of air time on 
a network television station sells for four 
million dollars. That’s right, four million 
dollars for 30 seconds!  

Because advertising during the 
Super Bowl is so expensive, companies 
spend extravagant amounts for this 
event. As a result, watching and 
discussing the broadcast's commercials 
has become almost as exciting as the 
game. Mrs. Schwartz assigns all her 
Media classes the task of watching 
Superbowl commercials, even if they 
hate football,  because they are the best 
ads produced all year. 

Steve Kaplowitz, long time sports 
radio talk show host said, “there’s no 
other sporting event in the world that 
draws attention like the Superbowl, it is 
estimated that 3 out of 4 households will 
have some sort of event that day.”

Happy viewing Stallions!

William D. Slider Middle School
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The Stallion Pride is written, edited, and 
published by the Journalism students of 

William D. Slider Middle School

To coincide with Superbowl Sunday, 
Mrs. Schwartz Communication 
Application Classes are creating their own  
broadcast commercials.

“What better way to study persuasive 
speaking than through advertising?” said 
Mrs. Schwartz. Students are coming up 
with their own products, including energy 
bars, air freshener, and perfume. They will 
produce the entire advertising campaign, 
from conception to completion. 

One new addition to the project this 
year is a new HERO3+ Silver Edition Go 
Pro camera.  Broadcast III had the first  
opportunity to try out this camera that’s 
often used to record professional athletes. 
The camera, which is wearable, gear-
mountable and waterproof, captures 

professional-quality video and photos at 
up to 10 frames per second, and most 
importantly for middle school, it’s 
extremely durable. 

Students are introduced to a wide 
range of persuasive media, including the 
movement from television to more 
targeted social media advertising. “It used 
to be you could skip ads on youtube. Now, 
advertisers pay for three to fifteen seconds 
of ad time. Pretty soon we’ll have to watch 
an entire ad before anything else we want 
to see,” observed Ethan Portillo.

The media is trying to reach a new 
generation of viewers with “per click 
advertising,” and this project helps 
students understand exactly how this type 
of persuasion really works.  

TRACK RUNS STRONG

stallion pride

SUPER SUNDAY ADVERTISING FOR A NEW AGE

 EIGHTH GRADE 
The seventh and eighth grade boys and girls track teams began their season on 

January 25 with an outstanding meet at Clarke Middle School. On the boys side, the 
eighth grade brings back a fantastic squad from last year. The 4X1 relay team, made up 
of Marcus Carbajal, Tudy Cepeda, Tyrees Andrus and Andy Carmona are off to a 
winning start, taking first place, thanks to Andrus coming back from behind during his 
leg of the relay. Marcus Carbajal  took first in the 300 meter hurdles and second in the 
1600 meter run. Andy Carmona came in first in both the 100 and 200 meter dash.  Tury 
Cepeda won the 110meter hurdles. Isaiah Jones placed 4th in the 2400 meter run. The 
4X2 and 4X4 relays placed 3rd. In the discus, Isaiah Carbal paced 4th. Robert Barraza 
placed 5th in the shot put. 

The eighth grade girls are also off to a 
great start. Ally Ye won the high jump, 
clearing 4 feet 1 inch. Alejandra Rodarte 
placed second in the 200 meter run. Alina 
Dominguez placed 1st in the 100 meter 
hurdles. The 4X1 relay was won by Angela 
Chavira, Alina Dominguez, Ashley Aguilar, 
and Esther Franklin. Franklin also came in 
third in the 100 meter dash, with Chavira 
in 4th. The girls 4x2 relay placed 3rd. 
SEVENTH GRADE 

The seventh graders saw some exciting races in their first meet of the year.  For the 
boys, Ivan Vilchis placed 3rd in 100 meter run while Javier (J.J.) Gomez placed 4th. 
Gomez also placed 2nd in the 200 meter dash. Alex Aguilar placed 2nd in 300 meter 
hurdles. 

For the girls, Tatiana  Wyno came in 1st in the 400 meter run. The 4X2 relay of 
Mia Marquz, Natalie Lopez, Kayla Kish, and Mariana Porras won, while the 4x1 relay 
tied Hambric for first place. Everyone agrees that for their first meet, all the squads 
showed great potential for a winning season ahead.The next meet will be February 1 at 
Slider, so come out and support your Stallions!
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