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HE’S BACK!!! Steve Troxel named Slider Principal

Three years ago, the Slider family of 
students and faculty gave a tearful farewell 
to one of its all-time favorite administrators 
when Mr. Troxel was named the new 
principal at Jane Hambric Middle and 
Elementary School. 

Imagine the excitement in June, when 
Mr. Troxel was selected as the new principal 
at Slider Middle School. Of course, the first 
question he was asked was how does it feel 
to return? “Really exciting! I’m glad to come 
back to Slider with all my fellow Stallions,” 
exclaimed Mr. Troxel. 

Before leaving for Jane Hambric, he 
developed a reputation for constant energy, 
especially when it came to the daily  
announcements and his, “STALLION 
PRIDE!”  

“Although Hambric had over a 
thousand students and Slider has a little 
over 800, at Hambric, the students didn't 
have the same motivation, and they weren’t 
as ‘perky,’ as Slider students are,” explained 
Mr. Troxel. Mr. Troxel took over from 
longtime Principal Mitchell Ferguson, and 
having worked with him for six years, he 
thinks that Slider is already in pretty good 

shape, “I won’t make a whole bunch of 
changes, I just want to make sure that the 
students do their work and that they 
become leaders. You have to make the 
choice to study,” Mr. Troxel said. 

He commented that he really enjoys 
being principal, because of the freedom it 
affords him. “I can go teach kids in a 
classroom, or roam around during lunch. 
Whatever I want!” You might see Mr. Troxel 
outside at lunch playing a game of “Ninja” 
with students, or in the halls calling sixth 
graders, “Bob.” 

“Mr. Troxel is fun. He bonds with 
students, he’s smart, and we think he is 
going to be great principal here at Slider,” 
said sixth grader, Nadia Kern. 

Last year marked the first time for the 
new State of Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness test, (STAAR) and already Mr. 
Troxel is convinced Stallions will do just fine 
this year, because of the amazing teachers at 
Slider. He said that this year students will 
prepare by learning in teams. “All of us learn 
better when we are more active and moving 
around because it gets our minds up and 
running,” he commented. 

While he was at Hambric, he learned 
to help kids believe that they can go to 
college. So today, to reinforce the belief, 
when he sees a sixth grader in the halls he 
asks, “Where are you going?” To which they 
answer, “I’m going to college!”  

A l r e a d y, 
Stallions who 
had not heard 
the legend of 
Mr. Troxel are 
l e a r n i n g i t 
everyday, from 
his humor on 
the morn ing 
announcements 
or just running 
into him in the 
halls between classes. He is a music fan, 
preferring classic rock which, if you’re early 
enough, can be heard blasting from his office 
at seven each morning.

Mr. Troxel is ready for a new school 
year, and a fresh  start here. So, welcome 
home “Homie T.” 

You might see 
Mr. Troxel 
outside at 

lunch playing a 
game of 
“Ninja”...

BY VICTORIA LICON & SAGE GATES 



Welcome to a brand new year, Stallions! 
Since I walked in for my first day last month, 
I could tell this is going to be a fantastic year. 
It’s been exciting for me to come back to 
Slider as the principal to rejoin this 
phenomenal Stallion Community, but mostly 
to see some of the younger brothers and 
sisters of students that were here several 
years ago.

We’ve just completed the first three 
weeks of school and already we’re seeing 
our students achieving at high levels. Our 
sports teams have begun their fall seasons 
and we were able to come together for our 
first school pep rally. My congratulations to 
the Band, the athletes, SPA, Starlets and all 
the students who showed great Stallion 
Pride! 

I am pleased to tell you that we’ve met, 
and we will be starting a new PTA. Elections 
for new officers will take place this week and 
we’ll be off and running. It was really exciting 
to meet so many parents and have their 
support for a great learning experience for 
their students. 

The School Board has selected a new 
Superintendent for the District, Joe 
Espinoza, who will be joining the district later 
next month. So, there will be new 
experiences for everyone. 

This year we’ve implemented some new 
methods which you will be hearing more 
about. We’re calling them learning teams and 
I am very excited about this. 

Finally, as I complete this first column, I 
want to be sure that all students understand 
the importance of studying, reading, and 
learning. Our school is a very special place 
loaded with the very best faculty, staff, and 
administrators. All of us are here for one 
reason and it is to help you achieve and 
succeed. Slider Middle School has a 
reputation for excellence and we will 
continue to build on that throughout the 
year. Don’t just come to school each 
day...come to school ready to learn!
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Mrs. Melissa A. Nunn and Mr. Ryan J. 

Trujillo are Slider’s new Instructional 
Coaches.  An instructional coach oversees 
the development of the school’s curriculum, 
a rranges pro fess iona l deve lopment 
opportunities for teachers, and evaluates the 
effectiveness of both the curriculum and 
teaching methods by analyzing student test 
data. 

A big part of 
their jobs is to 
m a ke s u re t h e 
school is meeting 
local , state , and 
federal regulations 
and standards. They 
stay up to date with 
teaching techniques 
and help teachers 
a d o p t n e w 
strategies. They also 
develop procedures 
t o e n s u re t h a t 
t e a c h e r s a r e 
properly implementing the curriculum, and 
train  teachers and other instructional staff in 
new content or programs, and mentor or 
coach  teachers who need help improving 
their skills. 

Instructional coaches also, “Help 
leadership  on campus with instructional goals 

and support teachers in whatever they need 
to teach students,” according to Mr. Trujillo. 

Mr. Trujillo and Mrs. Nunn both are new 
to the position. Mr. Trujillo, who teaches an 
early morning Algebra class, says that some of 
his challenges include having less time to 
prepare, teach, and work together  as a team.  
Mrs. Nunn misses having students in  class. 

Mrs . Nunn says , 
“Slider’s like home, 
it feels like coming 
b a c k h o m e , ” 
b e c a u s e s h e 
started her  career 
a s a n  E n g l i s h 
teacher here. 
Outside of school, 
Mrs. Nunn has no 
pets, but two kids 
who “sometimes 
count as pets .” 
Mrs. Nunn  plans to 
s t a y a t S l i d e r 

Middle School “until 
they get rid  of me.” She has been  married for 
twelve years to the new principal of Jane 
Hambric School. 

Slider is very much honored to have 
t w o n e w i n s t r u c t i o n a l c o a c h e s . 
Congratulations Mrs. Nunn and Mr. Trujillo!

New Curriculum Coordinators join staff

BY DANIELLE KAISER & GRACIE FAVELA

 Mrs. Claudia Butler, Slider’s newest school counselor, tries to give students a positive 
feeling about education  and improve relationships with their  friends and family, teach students 
better communication skills, and improve their  decision making. In 
addition, she will assist students with problems which may 
come from starting middle school. 

Prior to coming to Slider, she worked as a counselor at 
Americas High School for  eight years. This is her first year 
counseling sixth, seventh and eighth  graders, and this year  is 
going “Crazy fast,” she says. 

Mrs. Butler is extremely happy to be a part of the Slider 
Stallion  family! “Students and faculty have been very welcoming 
and made me feel at home.” She believes she was meant to be 
at Slider Middle School, that it is her  true calling. Mrs. Butler is very familiar  with the 
OLWEUS bullying program, and said that she has worked with  it before and  that it will work, 
if everybody is doing their  part. “Never be bullied into silence. Never allow yourself to be a 
victim. Do not permit anyone else to define your life,” she says. 

Mrs. Butler is a graduate of the University of Texas where she received her  Bachelor’s 
degree in Interdisciplinary Studies, and a Master’s degree in Education. She has taught fourth 
through sixth  grades. Mrs. Butler  describes having a wonderful husband, two fraternal twin 
boys who will be five in October, and a baby boy who is eleven months old. 

Mrs. Butler also has a love for Snoopy the dog, because of his personality and the fact 
that he is man’s best friend and loves unconditionally. Her office is covered  with  Snoopy 
posters and paraphernalia. One of her  many hobbies is making puzzles with her family, and 
two of the puzzles in her office were made by her boys. 

School year begins with new Counselor

BY MICHAEL GARDEA & EZEQUIEL PEREZ



New Stallions, new beginning! Teachers 
and staff welcomed  new Stallions during the 
sixth grade orientation, held  in  Slider’s 
cafeteria on  Saturday July 28. Assistant 
principal, Mrs. Norma Ayala, gave a warm 
welcome to Slider’s new principal, Mr. Troxel, 
who immediately shared a secret with  the 
sixth graders. He told them, “When I see one 
of you  in the hall, and  ask you where you’re 
going, I want you to say, ‘I’m going to college.’ 
This will really confuse the seventh  and eighth 
graders.” 

Parent liaison, Claudia Estrada, was 
introduced, and announced that parenting 
classes, will be held twice a week, every 
Tuesday and Thursday, starting on September 
4th. Counselors, Mrs. Lara, and Slider’s new 
counselor, Mrs. Butler, discussed the 
“OLWEUS Bullying Prevention  Program.” 
Stallions were also informed of the Volunteer 
After  School Sports Program (VASSP), held by 
Mrs. Josie Williams. The sixth  graders can  play 
soccer, or  join track in  the spring. 
	
 Students were excited  to meet 

new friends and teachers at the orientation, 
and surprised  by a lunch of hot dogs, chips, 
and other  delicious snacks provided by 
Slider’s Parent Teacher Organization. Lunch 
was followed by campus tours, led by the 
Slider Starlets and National Junior  Honor 
Society (NJHS) members. The new Stallions 
toured the sixth  grade hallway, meeting some 
of their upcoming teachers, including Mrs.Fo, 
Mrs. Whetstone, and Mr. Voorhees.“It all 
sounds so complicated,” admitted one of the 
many sixth graders, “but we’re excited for a  
new school year,” they added. 

Mrs. Ayala talked about the new 
schedule, along with other changes which 
would  also effect seventh  and eighth  graders 
as well. The new schedule includes attending 
seven classes everyday, instead of four 
different classes on  an  A/B schedule. Mr. 
Troxel commented  that the hardest part of 
the new schedule would be, “Change, period.” 
This new arrangement reduces class time to 
50 minutes, rather  than the 90 minutes they 
were before. At first, this may seem difficult to 

some students, but some people actually 
enjoy the new schedule, including, Mr. Troxel. 
He believes that with the new schedule the 
classes won’t seem so long and will allow 
students one more class for electives. 

He believes that both teachers and 
students will adjust. “I like having every class 
every day, it helps me stay organized,” said 
eighth grader Jacob Parra. 

Another big change that may take some 
getting used to here on campus may be the 
absence of lockers. All students are now 
required to carry their  supplies needed for 
each class. Even though  teachers have 
consolidated their supply list, some students 
still feel that they carry too much. 

It was a little hectic at first, but change is 
always difficult. New students, new schedule, 
and a new principal. There have been multiple 
changes here at Slider Middle School, but if 
students buckle down and really do their 
best, they can make this a year to remember! 

New student orientation detailed changes taking place for Stallions

BY JASMYNE ROSS & JOSHUA TRONCOSO 

Run, the zombies are coming! Not really, but in Mrs. Cholka’s sixth grade class, students 
were flocking to a zombie science activity. The name of the activity was “Zombie Mystery 
Boxes” and was designed to reinforce the nature of science objectives using matter and 
energy concepts. This helps students see that scientific knowledge is sometimes a mystery. 

Mrs. Cholka kept "Zombie Day" a secret until Thursday, 
August 16, when  she surprised students by turning off 
the lights. She organized  all the equipment, put all the 
unknown  items in canisters, and covered them with 
duct tape so the students would not be able to open 
them or  see what was inside. One table at a time, the 
students were presented with the four canisters. 
Students closed their eyes and, with  the help  of Mrs. 
Cholka, stuck their hands into each canister. They felt 
around inside of the canisters and wrote down their 
observations and the physical properties about what 

they felt, on a sheet of paper. Some students thought that 
they were actually touching zombie eyeballs, guts, brains, and bones! 

The next day, the students learned what was really inside the mystery boxes. So what 
was in  the place of those zombie parts? The first box held sunflower seeds, the second box 
held half peeled grapes floating in water. The third box held canned ripe tomatoes, and the 
fourth held  noodles in oil. Mrs. Cholka uses activities like this as part of a unit on the nature 
of science and, also incorporates these types of activities throughout a science curriculum. It 
allows students to learn  that observations can be made with  non-visual senses, since many 
discoveries in science are not things scientists can actually see. “It makes science fun!” 
exclaimed sixth grade science teacher Mrs. Cholka. 

"It sure is a great way of learning while having fun! The first day of doing this 
experiment, everyone was disgusted until we found out what we were touching inside the 
boxes. Instead of it being zombie organs and bones, like we all thought it was, it turned  out to 
be every day food items!” commented  sixth  grader, Catherine Smith. Mrs. Cholka looks 
forward to having a variety of startling science activities to come.

Imagination fuels lesson in sixth grade class

BY JULIANNA SMITH

GEAR UP, which stands for Gaining 
Early Awareness and Readiness for 
Undergraduate Program, is designed to 
increase the number of low-income students 
who are prepared to enter and succeed  in 
college. The GEAR UP program began in 
1999, when  it was started successfully at 
Bowie High School. The program is active in 
72 schools, many of which  are in  the Socorro 
Independent School District.

Nearly twenty-thousand students are 
involved, and  the program continues to grow 
each year. The University of Texas at El Paso 
(UTEP), selects a certain grade to help  the 
students with their  studies and  every year 
the program moves with  those students to 
the next grade, staying with that group until 
their first year of college. 

At Slider, GEAR UP started with the 
seventh grade last year, who are this year’s 
eighth graders. Mr. Martinez, and UTEP 
students Lillian  Juarez  and Christian 
Rodriguez run the Slider program, providing 
tutoring in  any subject, but specializing in 
Math and Science. 

To kick off the year and involve 
parents, GEAR UP will hold a Commitment 
to College ceremony for eighth  graders on 
September 18th from 8:30 until 10:00am. 
Students, teachers and  parents are invited to 
attend. BY HALEY LANGSWIERDT & ALEXIA MUNOZ

GEAR UP starts new year



SPORTS
Volleyball
Ensor at Slider - September 6
Football
Hernando at Slider - September 1
Cross Country Meet
Sanchez Meet - September 5

GEAR UP Tutoring
Tutoring will be held during lunch and 
after school, Monday-Thursday and 

before 11:00am on Fridays. GEAR UP’s 
Commitment to College ceremony will 

be September 18, from 8:30am-10:00am.
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FOOTBALL 
Both seventh  and eighth grade Stallion 

football teams have started their seasons with 
perfect records. Opening the season  against 
the Sun Ridge Generals, the eighth grade was 
facing a team that had beaten the Stallions in 
both  of their previous games. But that would 
change this year, with  the squad  dominating 
the Generals 48-0. Every player on  the team 
saw action in the game and it was a team win. 

Coming off the lopsided win, Coach 
Perez was worried about a possible let down 
against the Sanchez Warriors. But the 
Stallions, playing on their home field, proved 
too much  for the Warriors. Again solid 
defense and  the explosive offense, led by 
quarterback Christian Perez  and  the running 
of Evan De Anda made the final score 52-0. 
After  the game, receiver Robert Everett said, 
“We still have places where we can improve.” 
Montwood Middle broke the team’s shutout 
efforts but still came out on the losing end to 
the Stallions 36-6.

The seventh grade has found similar 
success blazing out and downing their first 
three opponents to remain undefeated.

As the team opened its season  against 
Sun Ridge, Andy Carmona emerged as a 
leader, scoring most of the touchdowns. In the 
team’s second game, quarterback Andrew 
Fernandez teamed again with  Carmona and 
Tyreese Andrus to beat Sanchez, 64-6. 
Comment ing a f ter the game Coach 
Frischmann praised  his defense but conceded 
the squad “still had some work to do.”

The seventh grade then shutout the 
Montwood Moose, dominating both lines of 
scrimmage and coming away with a 38-0 win.
VOLLEYBALL

The eighth  grade Lady Stallions volleyball 
team has opened the season  by winning their 
first three matches, against Sanchez, 
Hernando, and Montwood Middle Schools. 
Losing the first game of the match against 
Sanchez, the Lady Stallions knew they had to  
dig in  and work together if they were to win. 

The team came back to take the second game 
25-16, and won the match with a score of 
25-17 in the third game of the set. Eighth 
grader Sofia McGee said, “We’re off to a good 
start and we want it to keep going.”

The seventh grade team has also started 
the season winning three matches against the 
Sanchez Warriors, Hernando Cavaliers, and 
Montwood Moose. After the Sanchez win, 
Esther  Franklin said, “We were nervous, since 
it was the first game, but getting the win  was 
awesome.” 

Against Hernando, the Lady Stallions  
took the first game of the match 25-20  but 
the score doesn’t really reflect the hard 
fought win  for  the team. In the second game, 
the Lady Stallions served their way to 25-19 
win, sealing the match for the team. Coach 
Sierra remains very optimistic about the 
remainder of the season, “We’re playing well 
right now, but it is all due to the girls’ work at 
practice.”

Football, Volleyball teams move quickly toward undefeated seasons

BY CRISTIAN ORNELAS, STEPHENIE GURANY, ALDEN 
GONZALEZ, AMELIA FRANKLIN AND ABBY HERNANDEZ

National Junior Honor Society started the new school year with  a 
new sponsor, Mrs. Curlee. Although she sponsored the group several 
years ago, Mrs. Curlee, a  sixth  grade English Language Arts Reading 
teacher  and a University Interscholastic League coach, brings a new 
energy to NJHS. Mrs. Curlee has been teaching at Slider for twenty of 
her twenty-seven year career.

Of course she is going to 
enforce the National Standards, 
which include citizenship  and a 85 
or above  grade point average. 
Already, she has made some 
changes, including shorter meetings 
and some new projects. Every NJHS 
member  is assigned a special project called “Stuff the Bus” which 
involves sending school supplies to kids who need them. She wants to 
donate colored pencils, pens, pencils, glue sticks, and notebook paper.

She is expecting a great deal from her students this year, especially 
the officers. The new officers include president, Katelynn Rivera, vice 
president Madison  Poppe, secretary Gracie Favela, treasurer Mia 
Montes, and historian and Itzel Magana.

NJHS has new sponsor, officers
Ms. Hernandez and Mrs. Acosta's Honor, Symphonic, and Jazz 

bands recently went to see David Sanborn  and Brian  Culbertson 
perform at the Abraham Chavez Theater, with  complimentary tickets 
from the El Paso Community Foundation. The performance, part of 
their “Dream Tour,” highlighted the two performing artists. 

Before they went to the performance, the bands enjoyed a meal 
at Peter Piper Pizza, and played  games with the band teachers. Slider's 
new principal, Mr.Troxel, also came on  the trip, because of his passion 
for  music and the company of all the kids. The students were overjoyed 
to eat pizza, enjoy the music, and get to know their new principal! 

On the way to the concert, the students started to sing our 
“National Anthem”, “Firework” by Katy Perry, and “Dynamite” by Taio 
Cruz. Ms. Hernandez and Mrs. Acosta joked, "We should have them 
sing more in class!" 

Sanborn, an alto saxophonist, and  Culbertson, a keyboardist, 
delighted the students with  their jazz collaborations. Culbertson 
wowed  more than just the students with  his talents. “That was amazing 
how he played  the piano backwards,” Ms. Hernandez continued, “My 
new goal this year is to learn how to do that!” The outstanding 
performance energized students for the coming year.

Bands attend jazz performance

BY ETHAN PORTILLO & JOHN KOTTERBY KARLA ARANDA AND ALEJANDRA RODARTE 
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