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GT STUDENTS BLAST OFF TO TEAM QUEST 
Fifty four seventh and eighth grade 

Stallions recently competed in the Team 
Quest contest held at Adventures in 
Learning.

Natalie Arras, Gerralyn Hill, Sofia 
Lopez, and Patricia Aguirre all went 
home with a first place Team Quest 
medal. “Overall, the seventh graders were 
more competitive, and that’s why they 
scored higher than the eighth graders,” 
said Mrs. Hernandez. 

Team Quest is designed for all gifted 
and talented (GT) students and involves 
solving a series of challenges around a 
general theme. This year’s theme was 
“Beyond Earth,” where students were 
exposed to a variety of topics involving 
space. GT coordinator, Mrs. Apodaca, 
and the GT students’ enrichment 
teachers, Mrs. Hernandez, Mrs. 
Beneviedes, and Mrs. Gomez, helped 
prepare the students before the contest. 

The challenges, which tested the 
students in math, engineering, creativity, 
and trivia, included building a futuristic 
communication device with only paper, 

popsicle sticks, and pipe cleaners. The 
second objective had the students solve 
multiple challenging math problems 
having to do with light-years and the 
rotation of various planets. All the 
equations had to be solved in only 20 

minutes. None of the groups were able to 
finish on time, so they will be practicing 
some math before the next competition.   

In the engineering test, students had 
to create stands to position eight mirrors 
and have them reflect a laser onto a 
target. Next was a creativity test where 
the first place winners excelled in 

constructing a rover that would function 
on Mars using only foil, paper, cardboard, 
foam cups, plastic lids, and pipe cleaners. 
The final challenge was a trivia test. The 
students had to go to four stations and 
answer questions having to do with the 
sun, planets, and the most challenging of 
all, the moons. 

The number of points the groups 
scored will determine who they compete 
against at district. Team Arras, Hill, 
Lopez and Aguirre took top honors with 
a score of 341 points. “I am really glad 
that my team put a 110% effort into these 
challenges, and all that hard work paid 
off,” exclaimed seventh grader, Natalie 
Arras.

The top five teams will compete 
against seventh and eighth graders from 
all over Socorro at the district level on 
December 9. Those who score highest 
will compete regionally on February 4. 
Good luck Stallions! 

FUTURE FRESHMAN TOUR MONTWOOD   
‘’I can’t believe we are going to be freshmen next year!” 

exclaimed Myranda 
Prieto as the eighth 
grade students 
approached the 
entrance of 
Montwood High 
School. The trip 
was planned to help 
incoming freshmen 
understand the 

many elective choices in Career and Technology education 
available to them. 

Montwood’s talented drum line welcomed the Stallions, who 
watched a slideshow put together by Ramon Lopez and Josh 

Lopez, two former Slider students. After the choir sang, and the 
Emerald Dancers performed, the head counselor discussed the 
programs. Then the students went on an extensive tour of Career 
and Technology classes. 

Mr. Condra, the Woodshop instructor, busted out a 
freestyle rap which made all the students relax and realize that, 
just like their Slider teachers, Montwood teachers have a fun side 
as well. Media students were impressed by Mr. Kenley’s Media 
Technology room full of broadcast equipment. They also visited 
the Electrical Trades, Animation, Cosmetology, Law 
Enforcement, and Culinary Arts classrooms. A group of 
Montwood seniors were on hand to talk  to the students about 
the expectations they will be required to meet in order to 
graduate.‘‘The trip went really well!” stated Exploring Career 
teacher, Mrs. Hernandez, who organized the outing. 
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SCIENCE CLASSES USE DEMONSTRATION TO SHOW CHEMICAL REACTIONS 
Eighth grade science teachers Mr.  

Pena and Mr. Arreola came up with 
creative ways to have their students 
demonstrate how a chemical reaction 
works.The purpose of the experiments 
was to have students produce and 
recognize the signs of chemical reaction, 
which include rust, precipitation, color 
and temperature change. 

In Mr. Arreola’s class, they used Diet 
coke, and Mentos mints. Students took 
their two liter bottles of diet soda outside 
to the baseball field.Then, they uncapped 
the soda and added several Mentos mints. 
This created a reaction between a 
carbonated beverage and candies that 
caused the soda to foam and erupt 
violently out of its container. The reason 
for this is that the numerous small pores 
on the candy's surface cause the release of 
carbon dioxide (CO2) gas from the soda, 
resulting in the great amount of foam. 
Although any carbonated beverage will 
work, people have gotten the best 
reaction with Diet Coke because the 
aspartame in diet soda lowers the surface 

tension and causes a bigger reaction. The 
Mentos used were mint-flavored with no 
coating, so the surface of the mint was 
covered with many small holes that 
increase the surface area available for 
reaction and make the CO2 bubbles 
create a "jet" of foam. “That was the most 
fun I’ve ever had in science class,” said 
astonished eight grader Alden Gonzales. 

In Mr. Pena’s room, students put on 
safety goggles to see what happened when 
liver was combined with hydrogen 
peroxide. They added hydrogen peroxide 
(H2O2) to a glass beaker then added the 
raw liver! The chemical reaction happened 
when the the catalase enzymes in the liver 
cells react with the solution. The 
hydrogen peroxide  immediately reacted 
by foaming up violently with lots of 
bubbles, and producing a horrific odor. 
“Yuck, that really stunk,” said Michelle 
Hernandez. 

Using these chemical reactions made 
the lesson easier for the students to 
understand and remember.

STALLIONS SELECTED FOR ALL REGIONAL BAND 

CHEMICAL REACTIONS were observed through 
two experiments in Mr. Pena’s and Mr. Arreola’s 
eighth grade science classes.

Eighth graders, Julia Patrick, Mathew Palacios, David 
Kelley, and McKenna Fisher have all been selected to join the 
All Region Band. Slider’s Symphonic and Honor bands tried out 
against all the districts in El Paso on November 9, to achieve 
the honor of playing with the All Region Band.

 All Region is a mandatory competition where students try 
out with two pieces of music, which 
are called études. Étude is a French 
word meaning study. In music it is a 
short musical composition designed to 
provide practice in a particular 
technical skill in the performance of a 
solo instrument. Band directors, Ms. 
Hernandez and Mrs. Acosta gave 
students the music in August so they 
had two and a half months to practice 
before the All Region try outs this month. Master classes for 
each instrument were also taught on various days early in the 
morning to help the students refine their music, and help them 
qualify for All Region. Students also had to be passing all classes 
to compete. 

Students performed their études at Desert View Middle 
School and were scored by judges who were hidden behind a 
curtain. After the solo performances, the students were able to 
see where they ranked. 

If the student scored high enough to pass this round, they 
moved on to phase two, which was held at Wiggs Middle 

School. At this competition they had to sight 
read. Sight reading is where the students are 
given a piece of music they have never seen 
before, and are scored on how well they play it 
the first time. If they score well in phase two, 
they are invited to join the All Region Band. 
On November 15, the students who made the 
All Region Band went to Coronado High 
School for an all region band clinic and 
concert. They practiced both Friday night and 

Saturday morning before performing a concert on Saturday 
afternoon.

 “It’s a very positive experience for them. They learn plenty 
of music and get to meet kids from other schools. It stretches 
them and makes them better musicians,” said Ms. Hernandez.  

By Lexie Aguilar 

By Leslie Ayala,  Priscilla Eck & Seth Esparza
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WINTER  FESTIVITIES
The month everyone has been anticipating is nearly here, 

and these are just some of the events you can enjoy this holiday 
season. The City of El Paso Parks and Recreation Department 
and evolve Federal Credit Union present the 78th annual Evolve 
Credit Union “Celebration of Lights” Christmas tree and 
displays Saturday, Dec. 7, at Cleveland Square Plaza, Downtown 
(between El Paso Museum of History and El Paso Library). The 
ceremony begins at 4:30 p.m. with live entertainment.

Lights of LUV, the Ronald McDonald House on 300 E. 
California, hosts its annual Christmas lights celebration on 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, with music, kids’ crafts, and refreshments. 
This Christmas celebration is sponsored by Children’s Hospital 
at Providence and Southwest Airlines. Admission is free and 
everyone is invited. 

Are you a fan of classics? If you are, go to the Nutcracker’s 
Ballet at UTEP  Magoffin Auditorium on Dec. 18-20. And what 
better way to spend a cold December evening than watching the 
breathtaking dancers from the Imagine Dance Academy.  Join 
them for the 10th Annual Winter Recital at the Abraham Chavez 
Theatre in December. The recital starts at 6:00 pm and 
admission is $9.

 Want to make memories and have fun? Come to the Gifts 
Are Memories community event from 10:00am-2:00pm at 1140 
James Watt.  This memory making event will include free books, 
popcorn, face painting, cotton candy, arts and crafts, jumping 
balloon, playroom, Xbox and more! Plus, with all this fun, a free 
Christmas present for ages 13 and younger. 

 The annual “Christkindlmarket” arts and crafts festival is 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 1, at the German Community 

Center (Soldatenstube), Robert E. Lee Road, Fort Bliss. The 
traditional German Christmas fair features numerous vendors 
selling handmade products ranging from decorations, handmade 
greeting cards, quilts to woodcraft products.

Ardovino’s Desert Crossing Restaurant and Banquet Facility 
will host its 9th annual market from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 1, in the Sunset Hall, with more local artists, craftspersons 
and vendors from the Farmers Market. Admission is free.

Do you have a passion for reading? The Teen Book Club 
Meets at Fort Bliss Mickelson Library 2E Sheridan Road, is just 
the place. You can share your thoughts on your favorite books 
and nibble on delectable snacks. The best of all? You get to enjoy 
all this for free on December 5 at 4:30p.m.! 

There’s a sleep over party at the El Paso Zoo! Registration 
ends November 22. You get to explore the zoo after hours with 
all of your favorite animals. You also get an evening and early 
morning tour, live animal presentations, nighttime visits to your 
favorite animals, animal related activities, morning and evening 
snacks and a campfire story! All this fun happens December 6 at 
6:00PM-8:00p.m. Don’t forget your sleeping bag! 

With so many fun things going on in El Paso, it’s easy to get 
out and get into the holiday spirit! 

 Mrs. Cholka, National Junior Honor 
Society (NJHS) coordinator, recently 
created a council of ten NJHS members 
to serve as leadership board. The 
committee includes five eighth graders, 
Ally Ye, John Kotter, Madison Poppe, 
Dorian Espinoza, and Xavien Alegria, and  
five seventh graders,  Ariana Arias, 
Brianna Arias, Julie Bejerrano, Ava Garza, 
and Cydney Schwartz. 

Mrs. Cholka picked the cabinet 
members based on three qualities. 
Number one, enthusiasm. She selected 
committed students that showed that they 
really want to help out. Number two, 
persistence. She wanted kids on the 
committee that were going to try their 
hardest to do what they needed to do, 
every time they were asked. And last but 

not least, students who voiced an interest. 
Mrs. Cholka wanted kids on the council 

that showed her, in one way or another, 
that they were very interested in being 
part of the committee. 

In addition to electing a council of 
officers, the members are still collecting 
soda can tabs to support families with 

children in the hospital. Every quart 
sandwich bag of tabs provides a family in 
need a one night stay at the Ronald 
McDonald house. The Ronald McDonald 
house is a place for families to stay if they 
have children in the hospital. Eighth grade 
Exploring Careers teacher, Mrs. 
Hernandez, often stayed in the Ronald 
McDonald House while her son was in the 
hospital. 

NJHS also gave wonderful gifts this 
Thanksgiving. The members bought the 
cafeteria and custodial staff food products 
for Thanksgiving, which was paid for with 
the money from the candy fundraiser and 
donations from NJHS members. The 
NJHS members also treated the teachers 
with some sweets. Thank you NJHS 
members, for your services!

NJHS FORMS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL TO GUIDE MEMBERS 

By Jenny Cha & Olga Rohrer

By Ari Arias  & Cydney Schwartz
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Science teacher, Mrs. Cholka, 
brought The Astronomy Club of El Paso  
to Slider’s first Star Gazing event.

Students braved the chilly weather 
to look through four high powered 
telescopes set up on the outdoor 
basketball courts. “The telescope had a 
phenomenal view, I could see the little 
craters on the moon,” said seventh 
grader, Brianna Arias. 

According to the Farmer’s Almanac, 
the November Moon is also called the 
Beaver Moon, because at this time of 
year the beavers are busy preparing for 
winter. It signaled a time to set beaver 
traps and secure a store of warm fur 
before the swamps froze over. Some 
Native American tribes called this the 
Frosty Moon. (

Despite the cloudy night, the 
students could see constellations in the 
November sky as well as the planet 
Venus. This month Venus, when seen 
through a telescope, resembles the 
Earth's moon just before the first 
quarter phase. And just like the Moon, 
Venus goes through a full range of 
phases. 

“It’s a nice way for the kids to learn 
to appreciate science,” said Mrs. Cholka.
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Do you need a big brother or sister? 
The Peer Assistance Leadership Service, 
or PALS, is the place for Slider Stallions to 
connect with outstanding high school 
students. The PALS are high school 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors who 

pledge to 
stay 
drug, 
alcohol, 
and 
tobacco 

free. 
Counselors and administrators 

recommend the students because it makes 
a fantastic change in their lives. Mrs. Lara 
pairs the middle and high school students 
based on responses to an evaluation. The 

PALS help students with social skills, and 
personal problems which improves their 
lives. The PALS build long lasting 
relationships with one another. 

The high school students come twice 
a month on Tuesdays. Montwood PAL 
Warren Reddex stated, “It is a great 
experience for students to have fun!” 

 PALS meetings are forty-minute 
sessions where students can play games, 
take part in activities, socialize, and go on 
field trips.  They also take time to discuss 
with one another school and personal 
goals. Seventh grade PALEE, Andrea 
Fonseca, said, “It’s really fun playing 
games with my PAL, Warren, he’s such a 
nice guy.” 

THE SCOOP ON THE  HOOPS 

stallion pride

SLIDER STAR GAZING 

By Leila Keys & Sabrina Fierro

STALLIONS AND RAMS BECOME “PALS”

 SEVENTH GRADE 
The Lady Stallions are still undefeated, with a record of 5-0. In their most recent 

game, the Lady Stallions crushed the Ensor 
Eagles with a score of 41-24. Jordan Maxwell led 
the team to victory, with Austyn Guzman and 
Madelynne Mendoza also contributing to the 
team’s success. Coach Overton commented, “The 
girls are working hard at every practice and that 
work is what is leading us to victory. It feels 
good.” 
On November 6, they triumphed over the Clarke 

Cowboys with a  score of 44-36, and defeated the Montwood Moose, 54-26 on October 
29. Earlier this month they swept the floor with the Hernando Cavaliers with a score of 
43-20 and defeated the Sanchez Warriors. Keep it up girls! 

The seventh grade boys suffered their only loss to Ensor with a record of 4-1. On 
November 13, they displayed exceptional skill, but lost with a score of 67-58. They shut 
out the Clarke Cowboys with a score of 52-23 on November 6. These boys also trampled 
over the Montwood Moose, Hernando Cavaliers, and Sanchez Warriors earlier in the 
season.

EIGHTH GRADE 
The eighth grade girls have found the competition a bit more difficult than they 

thought, posting a 3-2 record, losing to the Ensor Eagles. They did, however crush the 
Clarke Cowboys and the Montwood Moose.

 The eighth grade boys have also been working hard with a record of 3-2. Facing 
the Ensor Eagles, the boys played hard but found themselves on the losing end of 70-60 
score. On November 6, they destroyed the Clarke Cowboys with a score of 47-18, but 
they found it more difficult to overcome the Montwood Moose earlier this season, 
losing with a close score of 63-60. 

The basketball teams will continue the season up to the Thanksgiving break. Let’s 
get out there and give our teams some support!

By Andrea Fonseca & Alec Amador

By Olga Rohrer & Jenny Cha
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