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STALLIONS CELEBRATE RED RIBBON WEEK 
Slider students showed their 

commitment to stay off drugs by dressing 
up each day last week. Red Ribbon week 
has  been celebrated around the country 
since 1988 because of one man, Enrique 
Camarena, also know as “Kiki.” 

Camarena 
was an 
undercover 
Drug 
Enforcement 
Agent 
investigating 
a drug case. 

He was abducted at a gas station in 
Mexico by the suspected drug traffickers 
and killed. Students wear red in 
remembrance of Camarena, and to honor 
of all the people who have been killed 
due to violence and drugs. Now, schools 
celebrate Red Ribbon week to keep 
students off drugs. Guidance counselor, 
Mrs. Butler, came up with a theme for 
each day of the week and reminded 
students to, “Choose life, not drugs.” 

  Monday was wear red day, and 
many students wore red shirts as well as 
red “drug free, the way to be,” ribbons 
and bracelets given out by the 
counselors.Tuesday’s theme was “peace, 
love, not drugs,” and students dressed 
like hippies in tie-dyed shirts and jeans 
with big sunglasses. Wednesday was “drug 
free and crazy,” and students displayed 
many different colors of hair and their 
silliest socks. Seventh grader, Lizbeth 
Enriquez, wore Batman socks with a cape 
and seventh grader, Hannia Mendoza, 
brightened the hallway with a neon pink 
wig. Thursday was, “say boo to drugs,” 
and students wore their Halloween 
costumes to “scare out drugs.” Faculty 
and staff alike dressed up as clowns, 
witches, crayons, and in 50’s attire. 
Eighth grader, Everett Ruhl, wore a 
replica of Miley Cyrus’s costume from 
the Video Music Awards, and Ethan 
Portillo copied her “west coast” look.

Slider librarian, Mrs. Gomez, 
dressed as a Madonna zombie and hosted 
the first ever Halloween Zombie 

Luncheon. Library aide, Mrs. Chavaria, 
scared everyone with her zipper face, and 
band teacher, Ms. Hernandez, was a 
trumpet playing cockroach zombie!  Even 
Mr.Troxel became a zombie principal for 
a day. “My main goal was to get the 
teachers to dress up. It was a way for me 
to bond with the teachers,” said Mrs. 
Gomez. Friday was, “light up a score 
board, not a cigarette,” and students wore 
sports shirts representing the Cowboys, 
Broncos, Red Sox, and even their city 
league jerseys. Everyone participated to 
make Red Ribbon week a success. 

STARLETS HOLD ANNUAL  SPOOKTACULAR  
Shrieks and screams filled the air at this year’s Spooktacular. 

In addition to the dance, there were many activities to take part 
in, such as a cake walk, ring toss, 
concessions, marriage booth, 
and the haunted house. Starlets 
and their parents set up the 
attraction earlier in the 
afternoon and acted as ghouls to 
scare anyone who dared to step 
inside.‘‘It was pretty cool and 
scary,’’ said seventh grader 
Anthony Ceballos.    
The Spooktacular is considered 
a tradition at Slider with the 
Starlets and Ms. Sierra striving 

to make each year scarier than the last. The Starlets were dressed 
like zombies and in other scary costumes, including creepy 
creatures of the night. The tickets were four dollars, which 
included the haunted house and the dance. 

There was also a blow up Halloween background where 
people could take scary photos. At the cake walk there were 
chocolate, vanilla and other homemade cakes ready to be given 
away to the excited rafflers. At the end of the dance, anyone who 
was in a costume went to the cafeteria to compete in the 
costume contest. There were people dressed as clowns, witches, 
and nerds, but the winner was eighth grader, Emily Smith, 
dressed as a zombie. Second Place was Allison Eriques, a black 
swan, and third place was Chase Fisher, dressed in a blue morph 
suit. They each won a big bag of candy. 

In the end, everyone had a frightfully good time.

stallion pride
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FIRST NEW TRIPLE A CARD MEMBERS HONORED
Attitude, academics, and attendance 

are three factors that make up well 
rounded students. In the past, there have 
been many of these students, but now, 
they are finally being recognized! If 
students approach school with a 
stupendous attitude, make amazing 
grades, and come to school everyday, they 
will receive a Triple A card. There are two 
types of Triple A cards, the elite card, and 
the standard card. The elite Triple A card 
is given to students with straight A’s. It is 
also given to students with perfect 
attendance who make A’s and B’s.The 
standard card is presented to students 
with perfect attendance or students who 
make A’s and B’s. If a student owns a Triple 
A card, and their grades drop or they miss 
multiple classes, their card will be 
confiscated. 

The students who own the standard 
card have privileges such as: wearing jeans 
on Fridays, a Parent Teacher Organization 
concession treat, and being the first to be 
released to school events. All Triple A 
members are given a standard card. If a 

student is an elite Triple A member, they 
will also be rewarded with an additional 
card that comes with extra privileges such 
as a Bahama Bucks incentive, ten minute 
early release on designated days, and five 
minute early dismissal to lunch on 
Fridays. Sometimes, during Enrichment, 
Triple A card members will also be able to 
go to the cafeteria and relax by playing 
board games and using their handheld 
devices such as iPads, iPhones, and 
Nooks. 

The program began October 16 with 
all Triple A members gathered in the 
cafeteria to honor their hard work. Their 
reward was ice cream, courtesy of the 
Student Council, and a free enrichment 
period where they could relax and talk 
with friends. There were 348 students at 
the party!  “Over forty-five percent of the 
whole Slider population are now Triple A 
members, which is really great!” said Mr. 
Ballard, who created the program. 

It’s not too late to join. Eligibility is 
based on your progress report, report 
card, or attendance record. 

MRS. NUTT’S STUDENTS EXPERIENCE THE PAST

TRIPLE A - Perfect Attendance or all A/B grades
TRIPLE A ELITE - Perfect attendance with all A 
grades or perfect attendance with all A/B grades.
Students are eligible with progress reports, report 
card or attendance records.

Everyone enjoys Halloween because of all the treats, and 
seventh grade social studies teacher, Mrs. Nutt, used history to 
make it a learning experience. 

She created an activity to demonstrate how the European 
settlers who came to Texas traded goods with the Native 
Americans who lived here from the 1500s 
until the late 1800s. Although they did have 
conflicts, many tribes established peaceful 
trade relations with the colonists. From the 
seventeenth to the nineteenth century, the 
English and French settlers also traded for 
animal pelts and fur. The groups spoke 
different languages so it was very difficult 
for them to communicate. 

Mrs. Nutt had each of her students 
bring enough candy for everyone in the class 
on Halloween. Students began by giving out candy equally, and 
then they traded with each other. The whole idea of the project 
was to try and trade for the candy you wanted the most. Some 
students were successful, while others were not. In this activity, 
students could not speak, because Mrs. Nutt wanted her 
students to experience what it was like to trade and barter 

without language. After the trade was completed, the students 
shook hands to show that the compromise was successful. 

Earlier this month Mrs. Nutt had her two Pre-AP classes 
re-live the life of the Native Americans who lived in the 
missions, that the Spanish built in Texas to lay claim to the land. 

The classroom was deathly silent as Father 
Gabriel, played by Gabriel Dominguez, 
recited prayers in Spanish. He was 
reenacting a common scene in a Texas 
mission, a priest holding mass for the Native 
Americans. She had the classes do this 
project so that they can fully understand 
how unfair the Spanish treatment of the 
Native Americans was in 1493. “I can’t 
believe how harsh the Spanish people 
treated the Native Americans,” commented 

Gerralyn Hill during the project. 
To make sure students understood what the Spanish did, 

students were divided into groups so they could experience the 
hardships. Seventh grader, Ariana Arias, was part of the kitchen 
group. She took Skittles and pretended they were seeds and 
ground them with a mortar and pestle. 

By Cydney Schwartz & Ari Arias

By Leslie Ayala, & Leila Keys, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_people
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STALLIONS STAY HEALTHY WITH FLU SHOT 
Immunize El Paso, the Community Health Service 

department of Providence Memorial Hospital, gave over 60 flu 
shots to students and faculty in the Slider cafeteria earlier this 
fall. On September 24, 2013, from 2:30-4:30, the Influenza type A 
and type B shot and nasal mist was given. Nadia Kern, a seventh 

grader who got the Influenza shot, 
explained how it felt, “Even though it 
hurt, it was worth it to avoid getting 
the flu.” 
Several faculty members, including 
Band director Ms. Hernandez and 
Nurse Suzy Zambrano, also got the 
shot. Nurse Suzy said, “This is the 
best turnout we have ever had!" 
Students who were participating later 
that day in sports could opt for the 
nasal-spray flu vaccine to avoid  
having a sore arm.  However, most 
people who got the shot were only 
sore for a little while, and physical 

activity helped alleviate the pain. 
The flu is a contagious virus also known as Influenza or the 

“serious” version of the common cold in terms of symptoms. 
Each year, an average of 20,000 children under the age of 5 are 
hospitalized because of flu related complications. When 
someone with the infection coughs, sneezes or talks, flu viruses 
travel through air in little drops and causes other people to get 
the flu. 

This virus spreads very fast, and its symptoms include: fever, 
coughing, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body 
aches, headaches and fatigue. The best way to protect against 
seasonal flu and its potential severe complications is for children 
to get a seasonal influenza vaccine each year. A flu vaccination is 
recommended for all ages six months and up. All children and 
adults should get a flu shot every year because the virus is 
constantly changing. 

This particular shot, “Influenza type A and type B,” prevents 
young children and adults from getting the virus. Once 
individuals are injected with the dead virus through the vaccine, 
their bodies get used to it. Making healthy choices at school and 
at home, such as washing hands and using sanitizer, can help 
prevent the flu and keep it from spreading to others.  

Another thing to avoid is taking antibiotics for a virus. 
People’s bodies are starting to resist antibiotics because they 
have been used for the wrong illnesses. Antibiotics are not for 
colds or flu, most coughs and bronchitis, sore throats not caused 
by strep, or runny noses. Taking antibiotics for these symptoms 
will not cure the infections, keep others from catching them, or 
make the sick person 
feel better. 

If you get the 
flu, resting and 
drinking  plenty of 
fluids will speed your 
recovery time.

“This project was so fun, and I’m 
excited about how pretty my mask turned 
out,” said sixth grader Skyler Smith of the 
amazing mask she created. Mrs. Kern’s 
Theater Arts classes recently used their 
creativity to design fantastic, wearable 
masks. 

Masks are often used in drama to 
depict a certain character, such as a 
person, hero, devil, ghost, 0r animal,  in a 
performance. They add color and glamour 
to theater work and their history can be 
traced back to the ancient Greek,   
Egyptian and Roman dramas to portray 
characters. At Slider, the masks are used to 
help new actors understand characters and  
action in a play.

For this project, students first studied 
a variety of masks in the theater text 

book, learning about basic, neutral and 
character masks. They then used the 
internet to research the specific type of 
mask they wanted to create. They drew 

their original design on paper then drew it 
on the actual mask. Mrs. Kern provided 
all the materials her students needed, 
including the masks, paint, feathers and 
sequins. The students used the materials 

to make their own individual visions come 
to life! They spent the next several days 
creating images of  Mickey Mouse, 
Superman, skulls, puzzles, rainbows, and 
the horrifying Jigsaw! 

“I felt like doing something unique,” 
said seventh grader Gerralyn Hill, who 
created a stunning butterfly design.     
Mrs. Kern does this project each year 
during the month of October , and it is 
one of the students’ favorites. 

After all the hard work, the theater 
students were amazed by how well their 
masks turned out, and couldn’t wait to 
wear them home. “It is one of the messier 
projects, but the kids are always surprised 
at how artistic and creative they can be,” 
said Mrs. Kern. 

THEATER ARTS CLASS CREATES CHARACTER MASKS  

By Leila Keys and Mark Peralta

By Arturo Cepeda, Kayla Kish, & Diana Flores
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Seventh grade math teachers, Mrs. 
Portillo and Mrs. Rodriguez are hosting 
a group called Youth for Christ every 
Tuesday after school, at 3:30. The group 
gathers in Mrs. Portillo’s  portable to 
talk about how to stay positive and solve 
problems they might encounter at 
school, in a Christian manner. 

Students can bring up situations at 
school and talk about how to handle 

them by being proactive rather than 
reactive, for example. The group also 
eats pizza and plays games. At the end of 
each meeting, one student wins a five 
dollar gift card to Sonic. “I love playing 
the games and hanging out with friends 
while learning,” exclaimed seventh 
grader Andrea Fonseca. “It’s about 
welcoming all to learn about God’s love!” 
said Mrs. Portillo. Everyone is invited to 
come on down and join the fun! 

William D. Slider Middle School

11700 School Lane

El Paso, Texas 79936-5400

915.937.5400

Mr. Steve Troxel, Principal

 Mrs. C.C. Schwartz, Advisor

Email: mschwa@sisd.net

The Stallion Pride is written, edited, and 
published by the Journalism students of 

William D. Slider Middle School

The Stallion seventh grade football 
team finished off an undefeated season 
with a shutout win over the Puentes 
Bobcats, 20-0 and won the SISD District 
Championship.

The team came out with their hair 
dyed blonde as was the tradition started 
by the Montwood High School team.  The 
Stallions took control of the game in the 
first quarter, when running back, Jonathan 
Favila  scored the first touchdown of the 
game. “I think scoring the first touchdown 
made us a lot more confident, that was 
exactly what we needed to win the game,” 
said Favila.

Eric Ramirez added another 
touchdown in the second quarter, and 
then the team excited the large crowd 
with a Hail Mary pass by Brandon Veliz, 
whose catch in the in-zone took the score 

to 20-0 as the two teams left the field for 
halftime.

During the halftime break, Coach 
Hernandez reminded the team that there 
was a second half to play and it was 

important for the boys to play with 
poise and protect the hard fought lead. 

The two teams came back on the 
field for the second half which became a 
defensive struggle with neither team 
able to score on the other. The Stallion 
defense continued to play hard and 
turned back every threat the Bobcats 
attempted over the final two quarters. 

As the final seconds of the fourth 
quarter ran down and the scoreboard 
showed time had expired, the dreams of 

the Stallions were no longer just dreams, 
they made this one a reality. “When we 
first saw the boys back in July, we weren’t 
sure they had what it took to win a 
championship, but the credit goes to 
them, they worked hard all season, played 
smart in the games and found a way to 
win,” said Coach Frischman. After the 
game, the team did their signature Stallion 
jacks, where they spelled out, “Stallions,” 
and then celebrated their hard work. The 
Stallions went home with a perfect record 
for the season and big smiles on their 
faces. 

BASKETBALL SEASON STARTS stallion pride

YOUTH FOR CHRIST

By Gerralyn Hill 

SEVENTH GRADE STALLIONS FINISH PERFECT SEASON

Basketball season began at Slider with both teams racing out to early wins. The 
eighth grade boys team came out big in their first game of the season, downing the 
Sanchez Warriors 46-34. When the squad faced the Hernando Cavaliers, they found the 
going a little tougher but brought home a win, 44-39. Into their third game, the squad 
faced the Montwood Moose and both teams put on a scoring exhibition with the 
Moose taking the win 63-60, dropping the boys’ record to 2-1.

The seventh grade team has jumped out to a 3-0 record with wins over Sanchez, 
Hernando and Montwood Middle. The squad doubled the score of the Moose downing 
them 44-22. 

The girls’ teams have also started the season strong with the eighth grade squad 
sporting a 2-1 record while the seventh graders find themselves undefeated this early in 
the season with a 3-0 record. Jordan Maxwell and Natalie Arras are leading the squad in 
scoring with the team relying on defense to contribute to the wins. 

Coach Elmer, who leads the eighth grade team, summed up the early season, “The 
girls are still learning some of the sets, but are playing well as a team and I’m proud of 
that.”

By Lizbeth Enriquez & Josh Vizcarra

By Myranda Prieto, Akeala Rodriguez, 
Sabrina Fierro & Andy Carmona
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