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Slider: U.I.L Sweepstakes 5th Year in a Row
It was a tense few minutes for
everyone in the recently concluded
University Interscholastic League
competitions when it was
announced that Slider Middle
School had finished second overall
in the district.
When Slider’s own Mrs.
Martinez looked over the
scorecards again she found a
mistake in addition. After bringing
it to the attention of the district,
officials verified the scoring and
awarded first place to the Slider
Stallions.
The overall Sweepstakes award
goes to the school that scores the
highest number of points in all
U.I.L. competitions throughout the
year. Back in February, Advanced
Theatre students swept the One-Act
Play competition. All the other
contests, held through April, are
added to those points. Each group
or individual, depending on the
type of competition, receives points

for their respective finishes in
those competitions.
Once all the contests are
concluded, the scores are added up
and one middle school is named the
Sweepstakes winner. This year
makes the fifth straight year that
Stallion students have finished on
top of every other middle school.
Every contest and each
contestant are important for this
school award. From Spelling to
Ready Writing to Modern Oratory,
each contest adds to the schools
overall score. For example, this
year, the Dictionary Skills teams
coached by Mrs. Martinez, were
responsible for putting Slider over
the top. Eighth-graders Samantha
Gutierrez and Ashley Aguirre tied
for first place with Reagan Golucke
coming in third. Seventh grader
Catherine Silva brought home gold
while silver went to Robert Meraz.
Many of the competitions found
Slider students sweeping first
through third place which

c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t ly t o b e i n g
awarded sweepstakes. All UI
contestants will be rewarded for

their outstanding efforts with a trip
to Western Playland later this year.
In the meantime, the trophy is
safely on display in the office.

By Alezzandra Diaz & Vivian Torguson

FIRST, second and third place winners

COORDINATOR, Mrs. Martinez congratulates
first place winners

FOURTH, fifth and sixth place winners

D.I. Teams at
State
One of the two teams from Slider
Middle School who competed at the
State Destination Imagination contest
received the prestigious Spirit of
Imagination Award.
This spectacular award is given to
only one out of the over three hundred
competing teams in Lubbock. Team D
received this award based on their
ability to improvise under pressure.
During the competition, a judge
accidentally read a country name
wrong, forcing the team to rethink their
entire presentation. “She said Ireland
when it should have been Iceland. We
had prepared our whole skit around
Iceland and we had to think fast and
add Irish accents and props,” said
eighth grader, Nicole Mata. Joining
Mata on the team were Cristian Barrio,
Joseph Fernandez, Edgar Castillo,
Valerie Papa, Brianna Hernandez, and
Eden Klein. One judge remarked, “They
were true improvers.”
To qualify for the State level, the D.I.
teams made history at the district
contest, when they both placed first in
their categories. “Both teams finishing
first has never happened in Slider’s
history,” said Coach Kern. The school’s
Team C, included Rafael Flores, Melissa
Cail, Tiffany Sierra, Veronica Nogueda,
Robin Bonilla, Itzel Nevarez, and Alyssa
Reyes. The D.I. competition is made up of

SCENE AND HEARD
D.I. team D, From top left: Nicole
Mata, Cristian Barrio, Joseph
Fernandez, Edgar Castillo
Bottom
from left:,Valerie Papa, Eden Klein,
Brianna Hernandez

Team C, From Top left: Melissa Cail,
Rafael Flores, Robin Bonilla, Mrs. Kern
Bottom from left: Tiffany Sierra, Alyssa
Reyes, Veronica Nogueda, and Itzel
Nevarez

Central and Instant Challenges. Team C’s
Central Challenge was called, “Triple
Take Road Show”. Their objective was to
assemble a creative way of
transportation in a seven minute skit.
Team D’s Central challenge was called
“Mythology Mission,” they were given a
list of six countries and six mythical
creatures. Instant Challenges were also
given to individual team members at the
time of the contest. “At the District

Competition, both teams blew the judges
away, with their astonishing skits and
the way they solved their problems,” said
Coach Kern.
The state competition, with over
300 teams, can be intimidating since
teams only have one chance to score.
With so many teams, it is important that
each team give it their all to distinguish
themselves for the judges.
By Joseph Fernandez

Stallion Bands Score High
The Slider Stallion Honor Band received a Division 1 Superior rating for their
outstanding performance at the SISD Band Contest. During the contest they played
“New Century March”, “Our Kingsland Spring”, and “Pevensey Castle”.
They also received a Division 2, Excellent rating in the sight reading portion of the
competition.
The Stallion Symphonic Band performed at the same competition and scored a
Division 2 Excellent Rating for their on stage performance of “Fallbrook March”,
“Courtland County Festival”, and “The Two Minute Symphony on Stage,” and a
Division 3 Average rating in sight reading. Both bands agree that sight reading was
by far the most difficult part of the competition. With only seven minutes to learn a
piece of music, the bands had to focus on key sections of the music.
After the competition, the judges were very complimentary. Marisa Gamez, one of
the judges, remarked, “You guys are on your way, fine job on the notes played.” Band
director Ms. Hernandez appreciates the feedback from the judges, which gives the
band specific direction on what to work on for the UIL contest on May11.
“Overall the band students did really well,” she said. Both students and Band directors, Ms. Hernandez and Miss Valles, worked
hard to get these scores. Rehearsals were held at 7am and guest clinicians were also invited to Slider to help with their sound. These
two bands came in with a positive attitude and the will to be the best. “We won’t stop practicing until we know we are ready for UIL,”
said eighth grade Honor Band flute player Aimee Hutson.
By Alex Peoples and Kathy Frias
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As this is being written,
Slider Stallions are taking the
last of the TAKS tests for this
year. I know each student is
prepared and will do their very
best on the tests.
Wow, the awards just
ke e p p i l i n g u p a n d o u r
students continue to make this
year the best one ever. After
all, wasn’t that our goal last
A u g u s t ? O u r D. I . t e a m s
brought home new
recognitions, our bands and
sports teams continue to rack
up the wins, and our U.I.L.
teams brought home another
sweepstakes award for the fifth
consecutive year! I want to
congratulate all of our
Students of the Month
honorees as well. We’ve always
said those decisions are the
toughest due to the large
number of truly outstanding
students at Slider Middle
School.
To recycle an old sports
cliché, “Its not over until its
over.” Before this year is
finished, there still are a few
more competitions in which
our students can excel.
I also want to take a
minute to thank our
outstanding faculty who
stepped up to coach our
students in the U.I.L.
competitions this year. Without
their efforts, we certainly
wouldn’t be as successful.
I also want to challenge
every student to use these last
weeks of school to go all out.
Let’s finish this year with the
same enthusiasm and effort as
we started.

Young Entrepreneurs Shine
Have you ever had a terrific idea for a
business?
Mrs. Hernandez’s eighth grade
Exploring Career classes recently got to
show off their business skills in an exciting
entrepreneur project.
The criteria for this project included
coming up with an original product and
business based in El Paso, creating a logo
and slogan, and developing a business plan.
St u d e n t s h a d t o l e a r n t h e l aw s o f
employment, especially for underage
workers, determine who their competition
was, and develop a marketing strategy.
Finally, the group presented their
business to the class using a powerpoint
and other visual aids, while displaying
the product, if possible. Students could
choose between starting their own
business from scratch, joining a
franchise, taking over a family business,
or purchasing an existing business.
When Mrs. Hernandez assigned this
project she didn’t realize just how far the
students would take it. One group, which
included Amador Granados, George
Molina, Jef frey Poore, and Oscar
Sanchez, decided to create a video game
business. “We thought of the company
name by fusing the words Godzilla and
game, and so Gamezilla was born,” said
Sanchez. “The logo, slogan and other
parts of the project just came together
after that,” commented Granados. After

the group created a power point
presentation and visual aids, they had a
brainstorm and designed Gamezilla tee
shirts.
With all these elements in place the
presentation came out better than they
imagined. “I really had a great time seeing
how the students enjoyed this project and
were so successful with it. They went above
and beyond. I think they could see the
possibility of owning their own business in
the future,” said Hernandez. Other projects
included a buffet, a cafe, and a cupcake
bakery, all of which provided homemade
samples for the whole class.

By Oscar Sanchez

Students of the Month Honored
Being selected as Student of the Month is one of the highest awards a Slider Middle School
student can achieve. Taking place in the orchestra room on March 31, the event celebrated
students honored for December, January, February, and March.
To become a Student of the Month, teachers nominate and vote for students who do well in
their classes by getting A’s and B’s, and have a positive attitude toward their peers. “It isn’t just
about academic success, but also about being an exemplary student in the classroom,” Mr.
Ferguson said during the ceremony.
To represent the honor, each student was
presented with a certificate and an engraved
Stallion trophy. Before the ceremony began, all
students were asked to fill out questionnaires that
included information about what type of subjects
and books they enjoy, plans for the future, and
their favorite hobbies. As each student was
announced, Assistant Principal Mrs. Ayala read
each biography aloud as the students received
their awards. Sixth grader Bianca Tovar was
awarded Student of the Month for March. “I’m
just so proud of myself for all the great work I
have accomplished, but I couldn’t have done it
without all the help from my teachers,” she commented.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, students, faculty, and parents socialized while enjoying a
special cake made for the occasion. Congratulations to each of the students selected for these
months.
By Ashley Botello & Ailyn Aguirre

NJHS Cleans Up
NJHS recently participated in the
Global Youth Service Project Day in
conjunction with the United Way of El
Paso. At 9am on Saturday, April 16,
nearly 100 Stallions arrived at school
ready for manual labor. Their goal
was to beautify the campus by picking
up all the trash and debris around the
school, as well as in nearby
neighborhoods. The students worked
hard until noon. Amari Cunningham
was on hand to help with the project.
“It feels good to be part of a project
that helps the environment and our
school,” she said.
The NJHS will hold an election
for 2011-2012 officers on May 9.

Sponsor Mrs. Torguson is looking for
responsible upcoming seventh and
eighth grade NJHS members with
good grades and outstanding

character. In order to run for office,
members must turn in a letter of

recommendation and write a speech
about why they want to be an NJHS
officer. Candidates will present their
speeches to NJHS members. The
positions of the candidates will be
determined by the number of votes
received. The office of president will
be awarded to the candidate with the
most votes.
Positions available
include President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, and
Parliamentarian. To be an officer
requires dedication, responsibility,
and hard work. The officers help with
meetings, projects, and other NJHS
e ve n t s . I f i n t e r e s t e d s e e M r s .
Torguson in portable 14.
By Alex Peoples

Spring Sports
VASSP
The sixth grade VASSP program, led by Volunteer
Coordinator Josie Williams, is having an outstanding track
season. In the last meet both boys and girls A and B relay teams
placed first. They also scored
first place in the 800 meter
r u n , a n d t o o k fi r s t ,
second ,and third in the girls
and boys shot put.

Softball
The eighth grade girls
softball team is well on its
way to a winning season with
wins over Ensor, Clark, and
Paso del Nor te middle
schools. The only blemish on
their record was a loss to
Montwood Middle, the second
game of the season. With the
way the team is playing,
another championship may
be possible.
The seventh grade team

has found the going just a bit tougher as they’ve evened their
record at 2-2. The girls have scored plenty of runs in each of their
games, but have been rather inconsistent defensively. The team
has played hard in each of their games and is looking to finish the
season with a playoff run.

Baseball
The eighth grade baseball
team started the season with a
convincing win against Ensor.
The team has enjoyed solid play
from Matt Car rillo, Dallas
Roman, Adrian Carmona,
Anthony Muñoz, and Jesse
Ortega. Currently the team
suffered only a single loss to Montwood Middle due to time
constraints.
The seventh grade boys have evened up their record with an
early win over Montwood Middle and a loss to Clark. The team
has shown some great defense especially in the win against
Montwood.
Next edition we’ll recap all the soccer action along with the
results from the baseball and softball teams.
By Brandon Perez, Fernando Flores, Angela Fattorini,
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