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Eighth grade football sweeps Championships

The Stallion eighth grade football team 
achieved a feat never accomplished in the 
history of Slider Middle School. The squad 
earned a perfect record, beating every team 
in their conference for two years in a row, 
and winning the Conference Championship 
first as seventh graders, and this season as 
well. Over the 20 year history of the 
school, there have been teams who have 
come close, but fell short.

The team cemented their place in 
school history with an impressive 20-0 shut-
out victory over Bill Sybert in the 
championship game, at the Socorro Athletics 
Center (SAC) on September 27th.  

Running back, Julian Perez, who scored 
the first touchdown of the championship 
game said, “I never thought that I could 
make the first touchdown, but having the 
score 6-0 in the first quarter pumped us 
up.” The Stallion defense, which was vital to 
the perfect season both years, came through 
again by dominating the field throughout the 
game.

Running back Evan De Anda scored the 
second touchdown, and then tight end 
Robert Everett made the two point 
conversion, which brought the score to 
14-0. Quarterback Christian Perez threw a 
perfect pass to De Anda, who then ran in 
the last touchdown just before the end of 
the third quarter, giving the Stallions a 
comfortable 20-0 lead with one quarter to 
play. De Anda commented, “We were 
prepared for the game and it was great 
being able to add points to our lead.” The 
eighth graders were thrilled to have won 
every game of their final middle school 
year. Team parents rewarded them with 
great looking jerseys with their names on 
the back, which they proudly wore to 
s c h o o l a f t e r t h e i r C o n f e r e n c e 
championship. 

Montwood High School coach Chuck 
Veliz was at the game to congratulate the 
Slider players. He said they did a great job, 
and he looks forward to seeing them in high 
school. Slider’s principal, Mr. Troxel, 

congratulated the team on being undefeated 
for not only this year, but last year as well. 

The Stallions would not have won both 
years and become undefeated champions 
without many weeks of hard practice and 
the guidance of 
their coaches, 
Mr. Perez and 
Mr. Dominguez. 

C o a c h 
P e r e z w a s 
ecstatic to win 
and to have a 
squad of such 
great players to 
work with. “I am very proud of them going 
undefeated their seventh and eighth grade 
years, and for winning back to back District 
Championships,” he continued. “These boys 
worked hard and played every game with 
enthusiasm and as a team, and this 
Championship  is nothing less than a total 
team effort.”

“...this 
Championship 
is nothing less 

than a total 
team effort”

BYCHRISTIAN ORNELAS & JOSHUA TRONCOSO



Last week was a lot of fun.  We saw 
Hippies, crazy hair-do’s topped off with 
zombies, Gypsies, dead mice, and Teletubbies. 
We all like to be someone else and walk 
around so everyone can see. I wore an 
awesome costume at school on Halloween, 
perfectly disguised as me, two weeks ago on 
Friday. Have you thought why it is that we 
enjoy being another person, even for a short 
while on a crazy day? 

I’ll tell you a secret. When we dress up 
to look less real, we can act more real. That 
is what you call a paradoxical statement 
(look it up). I have noticed that when in 
disguise, we often speak and act more 
honestly than regular days. When playing a 
character we share more of ourselves and 
feel more comfortable. While in costume we 
feel stronger, more interesting, and able to 
do amazing things. We don’t seem to feel 
afraid of what others think. 

Now I’d like you to think about 
something. What is different about you just 
because you’re in a costume? The answer is 
nothing. No matter what you wear, every day 
you are strong, interesting, and can do 
amazing things. The only difference is in your 
mind. You choose to be free in a costume 
and allow yourself to feel ordinary on 
regular days. You can choose the power 
every day. Zombies never stop, so you never 
quit. Gypsies make magic with words, so you 
write down dreams and make them come to 
life. Teletubbies show TV on their tummies….
(I got nothing for that, but you could figure 
something out). No matter how you look on 
the outside, you are always amazing on the 
inside. Let your light show every day.  And if 
possible, keep your tummy tuned to ESPN. I 
like football.
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Have you ever  seen a bottle full of soda 

explode seven feet in  the air? This is what 
Mr. Arreola’s and Mr. Peña’s astonished 
science classes witnessed, when they mixed 
carbonated soda with mints. This and  other 
experiments were designed to show proof of 
chemical and physical reactions and measure 
distance, speed, and velocity. 

Both teachers thought 
of creative ways to make 
learning fun, by performing 
science demonstrations 
with soda and Mentos 
mints, as well as pancakes, 
chicken livers, baking soda 
and vinegar. It all began 
when  Mr. Peña and  Mr. 
Arreola surprised  their 
classes with a hot plate, as 
we l l a s p a n c a ke m i x , 
vegetable oil, and  a steel pan. While the 
teachers made pancakes, they asked their 
students how they knew a chemical reaction 
was taking place. The proof that the pancake 
was a product of chemical reaction was that 
it produced  odor and changed color, resulting 
in  yummy pancakes. “It’s so weird how the 
atoms put themselves together to make 
edible food,” exclaimed  Victoria Licon. 

The highlight of all the experiments was 
when classes brought a bottle of soda and 

Mentos to do the “Exploding Soda” 
experiment. Classes went outside, opened 
the bottles of soda, and dumped the Mentos 
mints in the bottle, which  made the soda 
shoot high in  the air. “This amazed students 
because something as simple as soda and 
mints could  make such an  incredible 

reaction, because of atoms 
that make up the soda and 
Mentos, that we can’t even 
s e e ! ” e x p l a i n e d M r. 
Arreola. “We were so close 
to the explosion that you 
could  taste the soda and 
Mentos,” exclaimed Amelia 
Franklin. “Students learned 
the difference between 
chemica l and phys ica l 
reactions in a fun way from 

a l l t h e h a n d s - o n 
demonstrations,” explained Mr. Peña. 

Mr. Peña took advantage of the beautiful 
fall weather by taking the students outside to 
learn about distance and speed. The class 
walked around the track and determined 
how their  speed  is effected  by velocity. Later, 
the class pushed Mr. Peña’s truck, to find 
acceleration, which  is final speed, minus start 
speed, divided by time. Everyone enjoyed 
these hands-on experiments.

Science experiments explode 

BY GRACIE FAVELA AND ETHAN PORTILLO

Slider Performing Arts (SPA) put on  a spectacular play on Halloween called “Zombie 
Movie.” The play was about a  film crew who arrived at a rural cemetery to start shooting a 
movie about zombies.The film was so low budget that there was no money for foam latex, 
used  to create the zombie look, so the makeup artist had to fashion zombie makeup out of 

Rice Krispies and mini marshmallows.
 True to the script, the cast members actually used 
edible gelatin  to create gruesome zombie makeup! In 
the play, the filming goes smoothly, until a  crazy gang 
of Louisiana gypsies used, “The Complete Book of 
Curses for Dummies,” to place a curse on the film 
crew, because they called them “freaks” and other 
rude names.
In the middle of the play, ten volunteers in  the 
audience made potato potions with the cast to keep 
the zombies at bay. “It was unusual, but fun!” explained 
potion maker Holden Rivera. In  the play, the lead  role 

was the director, played by seventh grader, Sean White. 
Theatre arts teacher, Mrs. Kern, chose the play because zombies are very popular  in shows 
and games like, “The Walking Dead,” “Resident Evil,”  and “Day of the Dead.” Students, dressed 
in their costumes, filled the cafeteria and quickly sold out the four hundred available seats. 

Great job SPA, The Zombie Movie was both entertaining and horrifying, real flesh eating 
Halloween fun!

SPA performs the play “Zombie Movie” 

BY AMELIA FRANKLIN 



At the Olweus Anti-bullying pep rally, 
rapper Rakeem Sams, of the original Fly Boyz 
anti-gang group, shared with the Stallions that 
he had a best friend in  middle school who 
was bullied into suicide. Sams was just one of 
the many speakers who helped guidance 
counselor Mrs. Butler, and Slider, kick off a half 
day of Olweus activities devoted  to make 
Slider a “bully-free” 
zone. 

The day began 
with  a silent parade, 
w h e re s t u d e n t s 
carried anti-bullying 
signs throughout the 
halls and  into the 
gym while the jazz 
band got everyone 
into a party mood. 

M r . T r o x e l , 
compared bullies to cockroaches, “because 
when you turn on the light, they scatter.” He 
also introduced everyone to the new chant, 
“What are we...bully free!” Sixth grade ELAR 

teachers, Mrs. Curlee and Mrs. Martinez, had 
their classes recite an anti-bullying preamble 
and perform an  entertaining skit. 
The Starlets wowed the crowd 
with  stunts and cheers and Slider 
Performing Arts (SPA) danced to 
the YouTube sensation, “Gagnam 
Style.” Officer Chew from the El 

Paso Police Department 
showed a powerpoint 
and explained  how 
bullying can have very 
serious consequences. 
Darrell Lewis, a  world 
champion and third degree black 
belt from Legacy Martial Arts, gave 
students some tips for dealing 
with  bullies, such as, “maintain eye 
contact, and stay calm.” He amazed 

the Stallions with a routine that 
took him over 10 feet off the floor with 
round-offs, flip  flops, and back ariels. Students 
enjoyed an anti-bullying video produced by 
Media student, Brandon De Lara, showcasing 

Mrs. Hernandez’s Career Connections 
students performing an  original rap song. 

Eighth  graders Shaylah 
D o m i n g u e z , S a u d 
Alhanfoosh, Bryan 
Rodr iguez , Joseph 
Avi la and Kristen 
Ryan wrote and sang, 
“Make a Change,” 
which had everyone 
singing along. The 
highlight of the pep 
rally came when Mr. 

Rakeen Sams, recited, 
“Who am I,”  a  poem about neglect, and was 
joined by his partner  LeStarza Green, who 
asked, “what are YOU gonna do about 
bullying?” 

Students stood up and  danced when 
they performed two original rap  songs, “Stand 
Up,” and “Stop Bullying,” while running up and 
down the bleachers. The pep-rally was a big 
success in establishing Slider as a ‘Bully-free” 
school. 

Slider commits to become “bully-free” zone at Olweus pep-rally 

Eighth grader Albert Acosta compared Edgar Alan Poe’s Red Death to modern day 
killers, such as smoking and alcohol. He also designed a frightening mask and posters to 
accompany his analogy. This was just one of many imaginative ideas that students came up 
with as projects for Mrs. Schwartz’s eighth grade Great Books class, which was recently 

introduced to the great horror writer. 
Before break, the class read and analyzed 
Edgar Allan Poe’s story, “The Masque of 
the Red Death,” about a selfish prince 
who tries to cheat death. The most 
exciting part of the story occurs when 
the figure of the supernatural Red Death 
appears at the stroke of midnight at a 
masquerade ball, and brings death to the 
prince and his court.
The students were asked to create a 
vision of what the Red Death looked like 

in the story, or what they thought the Red 
Death would look like in modern society. They could create their own version of Prince 
Prospero, the Red Death, or the setting of the story. When they presented their projects, 
students had to describe the plot, setting, characters, or theme of the story in relationship 
to their project. They also had to explain how the project reflected the values of the 
society in the story, and use quotations as evidence. 

One of the students drew a picture and described the Red Death as, “tall and gaunt, 
and shrouded from head to foot in  the habiliments of the grave.” Some students decorated 
masks, while others worked in cooperative groups to write and illustrate poems, stories or 
comic strips. On Monday, October 22, students presented their projects alone or in 
groups. Their presentation skills were also considered. Students earned extra points for 
saying something positive about other projects, and for volunteering to present. 
Mrs.Schwartz said, “I love introducing students to Poe, especially around Halloween, it 
opens up a world of figurative language more vivid than the bloodiest horror movie.” 

Great Books class interprets classic Poe

BY MICHAEL GARDEA  AND HALEY LANGSWIERDT 

Ready to be scared? Slider  students 
were, on October 26, when the Starlets held 
the first Spooktacular. The cafeteria and  the 
foyer were crowded with  students dressed as 
everything from princesses, to Spongebob 
Squarepants, to The Scream. 

There was a dance in the cafeteria with 
flashing lights, Halloween  decorations and a 
dance contest. “It was an amazing dance! The 
music that was played was cool! I especially 
liked  the different colored  lights that put 
everyone in  a dancing mood!” said seventh 
grader Nicole Montes. 

In front of the library was a concession 
stand where Starlet parents sold food and 
snacks to raise money for out of town 
competition. Journalism students took 
pictures of the partiers and  games were 
offered for everyone to try to win prizes.

Of course, the best part of the dance 
was the haunted house! Created by Starlet 
parents and containing ghosts, demons, 
zombies, and even Mr. Hamilton dressed as a 
skeleton  man, it was so scary students came 
out running! “I am speechless, I literally fell on 
the floor crying!” Amanda Najera said. 

Great job Starlets, the Spooktacular 
should become an annual event. 

BY DANIELLE KAISER AND JESSICA VALENCIA

Spooktacular invades



Picture Day
will be Friday, November 9th.
Students will have free dress, but please 
do not wear a green or blue shirt, due to 
the background.   

NJHS Winners
Congratulations to Melissa Acosta and 
Claudia Moncayo, who won ipods for 
selling the most chocolate in the NJHS 

fundraiser.
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EIGHTH GRADE BOYS  

The eighth  grade Stallions basketball 
team has started their season with three big 
wins. Opening with an  impressive victory over 
Sanchez Middle School, 
57-30, they  followed 
that up  by defeating 
t h e H e r n a n d o 
Cavaliers 33-26. 
T h e y a l s o 
tr iumphed over 
t h e Mon twood 
M o o s e . C o a c h 
Serna knows that 
there are definitely 
some tough  games 
ahead  and asks for 
everyone’s  support.

SEVENTH GRADE BOYS  

The seventh  grade boys basketball team 
also racked up two quick wins to open their 
season. Against Sanchez Middle School, the 
Stallions were phenomenal, taking a huge 
75-19 victory. Following that win, the squad 

took on the Hernando team and came away 
with 41-33 win.

The top  scorer on the team was Point 
Guard Tyreese Andrus, who said, “I feel really 

happy about the game, especially since I 
scored twenty-three points.” Point 
guard Johnny Rueda thought that it 
was a tough game but they did well. 
Unfortunately, they lost to Montwood 
Middle by a small margin. 
EIGHTH GRADE GIRLS
 The eighth grade girls also got off to a 
fast start with victories over Sanchez, 
H e r n a n d o a n d 
M o n t w o o d 
Middle Schools. 

Against Sanchez, 
the Lady Sta l l ions 

made quick work of the 
game, opening a 28 point 
l e ad  a f t e r the fir s t 
quarter  and cruising to a 
4 0 - 7  w i n . B i g w i n s 
continued to come their 

way with a 40 point win over the Hernando 
Cavaliers, leaving with  a final score of 65-25. 
They also beat Montwood  57-14. Coach 
Elmer summed up the team’s efforts by 
exclaiming, “These past three games were 
incredible, these girls play like there was no 
tomorrow.”

SEVENTH GRADE GIRLS

The seventh  grade girls team finally  
scored a win in the third  game of the season, 
going 39-21 against Montwood. Although they 
lost  their first two games against Sanchez and 
Hernando Middle Schools, they are now ready 

to play.  
The teams are all off to great 
start, and the coaches look 
forward to watching their  hard 
work pay off. 
Both the boys and girls teams 
cont inue to p l ay through 
December and each have chances 
to advance into the post season. 
Good luck!

BY AMELIA FRANKLIN, ABBY HERNANDEZ 
JOHN KOTTER, AND EZEQUIEL PEREZ 

Are you  having more fun in your classes this year? Less sitting and  more moving around? Less silent work on your  own and more interacting 
with  other students and  groups? These changes are the result of a cooperative learning program called Kagan  Structures, which  replaced the 
traditional model of students working alone and listening to an instructor, with dynamic learning, and flexible groupings of students. Each Kagan 

structure is based  on four factors essential to cooperative learning. Positive interdependence means a 
"win-win" condition in which the success of one student is linked to the success of others in  the class 
in  a positive way. In  other  words, students need each  other to succeed, and a gain for one student is a 
gain for  others.  In this kind  of relationship, students care about each other and  help  each  other so that 
all learn. An example would be 15  pairs of students in a 30 person class all talking/listening 
simultaneously, as opposed  to one student out of 30 answering a teacher's question, while all the 
others are not listening or participating. 
These structures make each student accountable for their  own learning and help  students feel closer 
to their classmates and more comfortable in the classroom.  And  when students feel comfortable and 
connected, they learn  better. All teachers in  the Socorro Independent School District attended two 
days of training to become familiar with the Kagan strategies and how to use them in the classroom. 
Seventh  grade science teacher, Mr. Frischmann uses a strategy called Quiz Quiz Trade to help prepare 

students for  upcoming tests. Students write possible test questions on slips of paper and take turns 
quizzing other students in  class. If a student doesn’t know the answer, they can get hints, called  tips, and try again  to answer. By the end  of the 
activity each student has answered every question and has a pretty good idea of what will be on the test. 

Instructional Coordinator Mrs. Nunn  reports that the students have enjoyed class more and the faculty has done a great job using creative 
ways to implement the new strategies.

S.I.S.D. adopts new strategies to make learning more interactive

BY JOSH TRONCOSO

Basketball jumps off to a winning start
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