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LADY STALLIONS WIN VOLLEYBALL DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS
Both seventh and eighth grade Lady 

Stallions Volleyball won their 
tournaments to become District 
Champions! Both teams went into the 
tournament undefeated with a record of 
8-0, leaving only two matches between 
them and the District Championship. 
However, those last wins did not come 

easy. 
The 
seventh 
graders 
first had to 
conquer 
the 
Montwood 
Middle 

Moose for the Division Championship. It 
took the seventh graders only two games 
to shut them down, but the first game 
was a close 25-21. Next they played 
Hambric, and one look at the tall, strong 
girls told them it was not going to be a 
simple win. At one point the Lady 
Stallions found themselves down by 10 
points. Nadia Kern said, “When they got 

ahead we started to get nervous, because 
they were powerful players.” That was 
when the seventh graders dug in and 
played as a team. They tied the score 
then moved ahead to win the first game 
25-18.During the second game, Slider’s 
teamwork took over and led them to a 
close 25-23 win. Principal Troxel 
commented, “Hambric had super 
individual players but they didn’t work 
together as a team the way our seventh 
graders did.” Coach Sierra was ecstatic 
over the win. At their last practice before 
the tournament she told the girls 
sincerely, “I have never had a team work 
so well together.”

Although Coach Trujillo’s eighth 
graders also went into the tournament 
8-0, they still had to work hard for their 
title. The first game against Sunridge was 
close, 25-23. Then, the girls warmed up 
and beat them 25-12 in game two. They 
then faced the impressive Drugan 
Dragons. In the first few minutes of the 
game, it was clear that these two teams 
were evenly matched. The first game was 

close, but the Stallions pulled ahead to 
win 25-22. The second game was intense, 
with Slider struggling to score and falling 
behind by ten points. After fighting back 
with solid play, the eighth graders took 
25-21 victory, wrapping up the 
tournament crown and  the District 
Championship. “I’m incredibly pleased to 
say I play with this team. We really 
stepped up when necessary and that’s 
what has helped us win,” said eighth 
grader, Jacquie Zuloaga. Carina Arias, 
Lauren Carreon, and Danielle Madrid 
were all top scorers. “I was blessed with a 
talented team,” said first year Coach, 
Trujillo.Congratulations, and thanks for 
such an exciting season Lady Stallions!  

NEW AIDE IS LIBRARY FRIENDLY 

A big Stallion welcome to Mrs. Jessica Chavarria, Slider’s 
new library and At Risk aide! This is her first year in SISD, and 

she is happy to be working in a 
library, one of her favorite 
places. 
Mrs. Chavarria will also be 
helping students who have a 
high possibility of failing. 
For the past four years, she has 
been a teacher at Escuela 
Montessori, and a teacher’s aide 
four years previous to that. 

It was there that Mrs. Chavarria gained experience in 
teaching. As a library aide, Mrs. Chavaria will use her love of 
books to inspire students to read. Her favorite author is Sophie 
Kinsella, who has written a book series called, “Shopaholic.”

Although she has only recently joined the Slider community, 
students and staff alike are already drawn to her friendly smile 
and sunny disposition. 

What she likes best about Slider is that, “Everyone 
generates such a positive, bubbly attitude, and students seem so 
excited to be here,” she said. 

In her spare time she enjoys fine art photography. She and 
her husband of two years also like to travel and take pictures of 
their adventures. She does not have any children, but they do 
have a Chihuahua named Daisy, who is like family to them. 

Mrs. Chavarria was born and raised in El Paso. Currently, 
she is pursuing her degree in education because one day she 
would like to become an English Language Arts and Reading 
teacher.  Mrs. Chavarria is a very positive person with a big 
heart, so stop by the library and welcome her to Slider.
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HE’S BACK!!! Steve Troxel named Slider Principal

Three years ago, the Slider family of 
students and faculty gave a tearful farewell 
to one of its all-time favorite administrators 
when Mr. Troxel was named the new 
principal at Jane Hambric Middle and 
Elementary School. 

Imagine the excitement in June, when 
Mr. Troxel was selected as the new principal 
at Slider Middle School. Of course, the first 
question he was asked was how does it feel 
to return? “Really exciting! I’m glad to come 
back to Slider with all my fellow Stallions,” 
exclaimed Mr. Troxel. 

Before leaving for Jane Hambric, he 
developed a reputation for constant energy, 
especially when it came to the daily  
announcements and his, “STALLION 
PRIDE!”  

“Although Hambric had over a 
thousand students and Slider has a little 
over 800, at Hambric, the students didn't 
have the same motivation, and they weren’t 
as ‘perky,’ as Slider students are,” explained 
Mr. Troxel. Mr. Troxel took over from 
longtime Principal Mitchell Ferguson, and 
having worked with him for six years, he 
thinks that Slider is already in pretty good 

shape, “I won’t make a whole bunch of 
changes, I just want to make sure that the 
students do their work and that they 
become leaders. You have to make the 
choice to study,” Mr. Troxel said. 

He commented that he really enjoys 
being principal, because of the freedom it 
affords him. “I can go teach kids in a 
classroom, or roam around during lunch. 
Whatever I want!” You might see Mr. Troxel 
outside at lunch playing a game of “Ninja” 
with students, or in the halls calling sixth 
graders, “Bob.” 

“Mr. Troxel is fun. He bonds with 
students, he’s smart, and we think he is 
going to be great principal here at Slider,” 
said sixth grader, Nadia Kern. 

Last year marked the first time for the 
new State of Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness test, (STAAR) and already Mr. 
Troxel is convinced Stallions will do just fine 
this year, because of the amazing teachers at 
Slider. He said that this year students will 
prepare by learning in teams. “All of us learn 
better when we are more active and moving 
around because it gets our minds up and 
running,” he commented. 

While he was at Hambric, he learned 
to help kids believe that they can go to 
college. So today, to reinforce the belief, 
when he sees a sixth grader in the halls he 
asks, “Where are you going?” To which they 
answer, “I’m going to college!”  

A l r e a d y, 
Stallions who 
had not heard 
the legend of 
Mr. Troxel are 
l e a r n i n g i t 
everyday, from 
his humor on 
the morn ing 
announcements 
or just running 
into him in the 
halls between classes. He is a music fan, 
preferring classic rock which, if you’re early 
enough, can be heard blasting from his office 
at seven each morning.

Mr. Troxel is ready for a new school 
year, and a fresh  start here. So, welcome 
home “Homie T.” 

You might see 
Mr. Troxel 
outside at 

lunch playing a 
game of 
“Ninja”...

BY VICTORIA LICON & SAGE GATES 

  By Ariana Arias and Sabrina Fierro
      

By Julianna Smith And Alexis Aguilar
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RAIN DOESN’T STOP PARENT NIGHT OR BOOK FAIR
It was pouring as determined parents 

made their way into Slider to pick up their 
children’s progress reports. September 10 
was also a night for parents to meet and 
greet teachers and explore their children’s 
school. Due to the heavy rain, some 
teachers avoided their leaking classrooms 
and flooded portables by meeting parents 
inside the school. 

“It’s a good opportunity for me to 
meet my son’s teachers and make sure he 
is doing well in school,” said Mrs. Rangel, 
whose son, Diego, is in the sixth grade. 
For the students in seventh and eighth 
grade sports, this was an important 
progress report, because they could lose 
their eligibility to participate in sports. 

Although these nights are not 
designed to replace parent teacher 
conferences, many of the teachers 
commented positively about their 
students. 

If parents wanted to talk further 
about their child’s grades, they could 
schedule a conference with one or more 
teachers. Mrs. Kern made the night 

sweeter by selling Otis Cookies for a 
dollar each, to raise money for Slider 
Performing Arts (SPA). Mrs.Reyes sold ice 
cream, and yearbooks for 25 dollars, and 
Mrs. Schwartz gave out Stallion Pride 
newsletters to her student’s parents. 

In addition, the book fair was open 
to all parents and students during parent 
night and through September 11. The 
book fair was run by Mrs.Reyes’s eighth 
grade students. The most popular books 
being sold were The Hunger Games series. 
Students are reading these books like 
crazy because Mrs. Schwartz and Mrs. 
Morales’ A/P classes are going to see the 
movie “Catching Fire” on November 22. 

During parent night, Mr. Troxel 
commented, “I think it’s going really well, 
we haven’t had this big of a turn out in 
years.” Overall, parent night was a night to 
find out if students should keep doing 
what they’re doing, or push themselves 
more in their classes to be more 
successful.

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY COLONIES

Parent/Teacher night is scheduled at all SISD 
schools to facilitate a chance for the student’s 
parents to be able to meet their child’s teachers. 
It is generally scheduled at the same time 
progress reports or report cards are distributed.

“I wanna be a billionaire so freaking bad, but King George 
III keeps charging tax on all I have!” These were some of the 
lyrics to a parody of “I Want To Be A Billionaire,” that included 
Nicole Montes playing guitar in front of her class.

Mr. Hernandez, eighth grade social studies teacher, 
assigned his students a project in which they had to put 
themselves in the position of colonists who 
came from England to America for 
economic, political, and religious reasons.

Students had to create an original song 
based on how the colonists felt about unfair 
taxation from King George III. One 
example was the unfair tax charged for 
stamps, which was called the Stamp Act. Mr. 
Hernandez is a very creative teacher who 
comes up with projects that incorporate 
something students already know a great deal about, such as 
music. 

Mr. Hernandez also assigned his students the task of 
creating a three dimensional model of the original 13 colonies. 
The students have studied the original 13 colonies and how they 
came about. 

The projects had to include a legend, which is a diagram 
explaining the symbols and colors on the map. The legend also 
divided the colonies into three sections: New England, Middle, 
and Southern colonies. In addition, the students had to have 
something in their project which explained how each colony 
made money and why the colonist moved there. For example, 

the New England colonies were colonized by 
people who moved there for religious 
freedoms, which included some specific 
religions such as Baptists and Catholics.
 The students also had to be creative and 
were free to make the project out of 
anything they choose, as long as it fulfilled 
all the requirements. They had to explain, in 
a presentation, what each item on their 
project represented and why it was there.

Project  grades were based on their physical presentation. 
One of the projects that stood out was made by Claudia 
Moncayo. Mr. Hernandez said that she had, “Gone above and 
beyond his expectations.” Although Mr. Hernandez had to grade 
a total of 175 projects, he said that he will continue to come up 
with creative ways to teach. 

By Priscilla Eck, Leslie Ayala, 
Joshua Vizcarra & Gerralyn Hill

By Ezequiel Perez, Kayla Kish, & Andres Carmona
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STALLIONS JAM WITH MONTWOOD RAMS 
The Slider Honor and Symphonic Bands practiced playing 

and marching for a month for the chance to join the Montwood 
High School band during a football game in this annual, multi-
school event. 

These two hard-working bands joined forces with the 
Montwood Middle and Bill 
Sybert bands to perform at 
Band Night at the Student 
Activities Complex. This 
collaboration consisted of 
about 300 middle school 
players. On September 5, the 
Montwood High School 
football team played against 
Canutillo. 

The three middle school bands were mixed together and 
played with the Montwood High School band throughout the 
game giving the middle school bands a great way to interact with 
the high school band, and make new friends. 

In the stands, the bands sat with the Montwood High 
School band. Together, they played songs like, "Star Wars," 
"Fidgets," "We Will Rock You," and "Fight on Montwood." They 
also danced to catchy tunes. When half-time came, the middle 
school students proudly took twenty-eight steps onto the field, 
and turned. All the band directors, including Mrs. Acosta and 
Ms. Hernandez from Slider, yelled, "Attention Snap." The bands 
yelled together and raised their instruments to play. 

Meanwhile, the High School band formed the letter M. As 
the bands played, the crowd grew silent. Afterwards, the band 

proudly marched off the field and resumed their position in the 
stands. When asked how she thought the band did, Ms. 
Hernandez responded, “They were excellent, it was a success, it 
was one of the best Band Nights in a long time!" 

"Band Night was full of fun with all the marching, and being 
into the game, but it was really hot," exclaimed seventh grade 
flute player Megan Pennington. 

To prepare for Band Night, the Stallions got up early to 
practice in master classes, run by Band Directors Ms. Hernandez 
and Mrs. Acosta. Practices started at seven each morning, to 
improve their performance. On Mondays, trumpets and flutes 
practiced.Tuesdays were percussion, bassoon and tubas, 
Wednesdays were saxophones and low brass, and Thursdays were 
clarinets, and french horns. “The master classes really paid off, I 
think our playing was awesome,” exclaimed Karla Aranda, eighth 
grade clarinet player. 

Band Night is an annual event designed to introduce future 
Montwood Rams to the 
experience of performing 
with high school students in a 
marching band. Many middle 
school players were inspired 
to continue  practicing to be 
ready to perform in high 
school. “It was the best night 
of my life!" shouted seventh 
grade trumpet player Erik 
Medina. 

In today’s world, technology is a 
necessity. In school, it opens up a whole 
new world of creativity, even if it’s for 
research. Most of all, it makes learning 
easier and fun! 

Many classes at Slider Middle School 
use technology every day. For example, 
seventh grade English Language Arts and 
Reading (ELAR) teachers, Mrs. Morales 
and Mrs. Monroe introduced the Stallions 

to Edmodo, a computer application 
similar to Facebook with an educational 
twist. Teachers can post information such 
as test reviews, and homework 
assignments. Students use their smart 
phones, tablets or computers to access it.

Seventh grader Alexis Caro said, “It’s 
cool because you get to check your 
homework and watch educreations on 
what you’re going to learn.”

 Mrs. Benavidez teaches keyboarding 
and word processing using programs such 
as Microsoft word and EduTyping. 
Students really need these skills because 
more and more of their schoolwork is 
computer-based. She says that her 
students understand the need to be 
computer literate and are very positive 
about learning more about technology.

 For students who prefer Apple 
computers over PC’s, Mrs. Mendoza 
teaches Mac-based graphic arts classes. In 
Mrs. Schwartz’s  Journalism class, students 
must use both Pages and Microsoft word 
applications. Stallion journalists use iPads 
to interview and write stories, and email 
to send stories and communicate. In 
Broadcast Media, students videotape a 
variety of subjects and use Apple 
computers and editing software to create 
the announcements they post on the 
StallionYouTube channel. 

“Technology helps students realize 
that they are full of good ideas. Without 
creativity, we would not have the 
knowledge or technology that we have 
today,” says Mrs. Benavidez. 

TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION

By Jenny Cha, Olga Rohrer, & Alexis Caro

By Seth Esparza, Olga Rohrer, & Gerralyn Hill
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Stallion Cross Country wrapped up 
the season with both seventh grade girls 
and boys teams placing fourth in the 
District Championship meet. Held 
September 17 at the SAC, the meet was 
originally scheduled for the week before, 
but was postponed due to rain and 
flooding of the course. 
% Natalie Lopez came in 9th 
place out of 79 runners. She was excited 
about placing in the top ten because she 

didn’t think she could hold a fast pace 
throughout the race. Leila Keys came in 
20th place and Tatiana Wyno, who got 
hurt, came in 21st. 

The eighth grade girls also had 
some strong runners in Carla Canales, 
who placed 22 and Angela Chavira, who 
placed 23. These Stallions put great 
effort practicing throughout the season.  
After the meet Coach Gatei said, “it’s 
not the thought of losing or winning, its 
the spirit of the runners.’’

William D. Slider Middle School

11700 School Lane

El Paso, Texas 79936-5400

915.937.5400

Mr. Steve Troxel, Principal

 Mrs. C.C. Schwartz, Advisor

Email: mschwa@sisd.net

The Stallion Pride is written, edited, and 

published by the Journalism students of 
William D. Slider Middle School

The seventh grade Stallions are the 
undefeated Division Champions! On 
Saturday, September 21, they beat Clarke 
24-16 and will go into the District 
Championship with a record of 7-0. The 
Stallions will play Puentes Middle School 
at 5:30 on Thursday, September 26, for the 
District Championship. 

Coach 
Hernandez is 
cautiously optimistic 
about the upcoming 
championship. He 
said, “We got here 
through camaraderie, 
passion and heart. I 
hope we play well and 
come away with a 
victory.”  Captains 
Eric Martinez and Jason Fernandez, as 
well as Jonathan Favila, were key players 
this year. 

Earlier in the season, they beat 
Drugan Middle School 24-6. On 
September 7, they took down the Eagles 
from Ensor 22-6. It’s been a great season, 
and they have played stronger each game., 
Brandon Veliz jumped like a super hero, 
catching the ball and running down the 
field to make the final touchdown in the 
Ensor game. He said, “I have never wished 

for anything more than winning the 
District Championship. It felt good to 
score that last touchdown, we won 
because we worked as a team and we won 
as a team. I think it would be awesome for 
me to go back to Slider in 20 years and see 
the Division and the District 
championship flags hanging in the gym.”  

The eighth grade 
Stallions finished the 
season with a record 
of 5-1. They beat 
Clarke 36-12 in their 
last game, on 
Saturday, September 
21. Andy Carmona, 
Tyrees Andrus, 
Abram Perez and 
Andrew Fernandez  

played strong throughout the season. 
Even though the eighth grade team 

lost to Ensor 22-0, they did their best and 
kept their heads up high. The Stallions 
were intimidated by Ensor’s size. Despite 
their best efforts, the defense couldn’t 
stop one extremely fast player from 
scoring three touchdowns. When they 
played Hernando on August 31, they were 
flawless. Even though the referees made 
mistakes with the call and the time, they 
beat Hernando 30-12. 

NEED ADVICE? ASK SHIRLEY 
stallion pride

CROSS COUNTRY

By Diana Flores and Kayla Kish 

SEVENTH GRADE STALLIONS DIVISION CHAMPS

Dear Shirley,
Every time we have a substitute teacher for science, I get in trouble for talking, but I’m 
never the one talking! It’s not my fault people in science always think that having a sub. 
means time to chat. I know I can try ignoring them, but really, I don’t want to end looking 
“uncool”. If I open my mouth once, I get in trouble, but the kids who start the conversation  
never get caught! So, how do I keep out of trouble without becoming “uncool”?
Suspected Victim

Dear Victim,
For starters, you get in trouble instead of the others because the substitute catches YOU talking, 
not them. I advise you to use body language instead of openly verbally. You can give them a sign 
saying, “I’ll talk to you later,” or, “not right now.” A simple nod or shake of your head will also do for 
those yes and no questions. Talk to your teacher the next day, so before they have time to brood 
about the terrible note they got from the sub., you can explain what happened. Teachers know that 
sometimes the subs. are not “all there,” and will understand. It will help if you have a good 
reputation for being polite and getting good grades in the class. 
Hope this helps, Shirley

By Lisbeth Enriquez 

mailto:mschwa@sisd.net
mailto:mschwa@sisd.net

