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Have you ever wondered what keeps a 
plane flying in the sky? Is it just the engines, 
the air, or something else as well?  

Mrs. Cholka, a sixth grade science 
teacher, is teaching many of her students 
just that in a new program called SEMAA, 
which stands for the Science Engineering 
Math and Aerospace Academy. 

The program, which is funded 
nationally by NASA and by UTEP, locally, is 
managed through Professor Nate Robinson 
from UTEP. The program started on 
September 19th with 38 sixth grade 
students and will run until November. 

All of the “members” are sixth 
graders, except for two eighth grade NJHS 
members that Mrs. Cholka recruited: Toby 
Provencio and Daniel Poppe. The two young 
men helped the students as they learned 
how to make airplanes out of paper plates, 
rubber bands, paperclips and other limited 
supplies. After the students made their 
planes, they used the rubber bands to 
propel them across the room. Teamwork 
very clearly played a large and important 

part of the project. The  students offered 
each other assistance and helped one 
another understand the project and its 
expected outcome. After building the 
planes, the students went both outside and 
into the halls for a test flight.

SEMAA and NASA aim to inspire 
students to pursue their careers, and engage 
s tudents and parents to immerse 
themselves in technology. There is even a 
café made just for that purpose – where 
students actually get to work with 
engineering students from UTEP.  Parents 
are also invited to experience the program,  
preview upcoming projects, and understand 
the science behind what the students are 
learning. In addition, the students must do 
20 hours of SEMAA related work to show 
that they are truly committed to science. 
The students are also planning a trip  to the 
NASA flight simulators in Alamogordo to 
learn more about the science behind flying, 
and to experience for themselves how 
other forces affect flight. 

The NASA Glenn Research Center and 
Cuyahoga Community College, both in 
Cleveland, Ohio, started SEMAA in 1993 as 
a joint project between the government 
agency and the college. The program has 
g ro w n e a c h 
year and has 
now made its 
way to Slider. 
Mrs . Cho lka 
e x p l a i n e d , 
d u r i n g t h e 
w e e k l y 
T h u r s d a y 
meeting, that 
the classes, as well as the students, are “very 
independent.” All the enthusiastic sixth 
graders claimed that the SEMAA project 
was,  “very cool,” and that so far, they all got 
along and enjoyed each other’s company. It’s 
good to know that Slider has such eager 
young students interested in things that 
truly guarantee a good future!

Sixth Grade Stallions join NASA program

BY KATHERINE HENRY,  AND SARVENAZ KARBASI
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Slider Middle School has once again 
acknowledged  Red Ribbon week with  a 
series of events held October 24th through 
the 28th. Ms. Quiroz, the school counselor, 
organized and made i t a ver y 
interesting week. 

This year Stallions are not only 
promising to stay off drugs, they are 
showing their support for Breast 
C a n c e r Aw a re n e s s m o n t h  b y 
incorporating Pink Ribbon  Week, 
making it the Red  and Pink Ribbon 
Week Bash. This week is important 
because it remembers those who 
fought against breast cancer; along with 
the original Red  Ribbon Week that 
honors Enrique “Kiki” Camarena. 

Camarena was a federal DEA agent who 
was brutally murdered in 1985  after being 
kidnapped  by a local drug cartel in Mexico 

because he was on the verge of exposing a 
major drug case. 

There were different activities each day 
of the week starting on Monday, the 24th. 
Students and faculty were encouraged  to 
wear  pink, for Caring Pink day. Students 

turned out in  pink shirts, pink socks and just 
about anything else they had  that was pink. 
Tuesday, the 25th, was Respectful Red, and 
everyone wore red  to stand against drugs. 

We d n e s d a y 
the 26th, the 
Stallions slam 
dunked drugs 
b y w e a r i n g 
their favorite 
b a s k e t b a l l 
jersey. Korina 
R u i z , w h o 
wore a #24 
Kobe Bryant 
Lakers jersey, 
commented, “I 

think Red Ribbon Week is fun, because we all 
get to wear  different things and it shows how 
we’re unique.” 

     On  Thursday, the 27th, students 
wore their craziest shoes or boots to 
“stomp out drugs.” On the last day of 
the week, students “Passed On” drugs, 
by wearing their favorite NFL or 
Football Jersey. Sixth  grade ELAR 
teacher  Mrs. Curlee dressed up every 
day. Mrs. Curlee, who recently beat 
cancer herself, shared, “I’m thankful 
that I was aware and that I’m still 
here.” 

     Red and Pink Ribbon Week was a 
fun experience for all because it allowed 
everyone to participate. Stallions are proud 
supporters of Breast Cancer Awareness and 
Standing Against Drugs.

Pink and Red Ribbon Week observed

It’s just incredible to me how the 
school year flies by. I want to begin this 
month by congratulating the seventh 
grade football team on their perfect 
season culminating with the District 
Championship. They continue a tradition 
of excellence in athletics and academics. 

We’re beginning November with 
the holidays coming up soon. Let’s keep 
the fantastic momentum going and 
continue to achieve. Speaking of  that, 
our eighth grade students completed 
the ACT/Explore test recently. Since we 
began offering that test, Slider students 
have taken the test seriously and it has 
helped identify areas of strength and 
interest in each student. Year after year, 
these opportunities have been used by 
our students to help them in planning 
areas of study in high school and 
college.

 Congratulations to seventh 
graders, Mia Montes, Isabella Pando, and 
Carlos Rocha who were were selected 
to attend the The Junior National Young 
Leaders Conference and got to spend a 
week in Washington D.C. honing their 
leadership skills.

 I also want to recognize the 
students who participated in the Junior 
Students 2 Students program. This 
program will be very popular as we’ve 
seen an increase in students from 
military families transferred to El Paso 
primarily by the Army and Slider is now 
a certified campus for this important 
program.

Finally, October always ends with 
Halloween. If you are planning a night 
out in your neighborhood, please do so 
safely. Let’s start November off with all 
of you safe and sound. 

BY AUDREE ZURICK AND ERIN WELLS  
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The Junior Students 2 Students program, or JS2S, is up and running at Slider. JS2S is a group that 
helps students new to Slider, whose parents or legal guardians are active or retired military, settle 
in and become comfortable in their new 
environment. 

Several Stallions, including Peter Gurrola, 
Mia Montes,  Alezee Guzman, Hannah Gurrola, 
and Kayla Linsey attended a two day training 
class to act as guides for these students. Other 
middle schools, including Sanchez, Ross, 
Bassett, Richardson and Eastwood also 
attended the intense training, sponsored by the 
US military. The Stallions came back to campus  
knowing a lot more about some of the issues 
that military students bring to a new school and 
are ready to practice their new skills and begin mentoring. October 27th and 28th Js2s Slider 
“avatars” set up a table outside the cafeteria during both lunches where all military kids had the 
opportunity to officially register. This will provide a better snapshot of Slider’s active or retired 
military population to report to the district. 

Students trained to assist military transfers

BY PETER GURROLA & SARVENAZ KARBASI



Throughout intersession and into November, Slider’s National 
Junior Honor Society continues their service to our community. 
Most recently, students volunteered at O’Shea Keleher 
Elementary’s annual music camp. For a week 
over intersession, the NJHS members kept the 
campers busy with games, arts and crafts, 
stories, and plenty of music. On the last day of 
camp the kids and the NJHS members had 
“Fun Friday,” where they watched Halloween 
movies and put on a show for parents. “Camp 
was so much fun, I can’t wait to come again 
next year,” exclaimed one camper. NJHS 
member Vanessa Becerra exclaimed, “It’s all 
about helping out.” 

Prior to this activity, NJHS members 
went to Ascarate Park on September 24th to 
work on their first community service project 
of the year, which was the Walk of Hope. The 
Walk of Hope was started in 2002, and since 
then had raised over 10 million dollars to help 
find a cure for Ovarian Cancer. September marked the 10th 
anniversary of this walk, and the NJHS members and 
Candelighters, a childhood cancer organization that works closely 
with the Walk of Hope, were proud to be helping out.  At Ascarate 
Park, NJHS members filled luminaries, which are paper bags that 
are decorated and lit up for special occasions, with sand, put a 

candle in them, and placed them around the lake and all 
throughout the park. These luminaries were hand made by kids 
who had cancer, which made them more meaningful. 

“The Soda Tab Smack 
Down,” also took 
place in September 
when NJHS members 
formed groups of 
fi v e , a n d b e g a n 
collecting soda tabs 
to raise funds for the 
Ronald McDonald 
House. The Ronald McDonald House is a 
safe place for families who have seriously ill 
children and have to travel a long way from 
home to have them treated. At the 
December 5th deadline, the group with the 
most can tabs gets to invite one friend each 
to a Christmas pizza and ice cream party to 

be held at the end of the semester. “I wanted 
the prize for soda tabs to be amazing to add an extra pinch of 
competition and fun to the whole thing,” NJHS sponsor, Ms. 
Thompson explained. “Hopefully everyone will think the prize is 
worth it because at a penny-per-tab we will earn more money than 
NJHS ever has,” said Vice President, Kelly Kaiser. 

NJHS members serve community through many projects

NJHS is all 
about 

serving the 
community 

 “Immunize El Paso” came to Slider with a flu vaccination clinic. The 
clinic was for kids and adults who wanted to receive the vaccine. Both the 
flu mist and injection were available. The difference between the two was 

that the flu mist is inhaled through your nose and 
the flu shot is injected with a needle.
     The way that vaccines work is that you receive 
a strand of a virus or illness, allowing your body to 
create antibodies against it. That way, when you 
come across the full strand, your body is better 
able to fight it, leaving you with a much easier time 
or no illness at all.
     There is a rumor that if you get the flu mist or 

shot that you may still get sick. That is because you 
might have already been exposed to the virus, therefore your body cannot 
be immune to the vaccination. Also, the vaccine does take from one to two 
weeks to fully allow the antibodies to build and fight any new exposures to 
the flu. Nurse Susie Zambrano said, “Students who get immunized against 
the flu will help prevent spreading the flu to other students, therefore, 
preventing absences in school.”  

Band teacher, Ms. Hernandez, said jokingly,  
“It didn’t hurt, it felt splendid”.  Most people 
that came were teachers and students but 
there were other visitors that attended the 
event and took advantage of the flu 
vaccination. Immunize El Paso was made 
possible by Providence Memorial Hospital to 
help with health issues and is the driving force 
behind spreading flu vaccinations throughout 
the entire city.

Immunize El Paso visits Slider Stallions

BY VANESSA BECERRA & KELLY KAISER

If you had the chance to create a person, what would they be like? 
The students in Mrs. Curlee’s ARMI class pondered that question through 
making lively dolls. 

The theme of this project was to create a doll, without adult 
direction, by using their own creativity. Materials provided by Mrs. Curlee, 
such as construction paper, pipe cleaners, and felt, enabled the students to 

extend their imagination 
to the next level. On 
poster boards, the 
students were to 
include information 
on their doll’s name, 
t h e n a t i o n a l i t y , 
gender, theme song 
(mantra), sponsor, 
talent, date of birth, 
creator, and how they 
would change the 

world. "Rigor was applied 
to think outside the box," challenged Mrs. Curlee. “I witnessed so much 
hard work and creativity.” 

Julianna Smith created “Keira,” a female that was born on December 
26, 2010. “Keira” is an American whose talent is  Soccer,  and has the 
mantra, “Fearless.” “If I could change the world, I would stop the Earth’s 
destruction and prevent world wars,” said Smith. Presentations were held 
during class, and then became a pageant. Classmates voted for the top 
three dolls they thought were the most unique. 

During the pageant, each of the students had to explain their 
creations and the meaning behind them.

Dolls dressed with RIGOR

BY ALEZZANDRA DIAZ BY DAMIAN RAMIREZ AND IVANA PLAYER 



Both the seventh and eighth grade boys basketball teams scored a win during their first 
game of the young season against the Sanchez Middle School Warriors. The eighth grade 
boys dominated every aspect of the game, coming away with a 72-23 lopsided win. “We 
did great for a first game and I’m looking forward to the rest of the season,” said Dominic 
Sepuldveda.  
     The seventh graders found themselves on the winning side by downing the Warriors 
42-22. Noah Barrio, O’Dell Graham, 
Deandre Grady, and Robert Everett 
each scored several baskets. Coach 
Valdez, commented, "I think we have a 

great team here. Last year, we had a perfect season, leaving others in our dust, and that’s 
what we hope to achieve this year." 

In their first games of the season the eighth grade Lady Stallions found the going a 
little tough and dropped their opener to Sanchez. The seventh grade Lady Stallions were 
victorious, dominating the Warriors 34-21. “I think the girls did a great job for their first 
game, considering how we only had a day of practice,” stated Coach Ramos. The 
Stallions showed aggression and endurance, they hustled, and were always after their 
rebounds. 

Seventh Grade Football Wins District Championship
The Stallion seventh grade football 

team capped off a perfect season with 
a win in the District Championship 
game against the Paso Del Norte 
Jaguars 32-8. 

The Stallions 
drove into the  
Soccoro Athletic 
Complex on game 
day, determined to 
con t i nue t he i r 
undefeated 6-0 
season.  In the first 
q u a r t e r , t h e 
Stallions received the ball and took it 
to the thirty yard line. The offense 
needed only four plays for Julian Perez 
to score the first touchdown and put 
the Stallions in the lead  8-0. Paso Del 
Norte tied up the score 8 to 8 by 

returning a fumble 90 yards for a score 
in the first quarter. 

The second quarter was taken by 
the Stall ions when quarterback 

Chr is t i an Perez  
connected with 
b o t h R o b e r t 
Everett  and Julian 
Perez making the 
score 24 to 8 at 
h a l f - t i m e . T h e 
Stal l ion defense 
stayed strong when 
they came out of 

half-time, causing two  fumbles and 
recording four sacks, two by Peter 
Gurrola. “It was a very exciting game!” 
said Gurrola. In the fourth quarter 
Evan De Anda made double two point 
conversions and one touchdown with 

a minute and forty two seconds of the 
game remaining, sealing the win with a 
32 to 8 score and making the Stallions 

the 2011 Seventh grade District 
Champions!  At the end of the game 
the football team thanked everyone for 
their support throughout the season. 
"All the hard work since the beginning 
of  the year has payed off!" said Coach 
Perez. Congratulations, Stallions on an 
all around winning season. 

Stallion girls and boys basketball begin season with pride

BY MYRA ROMMES,  AMBER GANDARA & DANTE RAMOS

YEARBOOKS
Special price of $25 until 
December.
Look for postcards in the mail to 
order your yearbook online

SPECIAL T-SHIRTS
Celebrate Slider Middle School’s 

20th Anniversary with a 
commemorative t-shirt on sale 

now for $10 in room 208. 

STALLION PRIDE
William D. Slider Middle School

11700 School Lane
El Paso, Texas 79936-5400

915.937.5400
Mr. Mitchell Ferguson, Principal

 C.C. Schwartz, Advisor
Email: mschwa@sisd.net
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