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SLIDER CLOSES OUT YEAR WITH UIL SWEEPSTAKES WIN
Stallions outdistance other schools by winning more events throughout the school year.
By Jasmine Delgado and Alexis Zepeda

The Stallions finished the year on a high note by winning the
Sweepstakes Award in the University Interscholastic League
competition.
The Stallions bested second place Specialist Rafael
Hernando III Middle School, by 169 points in the Blue Division.
Other schools in this division included Capt. Walter E. Clarke, Col.
John O. Ensor, Montwood Middle, Salvador H. Sanchez,
Sunridge Middle. “I am ecstatic and so proud of the students and
coaches for winning the sweepstakes for the third year in a row.
Their hard work and dedication to U.I.L has set us apart from
other schools and filled us with Stallion Pride,” exclaimed UIL
director and sixth grade reading teacher Mrs. Martinez.
In two contests Slider took the three top spots. Seventh
grade Impromptu Speaking was won by Ralphie Flores, second
place went to Valerie Papa, and third place was awarded to
Melissa Cail, bringing in a total of 37 points. Eighth grade Modern
Oratory was won by Autumn White, second place went to Vianey
Reyes, and third place went to Brianna Minjarez resulting in
another 37 points. “When Mrs. Schwartz convinced me to join
this contest I had no idea it would be so much fun, or that I would
win first place,” Autumn White said.

Other events that added to the win were Oral Reading with
30 points and Dictionary Skills with 31 points. Earlier this year,
One Act Play won first place and scored numerous points which
were included in the total score. Many Stallions also placed first
in their respectable contests. Alezzandra Diaz won first place in
sixth grade Social Studies, Georgina Salas won first place in
seventh grade Modern Oratory, Samantha Gutierrez won first
place in seventh grade
Dictionary Skills, Mrudula
Chitti won first place in
eighth grade Maps,
Graphs, and Charts, and
Morgan Newton won
first place in eighth
grade Impromptu
Speaking. Great Job
Stallions for an
extraordinary year!
The win by these
competitors guaranteed a third consecutive Sweepstakes title for
Slider Middle School.

SEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS
MAKE PRESENTATIONS
By Georgina Salas and Victoria Carreon

Valerie Papa was the brave student who
volunteered to be the first in all of Mrs.
Hernandez classes to present her research
project. Her topic was Celebrities and Drug
Abuse. In her eleven minute presentation she
discussed the
effects of
celebrity drug
a b u s e ,
different
kinds
of
drugs, and
how some
m o v i e s
include drug
references. She
mentioned how drugs are hidden in literature,
including Alice in Wonderland, with the
smoking caterpillar. She also talked about
how different colors were related to drugs.
This is just one example of the
challenge that seventh grade students in
Mrs. Hernandez’s English class took on by
creating an in-depth research project. The
students were able to research anything they
wanted as long as it served a purpose. A
variety of students chose to research the
effect of popular culture on teens, including
cell phones, tattoos, and piercings. Other
students took on more difficult topics such
as teen pregnancy, the effectiveness of
Border Patrol, and children with disabilities.
The research paper consisted of a three
page essay, a survey questionnaire, graphs
and other visuals designed to show the
results of their questionnaire. Students also
had to produce an interview video. Each
week for seven weeks the students had to
turn in a part of their project. These parts
included a graphic organizer filled with
information from research, six sources of
information and a survey with their thesis
statement. During the last three weeks
students had to work on their outlines, turn
in their completely edited draft and revised
final draft. The last week students turned in
their final copy of their research paper
including their six sources. The students also
presented their survey research and video.
“Overall I was impressed with the
outcome of the research project essay as
well as the presentations. Students did an
outstanding job,” said Mrs. Hernandez of the
outcome. “I thought that this research
project was a good way to learn about the
different topics each student presented and
it was a fun and challenging to actually do
the project,” commented Eden Klien.
The grand finale came when each
student had to present the information from
their project in an informative manner using
all of the elements they created for the
project.

NJHS ELECTS NEW OFFICERS FOR 2010/2011
Members continue to serve Slider by hosting Teacher Appreciation meal.
By Mika Orozco

As the year comes to an end, Slider’s
National Junior Honor Society continues to stay
busy. To start next year off strong officers for the
2010-2011
school year
h a v e
already
b e e n
elected. The
n e w l y
e
lected
NJHS
officers are:
President
Valerie Papa,
VIce President Jazmine Cuevas, Secretary Luisa
S a n c h e z , Tr e a s u r e r S u s a n a C a s t i l l o .
Parliamentarian Rafael Flores, and Historian
Joseph Fernandez. Congratulations to all the
officers and good luck next year.
NJHS has participated in several events in
May, beginning with the Teacher Appreciation
Breakfast. The day started early for the
members as they arrived at 6:30 a.m. in order to
be ready for the early rising teachers. The menu

was served by each of the members, in some
cases directly to teacher’s classrooms.
“Although I helped organize it along with Ms.
Sierra it was the student’s commitment and
generosity that made it such a success. I had
many people come to me personally to thank
me, but the real thanks goes to NJAS and the
Starlets,” said Mrs. Torguson.
They rounded out their service with a
western dress up to help out with O’Shea’s
Musical Dinner Theater.

ADVANCED CHOIR PERFORMS IN UIL
By Jazmine Thornton

Choir director, Mrs. Labrado, led her Advanced Girl Choir to an outstanding performance in
the recent UIL Choir Competition. The competition took place on May 5-6 at El Dorado High
School. This competition included schools from all over the district.
The Advanced Girl’s Choir received a score of a two in their onstage performance and a three
in their sight reading performance. Their onstage performance consisted of performing three songs
by memory. They are judged on talent for music as well as intonation and accuracy.
The three songs that they performed were When I am Silent, by Joan C. Varner, Flow, O, My
Tears!, adapted by Salli Terri from John Dowland’s Flow My Tears, and Antiphonal Alleluia, by John
Leavitt.
The sight reading portion consists of reading a never before seen or rehearsed piece of music
that they only have six minutes to learn. They must learn the song without singing any of it, and
without any notes from the song being played on the piano. After the six minutes they are allowed
to sing the song but cannot get any help from the director. Then they get another two minutes to
work out problems and then they sing it again. Their final score is based on both the instruction
period and the outcome. “The girl’s choir is considered a varsity level choir, raising the expectations
on both their stage performance and on their sight reading. I was very proud of their hard work and
dedication. It’s an honor to be their choir director,” stated Mrs. Labrado.
The girls that participated in this event were Ashley Aguirre, Erika Araujo, Rachel Cantu,
Shelby Estala, Valerie Flores, Mariana Gallegos, Aliya Gardea, Koreena Lunares, Leslie Moctezuma,
Paola Montoya, Crystal Remes, Erin Wagner,
Melinda Arrieta, Dayna Chairez, Michelle Diaz,
Adeline Duron, Diana Gandara, Alondra Gomez,
Arissa Luna, Cynthia Remes, Madeline Rivera,
Cassandra Ruiz, Cassandra Ruvalcaba, and
Faith Sierra.
Against some critical, but necessary, judging,
they definitely showed that the Stallion Choir is
not only dedicated to music but determined to
try their hardest.
Summing it up, “I was very nervous, but I built
up my courage because I knew we would do
good,” stated eighth grader, Alondra Gomez.

THEATRE CLASSES PERFORM IN LIP SYNC SHOW
Students and teachers enjoyed a sold out performance.
By Madison Luevano and Paige Pelletier

Carlee Widmer stole the show as she
stepped on stage dressed like Beyoncé.
Wearing the famous black leotard and tights,
she looked as if she came straight out of the
Single Ladies music video. Her dance was the
closing act, and it definitely was an exciting way
to finish the show. “I loved the Single Ladies
dance performed by Carlee Widmer. She went
all out and it was hilarious. By the end of her
performance everyone was on their feet,” stated
eighth grader Bethany Wilburn.
Everything from the latest hits such as,
Baby by Justin Bieber to classic oldies like Lady
Marmalade from Moulin Rouge, were recreated
as students put on performances to a packed
cafeteria. Songs included Telephone, She’s in
Love, Candy Pop, and an array of songs from
many genres. Students paid $2 to attend and
the event was “so popular that we ran out of
tickets,” stated theatre teacher Sonja Kern. The
groups consisted of students from Mrs. Kern’s

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Throughout the year, I mentioned in
this column how fast it was progressing
and how quickly the school year would be
over.
Well, here we are Stallions, at the
very end of an outstanding year! We
began the year by welcoming several new
members of the faculty
and
a
new
a d m i n i s t r a t o r.
Previously, we talked

theatre classes. She assigned Lip Sync as a way
to end the year with a fun and exciting project.
Lip sync is an expressive art that requires
synchronized movement of the mouth with the
spoken words in a song. Mrs. Kern was looking
for creative expression, dance choreography,
and use of costumes and props. After weeks of
intense practices during and after school, the
groups were ready to show off their original
routines. They incorporated modern dance
moves, creative costumes, and a handful of
props which were used to act out the lyrics of a
song.
Performances took place in the cafeteria on
May 21, where strobe lights and flashy scenery
was arranged. Before the school performance,
students were graded on all aspects of their
projects. Mrs. Kern recorded the dances and
later reviewed them with her classes.
“It was neat to see myself dancing on the
tapes, it helped us see what we could improve
on before the school performance,” noted
Melissa Cail. The lip sync was so successful that
there was a special performance just for parents
the next week.

ORCHESTRA COMPETES IN UIL PROGRAM
By Deanna Tellez, Hollie Wilson and Angela Rios

The Slider UIL Orchestra performed on May 6, at Coronado High School. The extremely
detailed oriented judges, who came from Dallas to score the contest, awarded the Stallions a three,
which was an acceptable rating. The Slider Orchestra took the stage and performed three songs,
Apache, All Strings Attached, and Yes, I Can Can.
The students that participated in the UIL event consisted of
mostly A and B students. Mr Hamilton was very excited to have
the opportunity for his students to be able to participate in this
event. The seventh graders who attended were Naila Guadalupe
Chairez Del Rio, Ashley Diane Aguirre, Kristian Alexander
Armendariz, Margarita Ericka Cantu, Francisco Arturo Colorbio,
Marcela Duran, Reagan Cheyanne Golucke, Selene Marie
Hernandez, Eden Kriz Klein, Desirae Amber Knott, Samantha
Grace Limon, Daniel Antonio Moreno, Allanah Sophia Muniz,
Carlos Teran, and Joshua Joseph Veliz.The eighth graders
consisted of Nicholas Hap Baquera, Oliver Alberto Day, Alan
Ernesto Flores-Lopez, Marc Andrew Hernandez, Briana Laura Moreno, Regina Muniz, Jazmin
Gabriela Munoz, Denisse Fernanda Ortega, Nicholas Ivan Portillo, Angela Zamantha Rios, Andrea
Sandoval, Caleb Oscar Troncoso, Cynthia Alejandra Valencia, Angel Jesus Valles III, and Krysta
Marie Weese. The Slider Orchestra faced two challenges, sight reading and a performance. In the
sight reading challenge, the orchestra students go into a room and are given music they have never
seen before and must perform it in front of judges. The Stallions scored a three on both the sight
reading and their performance. Their performance consisted of music that they have been
practicing during school for the competition. The Stallion Orchestra did a great job on Wednesday
and continue to practice so they can perfect their musical skills.

about making this the
very best year in the
history of Slider
Middle School.
Mr. Ferguson

Each of the students were
challenged to best the success of the
previous year and you have done just that!
We started the year with great success in
our athletic programs and continued to
watch our fine arts and academics rise to
heights that we haven’t achieved before.
I’m proud to announce that Slider Middle
School has been awarded Exemplary
status for your results on the TAKS tests.
On top of this, 100% of our Algebra
students passed the end of the course
exam. Finally, our success in the UIL
competitions earned us the Sweepstakes
award among schools in our District. If we
listed all the students and faculty that
made that possible, this edition would
have to be much bigger, but let me thank
those students and teachers that worked
the long hours in preparation for those
competitions.
In the next few days, we’ll be
readying for the final day at school and
our eighth grade graduation ceremony.
This graduating class set many new
standards that will be difficult for any
other class to reach. We are sending a
fantastic group of young men and women
on to high school with all the tools
necessary to make their high school
careers successful, as well as their
enduring Stallion Pride!
To our sixth and seventh grades I’ll
start early and issue the challenge to
better what has been done before you.
This year saw many new firsts and we
added a great deal of trophies and
recognitions to our school displays.
As you leave for summer break,
remember to have a great time, read, and
be safe. I’ll see you next year!

SEVENTH GRADE BASEBALL WINS DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP
In an epic championship game, the team dominated the Hambric Hawks to claim the title.
By Adrian Carmona and Paige Pelletier

When Dallas Roman emerged from the
bottom of the “doggie pile” his teammates had

created at home plate he knew he had brought
in the winning run, earning the Stallion seventh
grade team the District Championship!
Facing off against the Jane Hambric
Hawks, who had gone through the season
undefeated, the Stallions knew they would have
to play hard and disciplined in order to have a
chance for the district title.

True to their record, the Hawks ended the
first inning with a three run lead but the
Stallions responded with four runs in the
second to take a slim lead and set the tone for
what would be an exciting game.
Going into the bottom of the fifth inning,
the seventh graders held a slim 9-8 lead and
could see that with good defense, the team
might just be able to win the game.
Slider’s great defense prevented the
Hawks from scoring a run for the rest of the
game while Stallion base runners advanced an
incredible 9 times to break open the game and
secure another district title for Slider Middle
School.
The road to the championship game was a
little more difficult for the Stallions as they
compiled a record of 4-2 through the six-game
regular season and would certainly make them
the underdog against Hambric.
Throughout the season, the boys prepared
for each game by practicing the basics of the
game. From hitting to base running to game
situations, the team practiced hard.
To get to the championship game, the
Stallions had to defeat Clarke, Sanchez, and

Montwood Middle. At the beginning of the
season, the Montwood Middle team was the
favorite to win the championship this year. The
Hawks road to the championship game came
through Paso Del Norte, Socorro, and Sybert
Middle School.
Pushing through the Stallions took
advantage of the opportunity to be in the
championship by playing their best until the
Championship title was theirs.
Congratulations, Stallions!

Matt
Carillo

SEVENTH GRADE SOFTBALL CAPS UNDEFEATED SEASON WITH TITLE
The girls committed themselves early in the season to work hard, play together, and take each game as they came.
By Victoria Carreon

The Lady Stallions ended an undefeated season by stomping the
Jane A. Hambric Hawks 18-1 to earn the District Championship. Pitching
the one-run, final game was Victoria Rodriguez. During the game the
Stallions got hit after hit and also stole several bases. Most players
showed what they were
made of when they
went up to bat, usually
twice each inning, since
the Hawks could not
strike them out.
Coach Gabriel
Dominguez said, “I am
very proud of my
seventh grade girls for
believing in themselves,
and performing the
tasks I asked them to
perform.” They also

practiced a great deal before playing and winning the six games that led
to their division and conference victories.
Their undefeated season did not come easy. They had several rough
games where they were close to losing but always worked as a team to
get ahead and say that way. The Lady Stallions defeated Paso Del Norte
20-5 on Saturday April 10th, Clarke Middle School on Thursday, April 22
with a score of 12-2 and Montwood Middle School on Thursday, April 15
with a score of 8-3. Pitcher, Sarah Romero, threw perfect fast balls to the
opposing team, making it harder for them to score runs. “It was nerve
racking, but I had lots of fun and I loved the tension of the game,” she
said.
The girls made a commitment to each other when the season started
to prepare for each of the games as if it were their last and with the
preparation and practice, they were able to beat every opponent.
Each of the girls on the team showed commitment and dedication to
being part of this team and made it a priority. Congratulations to the
seventh grade softball team for an amazing undefeated season and
bringing the Division and Conference Championships home to Slider!

Congratulations, Stallions!
Have a great summer!!
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