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Stallions celebrate Freedom Week with activities

“Let freedom ring!” 
Patriotism was the theme of Freedom 

week, celebrated September 11th through 
September 17th, and  organized by seventh 
and eighth grade Texas and U.S. History 
teacher, Mrs. Torguson. Each day of the week 
was full of activities designed to help 
students realize what a privilege it is to live 
in the United States. 

Freedom Week celebrated America's 
freedom and independence from Britain as 
well as the day the U.S. adopted the 
Constitution. On Tuesday, September 11th, a 
parade took place on the Slider track. On 
that day, eleven years ago, terrorists hijacked 
four planes and crashed all but one into 
buildings. Two of the planes crashed into the 
World Trade Center in New York and the 
third one crashed into the Pentagon. The 
fourth plane crashed into a field in 
Pennsylvania when a brave group of 
passengers fought the hijackers. The plane 
was believed to be targeting the White 
House or the Washington Monument. 

During the parade, students were 
allowed to wear their favorite pair of jeans, 
with red, white, or blue shirts and along 

with soldiers and firemen, honored those 
who lost their lives on 9/11/01. Walking 
together, the entire school looked like the 
United States flag! 

On this and every Wednesday, students 
are allowed to wear a College Shirt to 
celebrate higher education.  Sixth grade 
Science teacher, Mrs. Cholka, invited Buffalo 
Soldiers to speak to Social Studies classes in 
the library during that day as well. Buffalo 
Soldiers were the regiment of African 
American men who served in the United 
States Army. The Buffalo Soldiers got their 
name from Native Americans, because of 
their short curly hair and dark faces. They 
were also said to have the spirit of the 
buffalo.

The patriotic theme continued into 
Thursday when students wore their favorite 
patriotic accessories, such as wigs, hats, hair 
ribbons, earrings, and sunglasses. On Friday, 
the Stallions dressed as their favorite 
American hero, such as Abraham Lincoln or 
George Washington. Also, a competition was 
held to see which enrichment class could 
recite the Preamble of the Constitution 
from memory. If the entire class knew it by 

heart, they were entered into a drawing for 
a pizza party the following Monday. Mrs. 
Ramsey’s eighth grade enrichment class, 
Mrs. Portillo’s seventh grade class, and Mrs. 
Romero’s sixth grade class, all won the 
delicious prize, paid for by Slider’s Student 
Council. “I was 
n e r v o u s 
because I didn’t 
have much time 
to study the 
Preamble,” said 
eighth grader 
Sarah Gomez. 
S even th a nd 
e ighth grade 
teacher, Mrs. 
T o r g u s o n 
judged the contest. 

Freedom Week wasn’t just about 
wearing jeans, or dressing up, it was about 
celebrating America’s freedom, honoring the 
Constitution, and the lives that were given 
for our freedom. We should always 
remember that freedom comes at a price.

We should 
always 

remember, 
freedom 

comes at a 
price.

BY JOSHUA TRONCOSO & JASMYNE ROSS



It is hard to believe that we are already 
done with our first quarter. As we look 
ahead it’s important to recognize that you 
are the single most significant part of your 
educational success. A teacher may plan an 
activity, but you choose how much you will 
participate. You can read the book, but 
choose how long and how well. Tests will be 
taken, but you decide if you want to retest. 
All of that makes you superhero; and one 
much more powerful than those found in 
comic books. 

Most superheroes gain powers by some 
crazy circumstance—radiation, freak of 
nature, cosmic force. They did nothing except 
be lucky. And often their powers are taken 
away just as easily when the right 
combination of bad luck occurs. I mean, did 
Superman predict a Kryptionian meteorite 
coming his way? You are superheroes 
because of the power of choice inside, not 
radiation. You’re not lucky, you cause things 
to happen. That makes you strong because 
no magical Kryptonite can unexpectedly rob 
you of power. You are the power that 
overcomes obstacles and problems; all you 
have to do is choose to release it. 

So now friends of the Justice League, 
the forces of darkness stand before us 
determined to steal our glory. They want you 
to feel overwhelmed, alone, and that no 
matter how hard you try it will never make a 
difference. Every time you feel like you can’t 
succeed that is the super-villain trying to get 
you to quit, because that is the only way you 
can be defeated. Never quit. You are the hero 
and you must work to maximize your 
powers. Educating your mind, choosing to 
serve your community, going to to college, 
these are the ways we sharpen our 
superpowers. 

Go get ‘em! 
The world waits for you!
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The Slider Honor and Symphonic bands 

did  a fantastic job at Band Night on 
September 20th, at the Socorro’s Student 
Activity Center(SAC). Band  night is an annual 
event where middle schools in the 
Montwood feeder pattern perform at a 
Montwood High School football game. 

The Slider bands were accompanied by 
Montwood Middle, Bill 
Sybert Middle , and 
M o n t w o o d H i g h 
school. The Montwood 
Emerald  Dancers and 
Slider Performing Arts  
d a n c e r s a l s o 
performed together as 
the bands played. The 
three middle school 
b a n d s m e t a t 
M o n t w o o d H i g h 
School to rehearse 
their routine. 

Parent volunteers from the three 
schools provided hotdogs, chips, and dessert 
for  dinner. When the bands got to the SAC, 
they stood in the stands with the Montwood 
High  School Band as they played "Fight on 
Montwood," every time the football team 
scored. The bands also did  a crazy dance after 
every touchdown. Eighth grade tuba player, 
Gracie Favela exclaimed, "That was so fun, my 
favorite part was when we got to play, "Fight 
on Montwood" with the other bands. 

Slider band director  Mrs. Acosta said, 
“Our kids did great, and it was fun  to watch 
them learn dances from the high school kids. 
At first they were scared, but then they really 
got into it.” Montwood’s mascot, Rocky The 
Ram, was also dancing along to help motivate 
the fans and players. 

When half time finally came, the middle 
school students nervously 

marched out twenty 
steps, turned, and took 
four more steps before 
the conductor  yelled 
"Attention!" Everyone 
lifted their instruments 
to ready position as 
M o n t w o o d H i g h 
formed the letter M 
beh ind the midd le 
schools. The bands 
played "Party Rock 

Anthem," and "Let's Go 
Band," while Montwood Emerald Dancers 
and SPA danced along. After their awesome 
performance, all the bands marched  back to 
the stands for more playing and dancing. 

Slider’s Symphonic and Honor bands 
practiced long and hard  to be ready for Band 
Night, which was evident from awesome 
performance. Seventh grader, Alex  Rodriguez 
exclaimed, “It felt so good marching, I 
remembered to keep my head up and not be 
shy; it was like living a dream.”  

Slider bands, SPA, perform at Band Night

BY ALEJANDRA RODARTE & ETHAN PORTILLO

Eager  parents filled the halls for Slider’s first parent teacher night of the year. Parents, 
some with their children, walked  around the school on Sept 11th, to meet teachers and see 
how students were doing in their classes. Principal, Mr. Troxel, and assistant principal, Mrs. 
Ayala, patrolled the halls and got a chance to talk to the students and their parents. “I’ve been 

at different schools that have had more students than  Slider, but 
fewer parents attended  parent teacher  night.” Mr. Troxel 
commented. 
Mrs. Ayala provided a Chick-Fil-A dinner for  the teachers who 
didn’t have enough time to go home before the evening began. 
To make it easier  for parents, some teachers sat out in the 
front foyer. Eighth grade English  Language Arts teacher, Mr. 
Jones, commented, “It was a wonderful parent teacher night. 
The parents showed concern  for  their children and their 

education.” 
In the short meeting with  individual parents, teachers discussed grades and  behavior of 

the students, and offered  suggestions on how to improve classroom performance. If students 
were struggling in their classes, they were referred to the after  school Gear Up Tutoring 
Program, which provides tutoring by UTEP  students in all subjects. Sixth  grade reading 
teachers especially enjoyed meeting their student’s parents for the first time. “I had fun 
introducing my parents to my teachers, even though I had been there all day,” said seventh 
grader, Julianna Smith. 

First parent, teacher night big success

BY DANIELLE KAISER & HALEY LANGSWIERDT



From the minute the new sixth  graders 
walked into Teen Night, they knew they were 
in  for a good time.On Friday, September 7th, 
from five to eight pm, sixth, seventh, and eight 
graders gathered to dance, eat and just have 
fun! Teen  Night was sponsored  by Slider 
Preforming Arts (SPA) to raise money for  the 
dancer’s choreography. 

" T h i s w a s a n  a m a z i n g n i g h t , " 
commented, Jessica Mendez, an eighth grader 
who attended the dance. "It's a nice way to 
just ease out all of the work we do in  school!" 
Before the dance started, people went to the 
gym and stood in line for the full size boxing 
ring, where students could  box  safely with 
each other. They had  to wear safety gear that 
included a helmet and oversized gloves. “The 
gloves were very heavy, I could barely pick 
them up! Whenever I wanted to swing, the 
gloves would make me lose my balance and I 
would fall!” said seventh grader, Diana Rascon. 

In the gym, there was a jumping balloon 
with  a slide that was really awesome. When 
the lights went out in  the cafeteria, it signaled 

the students that the dance had officially 
started! Some students stayed in  the gym, 
while the rest went to the cafeteria to dance. 
The  DJ was amazing and he played all the 

newest songs that everyone seemed to enjoy, 
such as hip-hop, rap, cumbias, reggaeton, and 
pop music. Some of the student’s favorites 
were songs by Drake, LMFAO, David  Guetta, 
Nicki Minaj, and Katy Perry. 

Every time the DJ told the crowd  to 
scream at the top of their  lungs they did, with 
pleasure, because the night was young, and so 
were they! “I liked most all of the songs that 
were playing,” said  seventh  grader Angelle 
Vilches. 

There were times when  students 
surrounded  each other to show off their  best 
dance moves. Some people left the dance 
floor  only to get some food and a drink. Set 
up in  the lobby there were concessions that 
included nachos, candy, sodas, chips, water, and 
the students favorite, Speedy’s pizza. “I really 
loved the pizza!” said  seventh  grader Esther 
Barrios. 

Teen Night was a night they will never 
forget, especially the sixth  graders who had 
never experienced a Teen Night before. “It 
was awesome, way better than elementary 
school. I can’t wait for the next one!” said one 
sixth grader.

Thanks, SPA for a great night of fun!

Annual Teen Night gives Stallions chance to relax, play, and dance

BY JESSICA VALENCIA & KARLA ARANDA 

Eighth  grade student Victoria Licon listed her mom and  dad, and  her favorite teacher as 
the three people she can count on to help  her achieve her goal of graduating from high 

school  in  2017. “I know I have their support and 
that I can accomplish my goals,” she said. 
All Slider, eighth  graders were challenged with 
this  question, at the GEAR UP Commitment 
Ceremony, which  was held  September 18th, in 
the gym. A few days before the ceremony, 
keyboarding teacher  Mrs. Benavides had 
students sign  their  name on a banner as a 
commitment for graduation  from a four year 
university in the year 2021. 
GEAR UP, or Gaining Early Awareness and 

Readiness for Undergraduate Programs, is a 
program designed to increase the number of low income students who are prepared to 
enter and succeed in  college. UTEP’s Mr. Martinez coordinates the program at Slider, which is 
designed to tutor, mentor, counsel, and help prepare students for college. 

Prior to the ceremony, eighth graders received tee-shirts, folders, and medals. During 
the ceremony, the students recited the GEAR UP  Commitment to Graduate pledge. Speakers 
at the ceremony included Mr. Martinez, Slider’s counselor Mrs. Lara, GEAR UP Coordinator 
Laura Lynch, and Slider’s principal, Mr. Troxel, who identified the eighth  graders as twenty-first 
century scholars. This ceremony also explained how being committed  to working hard, doing 
their homework, reading a variety of books, and  taking challenging courses that would  allow 
eighth graders to plan for a successful future, with the help of GEAR UP. 

Parents, teachers, counselors and other adults were called to help the students with this 
endeavor of graduating from college in 2021. Before the ceremony ended, Mr. Martinez 
wished  all the eighth graders luck on their journey and reminded them that GEAR UP is 
there to help them with their  quest, which  will take them from middle school, to high school, 
to college. 

GEAR UP continues to support all students at Slider by offering  tutoring in room 222 
after school Mondays through Thursdays.

Eighth graders take GEAR UP pledge 

BY JOHN KOTTER, EZEQUIEL PEREZ, & GRACIE FAVELA

VASSP is an athletic program for  sixth 
grade students. VASSP, the Volunteer After 
School Sports Program, is off to a great start 
at Slider Middle School. 

Two sports, soccer  in  the fall, and track 
in  the spring, are offered  for sixth  grade 
students who cannot participate in middle 
school sports until the seventh grade. Mrs. 
Josie Williams, who is instrumental in  the 
program’s success, is now heading it up for 
the district.

Soccer  kicked off its first game 
September 21st with Slider playing against 
Montwood Middle. The team is coached by 
two volunteers, Coach Miko Smith  and 
assistant Emily Smith. “I like doing VASSP 
because it keeps the sixth graders active and 
out of trouble,” exclaims Coach Miko. 

There are no tryouts and it is open 
only to sixth graders. Mrs. William said, 
“We’ve been able to provide these 
opportunities because of the parents and 
volunteers that have given of their time to 
make the program work.”

Soccer games are scheduled around the 
various schedules of the other sports at the 
schools who field these special teams. 
Assistant Coach Emily Smith  said, “I like the 
way the kids work together  as a team, 
together, they are all stars.” 

BY DINISHA PRINCE

VASSP kicks off new year



Boys Basketball
Tryouts will be Monday, October 15th, 
for seventh and eighth grade. There will 
be a mandatory meeting on Thursday, 

September 18th, at 3:30. Make sure you 
bring a completed physical form.

Book Club
Slider’s Book Club meets once a month 

in the library. The sixth and seventh grade 
will be reading Sounder; eighth grade will 
be reading Among the Hidden. See Mrs. 

Mounsey, the librarian, for more 
information.

STALLION PRIDE
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FOOTBALL 
The eighth grade football team swept 

through it’s schedule and finished  the season 
undefeated. Last year, as seventh graders, the 
team also capped  a perfect season. The 
Division  1  Champions now move on to the 
District Championship  game, on September 
27th at the SAC. 

The seventh  grade team was sailing 
through the 

s e a s o n 
u n t i l 
some key 
i n j u r i e s 
t h i n n e d 
o u t t h e 
team. Still 
fin i sh i ng 
w i t h a 
v e r y 

respectable 
5-2 record, the team finished the season with 
a key win over Clarke. Great job boys!

VOLLEYBALL
Both the seventh and eighth grade Lady 

Stallion volleyball teams completed their 
s e a s o n s 
recently with 
c l o s e 
matches, but 
they weren’t 
able to come 
away with the 
wins. 
Both teams 

worked hard 
throughout the season and improved their 
games considerably.  Coach Ramos said of her 
team, “They left everything they had on  the 
court and  I couldn’t be any more satisfied 
with all of them.”
CROSS COUNTRY

Slider's Cross Country team had a 
difficult season but finished  the year off with 
many individual accomplishments. Top ten 
finishers for Slider included eighth graders 

Julio Hernandez and Jackie Rodriguez, as well 
as seventh grader Ethan Portillo, who each 
placed in the top ten throughout the season. 

Cross Country meets were held 
weekday afternoons during August and 
September, at the SAC. 

Slider competed against other Socorro 
middle schools including Clarke, Drugan, 
Desert Wind, Hernando, Serna, Montwood, 
Sybert and  Sun Ridge. The nearly two mile 
course at the SAC included  back roads, 
pavement and 
t he t r a ck 
inside the 
s t a d i u m . 
Slider was 
s h o r t 
r u n n e r s  
th is year, 
a n d h a d 
on l y one 
o f fi c i a l 
team of five.  

Football, Volleyball, and Cross Country wrap up fall sports

BY CRISTIAN ORNELAS, AMELIA FRANKLIN, 
VICTORIA LICON & ETHAN PORTILLO

Looking for a big brother or big sister? Then the PALS program is 
for  you! The PALS program, which stands for Peer Assistance 
Leadership Service, is a support system for high school and  middle 
school students that assists with social skills, helps with problems and 
changes, and motivates students to make good decisions in life. 

It also builds friendships that can last a lifetime. On September 10, 
the PALS from Montwood High School traveled to Slider to meet their 
new PALEES. PALS are students who maintain good grades and 
attendance, and commit to remain drug, alcohol, and tobacco free.The 
middle school PALEEs include students who may be struggling with 
grades, peer  pressure, or  other changes and need  a friend they can 
trust to provide advice and motivation. "The PALS program is 
phenomenal for any student who wants a  role model," said  Slider’s 
counselor, Mrs. Lara. PALS and PALEES were matched up, based on 
responses to an evaluation, with students who fit their needs. 

 During the first meeting in Slider’s cafeteria, both  PALS and 
PALEES seemed more than willing to share information about school, 
home, friends, and other things that stress them out. PALS will meet 
twice a month at Slider  and the students are very excited about 
activities that will take place throughout the year, including a picnic for 
everyone, held at Montwood. 

Montwood, Slider PAL up
Slider’s National Junior  Honor Society (NJHS) met on  September 

19 to “Stuff the Bus.” The project called  for all NJHS members to  
collect school supplies and  bring them to school for distribution to 
Slider students, who are unable to afford them. 

The students outdid themselves, delivering over 400 items which  
included folders, scissors, pencils, paper, crayons, spiral notebooks, 
composition books, erasers, glue sticks, markers, rulers, and pencil 
sharpeners. “NJHS members were right on  the money!” exclaimed 
sponsor Mrs. Curlee. The project was especially important as the 
students receiving the supplies were Stallions who needed a little help.

NJHS’s next project is a fundraiser  selling, “World’s Finest 
Chocolate.” The chocolate is selling for one dollar a bar. There are 
sixty chocolates in one box and members have to sell a minimum of 
two boxes to reach  their goal. The member who sells the most 
chocolate will win a new iPod Touch. The second  place seller will get an 
iPod  Nano, and third place will win  a fifty-dollar gift card  for 
GameStop. 

The money that is earned from the selling of the chocolates will 
be used  to build an Accelerated Reader,(AR), store, which  will be used 
to encourage Stallions to read more. The AR store will allow students 
to “cash-in” their AR points for great prizes. 

NJHS “Stuffs the Bus”

BY ABBY HERNANDEZ & AMELIA FRANKLIN
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