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Have you decided where you would like to 
attend college? The students in Mrs. Hernandez’s 
eighth grade Exploring Careers classes 
recognized their educational goals by researching 
their favorite colleges and universities. “This gives 
students a great opportunity to see what their 
options are and know ahead of time what to 
expect from college,” claimed Mrs. Hernandez. 

The students were given three days to 
gather information and pictures of their chosen 
college. To earn full credit, students created and 
decorated triangular “banners” which had to have 
information on the school’s profile, mascot, 
admission and graduation requirements, and 
financial aide available. 

Most students were creative and made their 
presentations fit their own style. Michael 
Quezada, who chose the University of Texas at El 
Paso (UTEP), constructed a blue banner with 
orange lettering bordered by silver glitter. “Doing 
this college project really helped me prepare for 
the future,” Amber Gandara stated, “I learned so 
much about my preferred school, California State 
University at Long Beach.” Journalism majors 
would be interested in the University of 
Columbia. It is located in New York, New York 
and is a school for Journalism, Communication, 
and Speech. The banner displays a blue poster 
with a silver outline, and a light blue Lion for the 
school’s mascot. The banners will be hanging in 

the 300 hallway so students can stop by and 
check them out. 

This project was held during Generation 
Texas Week, formerly called Education Go Get It! 
Week. Generation Texas was started by the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board last year to 
help kids get into college, acquire jobs, and get a 
good education.  The celebration was designed to  
encourage students to do great things with their 
lives. It should also be noted, that this is a new 
approach for Texas’ most recent plan for higher 
education, called “Closing The Gaps by 2015,” 
which is a plan to raise the averages in Texas 
schools. 

 Slider came up with a week of dress up 
days for students to get into the spirit of 
Generation Texas Week.  The day after Labor Day 
was Crazy Hair day, where students went all out 
and, “crazed their way through college,” with 
multi-colored and different styled hair. On 
Wednesday, it was Nerd Pride Day, also known as 
Scholar Day, where students showed how ready 
and eager they were to learn and attend college 
by wearing their nerd outfits, such as high water 
pants and long socks. Girls put their hair in pig 
tails, and wore cinema 3D, or “nerd” glasses. 
Eighth grader Jose Acevedo made the perfect 
scholar, “Nerd Day was a great opportunity for 
everyone to have fun and reveal their inner 
scholar.” Thursday was college tee-shirt, or jersey, 

day, where students wore their favorite college 
tee-shirt to show their pride. For the most part, 
everyone wore UTEP and Texas Tech shirts, 
showing true pride for Generation Texas. Finally, 
o n F r i d a y , 
students, “flew 
t h e i r w a y t o 
c o l l e g e ” f o r 
Superhero Day, 
w h e r e t h e y 
dressed as their 
f a v o r i t e 
s u p e r h e ro o r 
came up with one 
o f the i r own . 
S tudents used 
their imagination 
on some great 
costumes. Several 
people dressed 
up a s Capta in 
America, celebrating the movie that debuted this 
year, and a few dressed as Superman. Miss Quiroz 
said that, “This week  really got the eighth graders 
thinking about college, sort of like an ah-ha 
moment for some.”

Stallions Celebrate Generation Texas Week 

BY KATHERINE HENRY,  ALEZZANDRA DIAZ, 
AND ALEX PEOPLES
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 “This week 
proved that 

we’re not just 
working at it, 

we ARE a 
college ready 

school.”



Eighth grade science teachers Mr. Peña and 
Mrs. Rios are going 3-D! Students got to 
experience the world of science first hand by 
creating their own three dimensional model of 
an atom. They made structures of atoms 
including the nucleus, protons, neutrons, and 
electrons. The neutron is a subatomic particle 
which has no electrical charge, and has a mass 

equal to a 
p r o t o n . 
T h e 
electron is 
a 
subatomic 
p a r t i c l e 
w i t h a 
n e g a t i ve 
electrical 
c h a r g e , 
w h i l e a 
p r o t o n 
h a s a 

p o s i t i v e 
electric charge. The nucleus is where protons 
and neutrons are kept, and electrons circle 
around it in the electron cloud. Each student 
was assigned an atom to create a model of,  
such as Argon, Helium, Nitrogen, Silicon, or 
Florine. Each atom has a different atomic 
number which represents the number of 
protons and electrons it contains. Students got 
creative with styrofoam balls, florist wire, pom 
poms, clay and other materials. “It was 
challenging because I had the atom Gallium 
which had a the atomic number, 31, which was 
high,” said eighth grader Alex Peoples. 

This project was a way for students to 
understand the atom, and how it is created. The 
models were graded on creativity, the 
understanding of the model, neatness, and 
presentation. “The students have been working 
on this project for a couple of weeks now, and 

they have shown that they have mastered the 
concept of the atom, this also shows their 
individual creativity,” explained Mr. Peña. Each 
student had a different atom and had to include 
a key, stating the atomic 
number, the atomic 
mass, the number of 
p ro t o n s , n e u t ro n s , 
e l e c t r o n s a n d t h e 
e l e c t r o n s h e l l 
arrangement of the 
electrons. Students also 
included a string and 
paper clip so that their 
teacher could hang it in 
the classroom. 

Extra credit points 
were given to students 
who presented their 
models in class, and to 
those models which 
could fit into a 5 x 5 x 5  
i n c h b o x . “ I t w a s 
interesting seeing other 
people’s projects, and 
how they varied in size and appearance,” said 
eighth grader Dante Ramos. The students were 
given two weeks to work on their atom project 
w h i c h w a s d u e 
September 19th and 
20th. “It was good for 
the students to realize 
that the nucleus is 
b i g g e r t h a n t h e 
electrons, and even if 
t hey d i dn ' t ge t i t 
perfect, they learned 
some important science 
facts,” explained Ms. Rios. 

The Atom Project

Our school year keeps moving 
forward and by this point we’re past the 
point of having to help students find 
their correct class and teacher. When 
we had our first Parent/Teacher night a 
few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of 
meeting so many of the parents who 
make up our Slider community.

I get the opportunity to meet so 
many,  likely because they’re trying to 
find a specific room number or a 
particular teacher and I’m reminded of 
just how great we have it at Slider. 
Parents are very involved at our school 
and they prove it several times a year at 
these events.

The honors of the school year are 
starting to come in. Our congratulations 
to Coach Gatei and his eighth grade 
Lady Stallions, who brought in a district 
championship, and the undefeated 
seventh grade football team. Our 
athletes continue to represent the best 
in Stallion pride.

Speaking of pride, I must report to 
you how proud I am as your Principal to 
see each of you taking your studies so 
seriously. Each week, during my visits to 
classes, I’ve seen some very interesting 
classwork led by our outstanding 
faculty. I am reminded of that, by the 
excellent story about Ms. Rios and Mr. 
Peña’s atom project. 

We’re about to enter our first 
intersession of the school year. Each of 
you have worked hard and deserve your 
time off. Stay active, and pick up a book 
that interests you to read during this 
break.  And don’t forget to set aside 
some time to sharpen the saw. 

We’ll see you at the beginning of 
the second nine weeks!

BY ALEX PEOPLES AND VANESSA ANTILLON
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Are you addicted to comic books and have always wanted to go where you are completely 
surrounded by comic books and their authors? Then you would have loved Comic Con, a comic 
convention held right here in El Paso.

People who attended the convention were greeted by several celebrities who represented 
characters in popular comic books and films such as “Star Wars”. A comic book convention brings 
in vendors who specialize in collectible comic books, action figures, and custom made hats.  The 
festivities included a “Zombie” dress up contest; and the man who hosted the contest was the 
Alien Warrior comedian. 

One of the contestants told the comedian that he became a zombie by eating at Chico’s 
Tacos without knowing about a zombie invasion. There was also a raffle for a poster signed by all 
the writers and companies that were present, called, “EP-CON JAM.” All the funds that were made 
from selling T-shirts, were given to a charity that supports Liver Disease. 

Also, there was a game room sponsored by Best Buy, and a concert performance by local 
bands. Most of the out of town sellers got a great vibe from the city and its people. 

Overall, the Convention was a humongous success for the owners of the Convention, Julian 
and Denise Lawer.  A local comic book writer commented,” It’s great to come out and meet all the 
fans, I really felt appreciated.” All the zombies, comic book, and mystical characters left the 
convention with the hopes of next year’s convention being even better.

El Paso hosts first Comic Book Convention

BY MYRA ROMMES
& BRANDON DE LARA
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The first parent/teacher night of the year was held on 
September 7th. Parents, some with their student in tow, were lead 
from class to class to speak with teachers and find out how their 
children were doing in their classes.

While many teachers were in their classrooms, some teachers 
preferred to meet at 
tables in the foyer of 
the school. “I’m in my 
room all day, so it’s nice 
to sit out front and 
greet everyone, this 
way I see lots of my 
former students who 
have brothers and 
sisters now in my 
class,” said one teacher. 

Teachers discussed 
grades and classroom behavior at the brief meetings. If students 
were struggling in their classes, parents could sign up to meet 
with all of the student’s teachers in a group setting at a later 
date. Sixth grade teacher, Mary Martinez said, “I think parent 
night is a great idea because parents get the chance to discuss 
how their kids are doing in their classes.” Many of the parents 
commented that they appreciated the teachers staying late after 
a full day which made it easier for the parents to attend outside of 
normal work hours. 

Slider administrators were out in force, talking with parents 
and helping others find that one elusive classroom that would 
complete their night. In addition, parents were given information 
about a variety of things that were going on at 
school. “Parent Night turned out very well, 
and parents were updated with the activities 
going on at Slider Middle School,” parent 
and registration and attendance specialist, 
Cristina Gurrola commented. 

Most students agreed that this Parent/ 
Teacher Night was a fun event and they 
were glad to introduce their parents to 

their  favorite teachers. 
Parents even had the 
opportunity to get a 
copy of the Stallion 
Pride from Journalism 
students, while Student 
Council members sold 
ice cream at the front 
of the school. With so 
m a ny t e a c h e r s i n 
attendance, and many 

p a r e n t s , e v e r y o n e 
agreed that the night was a huge success.

Parents walk the halls during first Parent/Teacher night

...the night 
was a 
huge 

success.

Members of the Montwood High School National Honor Society 
visited Slider recently to talk to our students about the importance of 
protecting the environment. 

During the ARMI period, those students gave a Power Point 
presentation to select classes on information they collected about our 
environment. 

Paulina Escobar, the presenter for Mrs. Schwartz’ ARMI class, 
explained, “Saving the environment is extremely important 

because the world isn’t endless, and if we don’t take 
care of it now, we might not have a second 

chance. Every little bit adds up, so we have to 
save our resources.” Presenter Javier Gonzalez 
continued, “This Earth is our future. We should 
take advantage of recycling, because some cities 
don’t have the same opportunities that we have 

here.” 
Some proactive Slider students agreed with the 

goals that the NHS members set, and want to help 
s ave the Earth. “Kids don’t realize the importance of the environment. 
Try and open your eyes, and push for a Recycling Day,” NJHS member 
Andrea Munoz stated. Eighth grader Matthew Nieto gave some examples of 
what we could do to help lessen pollution, including recycling, and walking 
or biking to school. These students realize the importance of saving our 
home and hope that more people become aware of what we’re doing to 
our planet. 

So, next time you get up to go throw paper away, look for a blue bin 
with white arrows; you could be a small part of a big movement to save our 
planet! If you are interested in helping with Slider Middle School’s recycling 
efforts, see NJHS sponsor, Ms.Thompson.

Montwood NHS helps Slider go green

BY RAYMOND MENDOZA, PETER GURROLA, & VICTORIA LICON 

Slider’s outstanding librarian, Mrs. Mounsey, would like to invite all 
Stallions to join “Brandy’s Readers.” Brandy is the librarian’s personal mixed 
cocker spaniel, who is a certified therapy dog. A therapy dog is a dog that 
has the training to help people in a variety of ways, as well as acting as a 
very calming influence. To be a therapy dog, Brandy had to attend many 
types of training, including the American Kennel Club’s good citizenship 
training, and over two years of specialized classes. To become certified, 

Brandy had to learn basic 
commands, including being 
around many people at 
once, and tolerating loud 
noises. That is a must 
around a group of rowdy 
sixth graders. Mrs. Mounsey 
said that the hardest thing 
for Brandy to learn had to 
be wa lk ing pas t food 
without hesitating. That 

would be hard for anyone! 
Brandy is around a wide variety of people and places, including hospitals 
and nursing homes, but her favorite place to hang out is on her very own 
couch in Slider’s library. “Brandy’s Readers” is a program where students sit 
and read aloud to Brandy. “This helps students who are struggling readers 
to feel more comfortable reading aloud, knowing Brandy just loves to be 
read to, and isn’t going to hurry or correct them,” said Mrs. Mounsey. 
Brandy is there just to listen and, of course, get petted. Students often 
come to read to Brandy during class and at lunch.  Anyone who would like 
to read to Brandy can ask one of their teachers, or stop by the library and 
talk to Mrs. Mounsey, and don’t forget to say “hi” to Brandy.

“Brandy’s Readers” welcome in library

BY CAIMAN RUHL AND KARINA LARA  BY AUDREE ZURICK 



The Eighth grade Stallions beat Hernando 22-14 in their last game of the season, giving them a 5-2 record. “The team had an 
outstanding season, and every player put forth maximum effort,” said Coach Frischman.

The seventh grade Stallion football team is going into the conference championship 
undefeated, having beat Sun Ridge 36 to 8 on September 22.  To add to the excitement, sixth 
grade teacher, Mrs. Curlee brought her 
horse, named 7, to demonstrate Stallion 
Pride to an earlier game and commented, 
“Our seventh grade boys are just too good 
to lose.” Ivan Mondragon reflected on the 
season, “We have been working so hard, and 
now all the hard work is finally paying off. I 

think we have a good chance of winning the 
district championship." Stand out players this season included Evan De Anda, Julian Perez 
and Robert Everett. The Division 1 conference championship will be held on 
Wednesday, September 28 at 6:00 at the SAC. Coaches, teachers and students alike are 
looking forward to an exciting game.  Even Mr. Ferguson noted, “the smell of Stallion 
victory is in the air.”  Come out and support our team, Stallions! 

Runners take Championship; Volleyball in tournament
“It was awesome, it was great, and it was 

everything we imagined!” gushed Stallion Cross 
Country Coach Gibson 
Gatei when he realized 
his girls had come in 
first!  The eighth grade 
Lady Sta l l ions took 
h o m e t h e C r o s s 
C o u n t r y D i s t r i c t 
Championsh ip, wi th 
Annebel Gil leading the 
team with her second 
place overall finish. 

The Championship 
meet, which included all the Middle School 
teams in the Socorro District, was held at the 
Socorro Activities Center (SAC) and hosted by 
SISD on September 21. “We started as a team 
and ended as a team!” exclaimed Gil. 

Other top eighth grade girls included Ashli 
Ortega, finishing in fourth place, Amber Gandara 
in eleventh, Esmeralda Rosales in fourteenth, and 
Paulina Ramirez in fifteenth. “I’m happy to show 
the other schools what Slider’s got!” expressed 
Ortega. The eighth grade boys finished sixth in 
their division, with Mathew Munoz in fourth 

place and Isiah Cuevas in ninth. “I’m so happy we 
got sixth place!” said Munoz.

 Going into the championships, 
Coach Gatei was optimistic, 
“I’m excited, I’m proud of my 
girls, they’ve continued to 
improve, and they absolutely 
refuse to lose,” he said. 
Throughout the season 
Coach Gatei continued to 
increase the intensity of 
t h e i r p r a c t i c e s 
which, in the end, 

made the difference for 
the girls. Ortega best summed up the 
season, “We did wonderful, we did 
awesome, I’m so proud of our team!” 
Congratulations Stallions.

VOLLEYBALL
The seventh grade Lady Stallions 

lost  their last game of the regular 
season against Sun Ridge ending with a 
5-2 record but insuring the squad a place in 
the Middle School Division 1 Volleyball 
Tournament. They will match up  against 
Montwood Middle School at Slider at 5:30 p.m 
on September 29th with the winner moving on 

to the next round. The team remains hopeful and 
confident it can keep up its winning ways and 
hopes to make it al l the way to the 
championship game.

The eighth grade girls finished their season 
with a 2-5 mark but are looking forward to their 
game in the championship tournament against 
Sun Ridge Middle School. A win in that game will 
do much to help the girls as they also try for a 
place in the championship game.

Both teams 
h a v e 
s p e n t 
m a n y 
hours on 
t h e 
pract ice 
court to 
p repa re 

themselves 
to make another run for the District 
Championship. 

Come on Stallions, support your teams as 
they prepare to compete for another Stallion 
district championship.

Football heads to Divisionals

BY DANTE RAMOS, KARINA LARA, ALEXIA MUNOZ & 
GRACIELA FAVELA

The Pirate Life For You?
Mr.  Vorhees celebrated “Talk Like a 

Pirate Day 2011” on September 19 by 
unleashing his inner Buccaneer.

Ahoy, matey!

STALLION PRIDE
William D. Slider Middle School

11700 School Lane
El Paso, Texas 79936-5400

915.937.5400
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Email: mschwa@sisd.net
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