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STUDENTS ACCEPTED TO SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 
Congratulations to all the Stallions 

accepted into academically challenging 
high school programs, including the 
International Baccalaureate (I.B.) 
program, the Health Professions 
Academy (HPA) program, the Libertas 
program, and Mission Early College 
High School (MECHS).

 Saul Martinez, Jacqueline 
Zuloaga, and Madison Poppe were 
accepted into the I.B. program. 
Housed at El Dorado High School, 
I.B. is a balanced and academically 
challenging program that develops a 
student’s international views as well 
as intellectual, personal, emotional, 
and social skills. It prepares students 
for college, and it has received 
recognition from the world’s leading 
universities. It aims to create a better and 
more peaceful world through education. 
When asked why he wanted to be part of 
I.B., Saul Martinez said, “I’ve always 
wanted a challenge in my life.”  

 Hannah Gurrola and Sofia Lopez 
were accepted into the H.P.A. Program at 
Socorro High School. The medical 

program gives students practical, hands 
on  experience while preparing them for 
different careers in the field of health 
care. Students enrolling in this program 
plan to become physicians, nurses, 
engineers, illustrators, or public relations 

professionals related to health care. “I’m 
so glad I got in, because I’ve always 
wanted a career in the medical field,” said 
Sofia Lopez.

The Libertas program at Americas 
High School offers three advanced 
curricular courses of study. The law track  
introduces students to the judicial 
system, while the government track 
delves into local, state, and federal laws.  

Business law and the economy is the 
focus of the public administration track. 
Richard Alegria, Nazareth Delgado, Isaac 
Olmeda, Marc Quezada, Vanessa 
Valencia, and Ally Ye were accepted into 
this program. “I feel strongly that I’ll be 

successful. I think the english and 
social studies classes will be 
challenging,” exclaimed Nazareth 
Delgado. 
Naven Barron, Melissa Castillo, 
Chelsea Moreno, Alan Tiscareno, 
Jessica Valencia, and Isaiah Cyr were 
accepted into Mission Early College 
High School (MECHS), which offers 
serious college work and equips 
students with the analytical skills 

needed for the intellectual and artistic 
passions they pursue. “I know it will be 
challenging, but I’m excited by this 
opportunity, not many people get in,” 
Naven Barron stated. MECHS also 
allows students to graduate with an 
associate’s degree in two years, saving two 
years of time and money in college. 

Congratulations future freshmen, 
and don’t forget your Stallion Pride! 

JAZZ BAND SUPERIOR ON STAGE

Slider’s  Jazz Band is having an outstanding year. "Our young 
band is doing really well, kicking some serious butt!" said band 
director, Mrs. Acosta.  The last few weeks have been a whirlwind 
of competition. At the SISD Jazz Band contest, held on March 1, 
they received a division one, or superior rating.  To receive a 
division 1 on stage takes a huge amount of practice, hard work 
and dedication. In total, there were only 11 soloists at the 
competition, and David Kelley and Isaiah Jones stood out at the 
performance. The band played three pieces of music: Bad 
Attitude, Long Lost Friend, and Knockout.

 After being selected for All Regional Band, trombone player  
David Kelley also played in the fifth chair position at the All 

Region Jazz Band concert. Kelley had to learn five new pieces of 
music and perform them with the All Region Jazz Band.

 In addition, the Jazz Band performed on Thursday, March 
6, at the Hanks Jazz Band Festival, where they also received a 
first division, and 
topped off the 
season with a 
spectacular 
performance at 
Montwood Jazz 
Night on March 
7. Way to go Jazz 
Band !

stallion pride

By Jenny Cha & Leila Keys

By Karla  Aranda, Diana Flores and Kayla Kish 
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SLIDER CELEBRATES CAREER DAY 
 From Stephanie Valle representing 

Channel 7 news, to a Navy sailor 
protecting us overseas, Slider’s annual 
Career Day had it all. On February 26, 
classrooms were full of representatives 
from a variety of different careers. The 
students expressed interest in many career 
choices as they moved from class to class 
to listen to a variety of speakers. “It was 
short and sweet, and there were many 
interesting people. The kids seemed 
enthusiastic and asked interesting 
questions,” said Slider’s counselor, Mrs. 
Lara. 

The Sheriff ’s Department was one of 
the many popular jobs that were presented 
to the students. “Our jobs can be fun but 
very stressful at times. One day you can be 
writing a report and five minutes later you 
could be chasing someone down,” said 
Deputy Butler, who spoke about the 
dangers he faces at the Sheriff ’s 
Department. 

Slider’s Orchestra teacher, Mr. 
Hamilton, stole the show by bringing in 
some of his musician friends and playing 

guitar for the students. Eighth grader, 
Nicole Montes, was ecstatic when she 
stepped up to the microphone, “I love to 
sing! It was fun for me to perform in front 
of an audience,” said Montes, who is not 
afraid to be in front of a crowd. Other 
jobs included, Border Patrol, Texas State 
Troopers, Navy sailors, and even a 
maintenance worker from the El Paso 
National Airport. 

The student’s favorite guest was from 
the Humane Society, one of the pit-bulls 
who resides at the shelter. The humane 
society welcomes abused animals, and 
adopts them out to owners who have lots 
of love to give a pet.

  In Mrs. Schwartz’s media class, 
students got to learn more about news 
reporting with the help of news anchor, 
Stephanie Valle, who talked about the 
importance of her job and how the 
majority of her day is spent reading and 
writing news stories.  Although Career 
Day only lasted from 7-11 am, it was an 
immense success.  

STARLETS WIN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

CAREER DAY introduced Stallions to Sheriff ’s 
deputies and pups from the Humane Society. 

For the second year in a row the Starlets claimed the 
championship title in the Junior High Cheer Division at the 
Cheer USA competition. 

This year, the two day event was held in the small town of 
Livingston, which lies right outside of Houston, Texas. The girls 
were there for one week, practicing and 
competing. They even got to spend a 
little time on the pier. 

To win the competition and become 
National Champions, the Starlets had to 
achieve an average of 90 points, which 
they did with an outstanding 
performance. They were proud to take 
home National Champion Letterman 
jackets. 

 Last month, the Starlets competed 
at the Americas Cup competition, held at Americas High school 
on February 9. It was a close call against John Drugan, but the 
Starlets had a flawless routine that brought home first. “I’m so 
proud of you guys,” said Starlets Coach, Ms. Sierra. Their 
performance was so energetic that they received the Judge’s 
Choice award.  "I am very happy and the proudest captain ever. 

We worked so hard and it finally payed off. I couldn't ask for a 
better team," said eighth grade cheer captain, Brystal Briones. 

In the Junior High Division there were seven teams. 
Ranchland Middle placed third and John Drugan Middle placed 
second. "It was the best feeling in the world, knowing that we 

accomplished what we worked for! 
There's no way to describe it," said 
seventh grader, Danielle Baltier. 
Three days before Americas Cup, the 
Starlets had a practice competition where 
all the parents got together to critique 
their performance. Unfortunately, a day 
before competition two girls were injured 
while working on tumbling passes. Due 
to the injuries, the Starlets had to alter 
their routine right before competition by  

rearranging both formations and stunts. Despite the last minute 
changes, they still won first place!

 In the last competition of the season, the Starlets placed 
second against Drugan at the Superior Festival held at Americas 
High School on March 2. Great season Starlets!

By Ari  Arias and Josh Vicarra  

By Sabrina Fierro
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY DR. SEUSS
 Stallions recently celebrated the birthday of  Theodor Seuss 

Geisel, better know as Dr. Seuss, with a fun filled week of 
amazing reading activities. Dr. Seuss wrote and illustrated 44 
children's books, including, Green E#s and Ham, Oh, the Places 
You'% Go, and Horton Hears A Who. Over 200 million copies of his 
books have been printed and 
translated into more than 15 
languages. 

In 1977, the National Education 
Association, or NEA, came up with 
the idea of a day to promote reading 
to kids and named it Read Across 
America. They decided to celebrate it 
on Dr. Seuss’s birthday, and now 
schools across the nation, including 
Slider, devote time to promote 
reading to their students.

Librarian, Mrs. Gomez, 
organized many interesting activities 
to get students thinking about reading. To get the weeklong 
celebration started, students signed the oath of reading 
promising that they would remain  loyal readers forever. On 
Tuesday, they played trivia games in the library and  won prizes. 

On Wednesday, the students took part in Book Pictionary. 
They selected a book title from an envelope and then had to 
draw something that symbolized that book, while their team 
members tried to guess which book they picked. For example, if 

a student picked the book, “Curious George,” they might have 
drawn a yellow hat or a monkey. If they guessed the correct book, 
that team got points. 

On Thursday, students gathered in the library during their 
lunch to watch a favorite Dr. Seuss movie, Cat in the Hat. While 

students ate cookies and watched the film 
they were also encouraged to enter their 
names in a drawing to to win a prize. The 
prizes included Stallion keychains, pencils, 
and Star Wars coloring books. Two 
winners from each grade were picked at 
random. On Friday, movies were awarded 
to three names drawn from a hat. 
Adding more fun to the movie day, eighth 
graders Ethan Portillo and Justin Wright, 
along with seventh graders Cydney 
Schwartz and Leslie Ayala, dressed up in 
Cat in the Hat suits to and help Mrs. 
Gomez in the library.  Ethan Portillo, who 

played the cat last year as well said, “All our friends laughed when 
they saw us dressed up, so it made it fun for everyone.”

Mrs. Gomez ended the week with  student karaoke. The 
lyrics of the song are printed on a TV screen with the 
background music, and the students just sung along with the 
words. Some favorite songs were ABC, Hey Jude, Hit Me Baby 
One More Time, and a variety of oldies. 

Have you ever seen one of those 
nasty black circles of gum on the ground? 
The seventh grade PRE-AP students were 
put to the task of finding the area of one 
of those "gum drops." Seventh grade PRE-
AP math teachers, Mrs. Rodriguez and 
Mrs. Portillo, gave the students three 
weeks to complete the project and graded 
them strictly. 

The teachers asked for unusual 
looking gum drops rather than those 

which formed a basic circle. The students  
learned about the area of different 
geometric figures, in addition to volume 
and perimeter. The math teachers had the 
students use a formula to find the area of 
the gum. To do this, the students had to 
add the number of interior squares (N) 
and the number of boundary squares (B) 
then divide by two. Once they found their 
answer, they multiplied it by the amount 
of linear units squared (U). The teachers 
asked them to count the number of square 
units to double check their work. “I think 
the kids did an awesome job considering 
that Pick’s Algorithm is hard for a seventh 
grader,” said math teacher, Mrs. 
Rodriguez. 

Pick’s Algorithm is another, easier 
way to find the area of an irregular shape. 
After the students traced over the  gum 
drop, they had to cut out the tracing and 
paste it on three different sized grids to 
allow  the students to try their gum drop 

on different sized measuring grids rather 
than an easy 1/2 inch grid. 

The students had an option of 
making a power point or a poster board. 
Based on the rubric, the students were 
graded on their demonstration, their final 
solution, and the steps they took to find 
the area of the gum drop. 

Seventh grader, Leslie Ayala, created a 
colorful poster board while many students 
created power points.  “It was different 
from most projects but it was cool and 
I'm glad I learned something,’’ Ayala said.

MATH STUDENTS FIND THE AREA OF GUM DROPS  

By Leslie Ayala and  Cydney Schwartz   

By Ari Arias, Alec Amador & Carolina Escobar
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Seven  talented seventh graders 
from Slider did so well on the ACT that 
they will be recognized at the next 
Socorro Independent School District, 
(SISD) board meeting. 

Olga Rohrer, Gerralyn Hill, Cydney 
Schwartz, Aaron Poste, Ariana Arias, 
Lizbeth Enriquez, and Jenny Cha each 
received a 21 or higher composite, or a 21 
or higher on any individual subject on 
the test. The subjects included science, 
math, english and reading. The test is 
scored on  a scale of 1-36, with 36 being 
the highest.   

Cha took the highest score with a 
composite of 24. “The algebra Mr. 
Arreola taught us in the workshop really 
helped, because I have never done that 
kind of math before,” said Cha.  

The students were part of a group 
of ten seventh graders from Slider who 
were singled out to be part of the Duke 
TIP program, which tests and tracks 
academically advanced seventh graders 
throughout high school.  

William D. Slider Middle School

11700 School Lane

El Paso, Texas 79936-5400
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The Stallion Pride is written, edited, and 
published by the Journalism students of 

William D. Slider Middle School

     “Youth and enthusiasm are always 
defeated by age and treachery,” said Slider 
principal, Mr. Troxel, who correctly 
predicted the outcome of the annual 
teacher vs student basketball game. True 
to form, the teachers used the same 
tactics they used last year to win. 
      The game was held in the gym during 
enrichment on March 7, and the tickets, 
which sold for two dollars will go toward 
funding all Slider sports teams.
      The game started out with a lineup of 
athletic male teachers, including Mr. 
Trujillo, Mr. Colorado, Coach Valdez, and 
Mr. Perez, who scored eight points during 
the game. It didn’t take long for the eighth  
grade boys to wear them down before the 
female teachers had their turn. This was 

pure entertainment for the students 
watching, as only Ms. Sierra and Mrs. 
Morales were entirely sure of the rules. 
Mrs. Hernandez, Mrs. Cholka and Mrs. 
Schwartz seemed to follow the crowd 
around the court, tackling students at 
random!
     The teachers won with a final score of 
23-17, which made them champions for the 
third year in a row.    

ANDRUS SETS TWO RECORDS IN TRACK FINALS 

stallion pride

HIGH SCORES ON ACT TEACHERS WIN AGAIN 

A team of  six eighth grade boys did an amazing job in the track finals, placing 
second overall with the help of super star Tyreese Andrus. “I was positive it was going 
to be an awesome season, all the boys showed dedication and love for the sport,” 
commented head coach Gatei. On February 27, Andrus placed 1st in four events and 
broke two records in the process! In the long jump he broke the existing record with a 
19.6 foot jump. He broke the 100 hurdle record with time of 16.88.  He also won the 
high jump.

Andrus was also the third leg in the 4x200 meter relay.  Tury Cepeda started off, 
followed by Edward Garibay,  and Andres Carmona finished the relay, setting a new 
record of  1.39.47 . Carmona also placed 1st in the 200 meter dash and 2nd in the 100 
meter dash. Marcus Carbajal also got 3rd in the 300 meter hurdles and 2nd in the 1600 
meter run. Arturo Cepeda placed third in the 100 meter hurdles and Isaiah Cabral also 

got 3rd in the discus throw.
The eighth grade girls placed tenth overall. The girls 
placed 4th in the 4x100 meter relay with the help of 
Ashley Aguilar, Alina Dominguez, Esther Franklin, 
and Angela Chavira. Mckenna Fisher, Richara Tilman, 
Esther Franklin, and Angela Chavira placed 4th in the 
4x400 meter relay and Angela Chavira placed 3rd in 
the 100 meter dash.
 SEVENTH GRADE 
The seventh grade girls did an amazing job at the 

finals, placing fourth overall, thanks to a team effort. Jordan Maxwell placed 1st in the 
200 meter dash, and 2nd in the 100 meter hurdles, followed closely by Natalie Lopez in 
4th. Maxwell also placed 3rd in the long jump, and she was part of the 2nd place 4x100 
relay team, with Natalie Lopez, Mariana Porros, and Tatiana Wyno. Wyno also placed 
3rd in the 400 meter run and 3rd in high jump. 

The 7th grade boys tried their best but came in eighth  place overall. Javier Gomez 
placed 2nd in the 110 hurdlers, while, Ivan Viliches placed 3rd in the 200 meter dash 
and 4th in the high jump. Coming in 3rd in the 300 meter hurdlers was Alejandro 
Aguilar and in the discus throw was Eric Ramirez in third.

 

By Andy Carmona, Olga Rohrer,    
Gerralyn Hill,  & Lizbeth Enriquez

By Olga Rohrer and Gerralyn Hill
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