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MR. JONES SELECTED SLIDER TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Veteran teacher uses innovative styles to guide his students to achieve beyond their expectations.
By Deanna Tellez and Brianna Minjarez

“There’s no greater honor and privilege than being chosen
teacher of the year at the best campus in El Paso,” explained Mr.
MacArthur Jones when he learned he had been voted William D.

and dedication. His goal continues to be helping his students
make the right choices in middle school and head off to high
school ready to excel.

Slider’s Teacher of the Year for 2010.
An eighth grade English teacher and coach for the last ten
years, Jones’ quiet manner and easy going personality makes
him a favorite teacher among students and staff alike. He says he
really enjoys teaching and coaching in middle school and has a

In addition to his English classes, Mr. Jones holds SAT
workshops and is a girl’s basketball, softball and track coach. He
always tries to connect with his students’ emotional needs by
being understanding and friendly and often uses his sarcastic
sense of humor to keep them on their toes. He challenges his

special affinity for that age group because of his own childhood.
Born in Germany, he moved frequently because his father was in
the army. During his middle school years his friends often got in
trouble. He feels that middle school is the time when students
consciously make good or bad choices. When Mr. Jones

students with writing research papers and analyzing higher level
books like Franz Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis.” While teaching
his students he likes to guide them when they need help rather
than giving them the answers. “I didn’t think I could write a whole
paper, but the way he explains it helps me understand each

graduated from Parkland High School and UTEP with a degree in
Interdisciplinary Studies he planned on a service career as a
firefighter, nurse or teacher. Lucky for Slider he chose teaching!
Now his father, sister, and grandmother are also teachers and
he is encouraging his 15 year-old daughter to go into the

step,” said Alondra Gomez. Mr. Jones also focuses on writing
skills and the art of translating thought to paper. As the bell rings
his students begin daily journal writing while R&B, Hip Hop, and
Classic 70’s music plays in the background. “When I first got to
his class I hated writing in my journal; 20 minutes felt like forever,

profession as well. Looking back, he believes that as students
become teenagers they have to make a conscience decision to
succeed in school, because it doesn’t just happen without work

but now I look forward to it,” explained Joe Mendez. If he had
one piece of advice to offer his students, it would be, “don’t get in
trouble, kids.”

STUDENTS RECREATE
INVENTIONS OF THE 1800S
By Deanna Tellez and Vianey Reyes

“. .- . -..-... .---- ---..---- - - - - - . . . ,” is Morse Code for “Early
1800s”, the time period of the Industrial
Revolution that Mr. Gus Hernandez’ eighth
graders are learning about.
Mr. Hernandez assigned all his Social
Studies students a project designed to show
t h e m t h e s i g n i fi c a n c e o f A m e r i c a ’s
Industrialization
during this
time. “This
project will
help students
appreciate
how history
shaped the
technology we
u s e t o d a y, ”
said
M r.
Hernandez.
The project also meets several of the
Texas Essential Knowledge & Skills tested on
the Social Studies TAKS this Spring. Mr.
Hernandez feels that students often
remember things better when a variety of
methods are used, especially hands-on.
Students had the choice of designing
the telegraph, created by Samuel F. B.
Morse, the steel plow, made by John Deere,
the steamboat, produced by Robert Fulton,
the cotton gin
invented
by
Eli Whitney,
the reaper by
C y r u s
McCormick,
or the textile
mill by Francis
Cabot Lowell.
All these
inventions
helped to create and transform American
culture during the Industrial Period, the event
in which man was rapidly replaced by
machine as new technology spread.
Students displayed a great deal of
creativity in the materials they used to make
their projects and how they were put
together. Some were made out of cotton
balls, cardboard, wood, or tin foil. “It was
great to see that some students went above
and beyond the requirements, like the real
working telegraph created by Carmen
Santana, or the cotton gin that Paige
Pelletier made,” commented Mr. Hernandez
on the projects he received from his
students.
On January 14th and 15th students
presented their projects to Mr. Hernandez,
explaining who invented them and how their
inventions helped change the way Americans
lived during the early 1800’s.
Beyond
creating and presenting the projects,
students also had to answer questions about
the inventions they designed and the people
who originally created them.

STUDENTS ACCEPTED FOR HOSA, MISSION EARLY
Fourteen Stallions received their acceptance notifications to begin high
school at HOSA and the Mission Early College programs.
By Jazmine Thornton

Seven eighth-grade students from Slider
were accepted in the Mission Early College
program. Seven additional students were
accepted in the Health Professions Academy, or
HOSA. Both are extremely prestigious and
competitive programs within the district.
Mission Early
C o l l e g e
a l l o w s
incoming
freshmen to
complete
t h e i r f o u ry
ear high
Mission
Early
s c h o o l
graduation plan while simultaneously
earning a college Associates Degree. The seven
students who were accepted to Mission Early
College were Jazmine Thornton, Daniel Von
Salzen, Jazmin Munoz, Adrian Welsh, Briana
Moreno (not pictured), Michelle Diaz, and Diana
Medina. Upon receiving his acceptance letter,
Daniel Von Salzen stated, “I was so overjoyed. I

couldn’t believe it. All my hard work really paid
off.”
The Health Professions Academy is located
inside the Socorro High School campus and
provides an
intensive course
of study for
students who
are looking to
make a career
in a related
health care field.
HOSA
The
HOSA
curriculum includes all of the necessary
components to satisfy their required high school
course work with an emphasis on specialized
learning and training to prepare the students for
advanced study in a variety of health care areas.
Students accepted were Angel Caro,
Valeria Carrillo, Jose De La Cruz, Michelle Diaz,
Javier Gomez, Briana Moreno (not pictured), and
Eric Ortiz. Congratulations and good luck to all
the students for your hard work and dedication.

ADVANCED THEATRE, STARLETS WIN NATIONALS
By Paige Pelletier, Hollie Wilson and Madison Luevano

Advanced Theatre and Starlets competed in Las Vegas last month and both came away with
National Championships in their respective divisions at the
American Grand Cheer and Dance Competition held at the
MGM Hotel.
Their divisions included middle school variety dance and
middle school cheer. The variety dance division included all
types of dances such as poms, hip hop, and jazz. Advanced
Theatre was also recognized as having the highest scores, and
crowned Grand Champions. This means the judges scored
them higher than all other teams in the dance category. The
Starlets were also rewarded for their cheer and dance routine.
“It was a lot of fun and I’m glad we won,” commented sixth
grader Paola Terrazas. They received the title of National
Champions above all competing middle school teams. Their
efforts in practice showed as they brought cutting edge
performances to the dance floor. Students in both Starlets
and Advanced Theatre dedicated twice as much of their time
to learn both routines, “It was hard, but I enjoyed competing.
I had to put in a lot of hours, but in the end it was worth it,”
commented seventh grade Starlet Tiffany Sierra who
competed with both winning teams.
Advanced Theatre prepared for this trip for months with long
practices. “What really tied the routine together was the
original circus theme,” stated Advance Theatre teacher Mrs.
Kern. Costumes consisted of monkeys, lions, elephants, clowns,
band members, acrobats, a ringleader, and even two little girls delighted by the circus. Their music
was made up of a variety of circus songs including Circus by Britney Spears.
The Starlets routine revolved around candy. Their cheer and dance included an array of
complex stunts and dance moves. These stunts wouldn’t have been possible without the
gymnastics practices and the hard work and dedication from each Starlet, and of course their
coach, Ms. Sierra. The memories were well worth the sixteen hour bus ride back home on
December 21. “This was the chance of a lifetime and a tremendous experience for the girls,” Ms.
Sierra concluded. Congratulations Advanced Theatre and Starlets!

SLIDER ESL EFFORTS RECOGNIZED NATIONALLY
School singled out by national Teen Biz 3000 initiative for achievements
By MIka Orozco and Paige Pelletier

Slider’s English as a Second Language
(ESL) curriculum students were recently
recognized for their outstanding progress in the
nationwide Teen Biz 3000 Reading and English
program. A total of twenty-five students from
sixth, seventh, and eighth grades are in this
program.
The seventh and eighth graders include
Eduardo Ceniceros, Alhi Chavez, Ivan Fuentes,
J a z m i n
G a n d a r a ,
M e l i s s a
M o r a l e s ,
G e r a r d o
Valadez, Valeria
Villalobos,
K e n d r a
6th ESL
Amezquita,
D i a n a
Hernandez, Felipe Leal- Sierra, Jose Milian,
Leslie Mota, Jacqueline Ornelas, Alexis Pinales,
Ivan Saucedo, Alejandra Segovia, and Kevin
Valencia.
The sixth grade members consist of
Eduardo Bejarano, Nikolas Bojanoski, Aldo
Carrillo-Gomez, Enrique Carrilo, Juan E. Dosio,
Elmer De Jesus Enriquez, Narda Galaz, Melissa
Gamez Vargas, Lynna Hernandez, Mayra
Hernandez, Joselyn Lopez, Alexis Martinez,
Alonso Mejia Hernandaez, Jessica Avelar
Miranda, Cassandra Olvera, David G. Orta,
Josue G. Pacheco, Giselle A. Ponce, Yajaira

Ponce, Jose C. Portillo, Ericka Robles, Ruby
Sanchez, Jennifer Valle, and Brenda N. Villegas.
I n Te e n
Biz
3000
students read,
p e r f o r m
activities, and
take computer
quizzes. “I
7th and
started at a
8th ESL
2.1 reading
level in August,
and now I am up to
5.2,” stated Nikolas Bojanowski, who has only
been living in America this year after moving
from Germany last summer. This proves the
program’s ability to improve students’ reading
skills.
This great achievement has been due to
teachers Margaret Sierra and Rocio Marshall’s
dedication to the program. Mrs. Sierra informed
us that this took many hours of hard work on
everyone’s part, but her students have been
committed to this from day one. “This has really
helped perfect my English,” noted David Orta.
Mrs. Marshall and Mrs. Sierra were each
awarded Achieve 3000 trophies. Mrs. Marshall’s
classes were recognized for October 2009, and
Mrs. Sierra’s for November 2009. Not only did
the teachers receive awards, but their students
got goodie bags including chips, rulers, and
glow sticks.

PE CLASSES BEGIN CONDITIONING EFFORT
By Victoria Carreon and Georgina Salas

Over the winter break while students were stuffing themselves with holiday food, Slider Middle
School coaches were preparing to get students back in shape.
When students returned to school after winter break it was obvious that they had not
exercised. Once back in their physical education classes, they
began an intense conditioning program which will last five to six
weeks, so that students will be ready for the Fitness Gram in
spring. The Fitness Gram is a state mandated test that students
must perform in their physical education classes. In the Fitness
Gram students perform curl ups, push ups, trunk lifts, and the
pacer; a twenty foot run across the gym where students must
pass two cones when a sound goes off and be back at the
cones by the time the next sound occurs.
Physical Education Coach Lubbers commented, “The point of
conditioning after the break is to help students get rid of all the holiday food they ate over the
break.” Obesity is when a person’s body weight is twenty percent higher than it should be. Every
year the United States ranks in the top ten countries with the most obese people in the world. For
the second year in a row the United States placed ninth with 74.1% and Texas at number sixteen in
the states with 27% obesity. Although many students were dragging their feet across the floor as
they ran; other students thought it was enjoyable. Seventh grader Katherine Frias said, “At first it
was fun because most kids were trying to race each other, but after a while everyone was tired.”

COUNSELOR’S CORNER
Each year the counseling department
continues to bring new programs to Slider
Middle School while maintaining the
success of existing programs.
The OLWEUS Bullying Prevention
Program was introduced to all staff,
students, parents, and administrators at
the beginning of this
school year. It is a
program that deals
with bullying at the
school, classroom,
individual and
community levels.
Students follow and
Mrs. Lara

practice “The 7-habits of
Highly Effective Teens” to help prevent
and report bullying incidents.
College Readiness Programs are also
very successful with students and staff.
“College Go Get It Week” is a component
of college readiness. It promotes activities
to help students achieve post-secondary
education. Throughout the week students
researched universities and colleges
within a region. Students from all grade
levels were engaged in researching
information on academics, admissions,
mascots and other important facts related
to the university or college.
Another College Readiness Program
offered at the school is the seventh grade
Duke TIP talent search. Seventh grade
students with strong intellectual abilities
are eligible to participate because they
achieved a qualifying score in the ninetyfifth percentile or higher on the sixth
grade TAKS test. Students who participate
in the program take the college SAT exam.
Throughout the fall semester students
prepare for the SAT exam by taking a
practice SAT test and attend after school
workshops.
The counseling department also
collaborates with the high school and
works together on Peer Assistance and
Leadership Service (PALS) program. The
programs consists of selected high school
students and are paired with middle
school students to positively influence
through mentoring and participating in fun
games and activities that are objective
based. The programs have helped
students at Slider Middle School excel
academically, and to become better
members of society.

BASKETBALL TEAMS TAKE ON SLIDER FACULTY IN SPECIAL GAMES
Both the Girls and Boys teams capped their season with a no-holds barred game against teachers and coaches
By Chris Schrader

Following the popularity of the annual
volleyball game between the faculty and the
students, the eighth grade boys and girls
basketball teams recently took on the faculty in
an intense game of hoops.
The eighth grade girls
and boys A-teams came
together to face off with the
teachers on Friday, January
29th.
The teachers who
p a r t i c i p a t e d w e r e M r.
Alvarado, also known as
“The Torpedo,” Mrs. Morales,
Coach Valdez, Mrs. Curlee, Mr. Dominguez,
Mrs. Thompson, Ms. Sierra, Mr. Perez, Mr.
Trujillo, Mr. Pena, Mr. Gomez, Mrs. Cholka, Ms.
Chavez, and our assistant principal Mr. Ballard.
The referees were Mr. McNiel and Mr. Soto.
The eighth grade girls showed their
enthusiasm by jumping higher to drive the ball

down the court at the start of the game.
The second quarter found the boys getting into
the game and they opened it up a little but the
teachers proved hard to contain and came
back to lead at the end of the
second quarter by a 21-15
score.
Bringing the girls back in the
third quarter found them
struggling a little too slow
the surge of offense by the
faculty. After some intense
play, the girls were able to
cut the lead down to four
points at the end of the third quarter with the
faculty leading 23-19 going into the final period.
The boys took the court to begin the fourth
quarter and immediately began chipping away
at the lead. Raymond Medina did the damage
by hitting back to back shots which put the
students in front 26-25.

After the students took the lead, the

teachers came on strong. Mr. Perez made the
winning shot, allowing the faculty to finally
conquer the great student athletes. The staff
prevailed with a score of 37-34. Congratulations
to all the players for a great game.

NEW TELEPHONE RINGTONE CAN BE HEARD BY SOME BUT NOT ALL
By Hollie Wilson and Manny Olivas

The new mosquito ring tone is a recording of a high pitched tone that
ranges from 8 KHz to 22 KHz. What is causing all the stir is the fact that at
some ranges, adults are unable to hear the sound and for those who can,
the sound can be very annoying. It is said that Ultra Sonic technology
makes this ring tone inaudible to adults over twenty years of age. The
reason for this is because as people get older, the less active their inner
ear becomes. However, it’s not the same for everyone because some
adults over thirty have reported hearing it. Most kids and teens can hear it
easily because their ear drums are more flexible and their inner ear is more
active.
Those who listen to music very loudly or live and work in a place with
lots of loud noises may have had their hearing damaged over time and
their sensitivity to higher frequency sounds will go down. Obviously, the
higher the volume of the mosquito ring tone, and the closer the listener is
to it, the easier it is to hear. Some cell phones have louder speakers which
allow the tone to be heard more easily. However, you should not put your
ears directly or very close to the speakers when the tone is playing at a
high volume even though you can’t hear it, as it may damage your
hearing.

EIGHTH GRADE T-SHIRTS
Show your class spirit and pre-order
the exclusive 8th grade t-shirt for just
$10. The shirt includes the names of
all the Stallion eighth graders and
come in sizes from S to 2X. Only 100
will be delivered Friday, February 5th.
So order yours today from Mrs.
Reyes, in room 208.

This interesting tone has caught the attention of many people around
the world. The mosquito ring tone has been featured on CNN, CBS News,
Without a Trace, and MSNBC.
Some Slider Middle School classes have been surveyed to see
whether the tone could actually be heard at different levels by people of
different ages. Mr. Soto and his class of about 20 students were the first
to be tested. They didn’t know what was coming, but immediately
covered their ears once it went off. The high pitched sound seemed to
annoy the people that could hear it and, surprisingly, it did completely
nothing to those who could not. Mr. Soto, in his early 30’s, stated that he
didn’t hear anything, and five of the twenty students didn’t either.
Even the youngest teachers such as Mrs. Thompson and Mrs.
Morales were unable to hear it, while the majority of their classes cringed
at the sound of the “mosquito” buzz. Mrs. Kern and Ms. Sierra’s classes
were interested in how the high pitched tone worked, because a large
number of their students could not hear it, and neither could they.
The ringtone experiment proved that most adults are less likely to
hear the sound than those under twenty years old.

NJHS INDUCTION
SCHEDULED
Students who turned in applications
for consideration for membership in
NJHS will only have to wait a few
more weeks. The induction ceremony
is scheduled to take place February
19th. Good luck to all the applicants.
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