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Slider celebrates Red Ribbon Week 

Slider Middle School students recently 
celebrated their annual Red Ribbon Week 
by dressing up, and pledging to stay off 
drugs. Red Ribbon Week began in 1988 as a 
remembrance of Drug Enforcement 
Administration Agent Kiki Camerena, who 
was kidnapped and killed by a Mexican drug 
cartel. After his death, Congressman Duncan 
Hunter of California launched “Camerena 
Clubs,” in California. Hundreds of club 
members pledged to lead a drug-free life 
and to honor the sacrifice made by Agent 
Camerena. 

 During the weeklong celebration, 
Counselors, Mrs. Butler  and Mrs. Lara, 
worked hard to make i t fun and 
educational. Police officers spoke to classes 
about many types of illegal drugs and how 
addicting they can be. They also discussed 
the negative effects drugs have on users and 
how people who begin with drugs like 
marijuana, often move on to stronger drugs, 
such as cocaine. Students were able to look 
at actual drugs up close so they could 
identify and avoid them. 

Starting October 29, each day of the 
week had an anti-drug theme. The first day’s 
theme, "Drug free, the way to be", saw the 
students dressed in their favorite red t-
shirts. On Tuesday the theme was, "Peace, 
love, not drugs.” Students came to school as 
hippies, with peace signs, tie-dye shirts, and 
flared out jeans. The next day was also 
Halloween and the students wore costumes 
to, "Scare out drugs, or, say BOO to drugs.” 
There were bees, Teletubbies, Little Red 
Riding Hood, Avatar, and Slender Man 
costumes, just to name a few. Eloy Serna 
said, "Halloween is the most fun day of the 
week because we dress up in  costume, and 
we can have all the candy we want." 

November 1 was, “Drug free and crazy 
hair”, with students taking advantage of the 
celebration in their craziest and wackiest 
hair-dos, which they would never wear on 
any other day. There were wigs, ponytails, 
bows, and hair spray painted blue, green and 
even red. Career Connection teacher, Mrs. 
Hernandez said, “I like crazy hair day 
because I get to see how creative my 

students are.” November 2 was "Light up a 
scoreboard; not a cigarette." Saying no to 
smoking, students came in their favorite 
sports jerseys. There were Cowboys, 
Patr iots , and 
P a c k e r f a n s 
s h o w i n g o f f 
their colors and 
favorite players.  
Seventh grader, 
S h a y l a h 
D o m i n g u e z 
said,  “I can’t 
wait until Red 
Ribbon week 
n e x t y e a r 
b e c a u s e 
everyone had 
so much fun and freedom.”  

A big thank you to the counselors and 
our principal, Mr. Troxel, for a successful Red 
Ribbon week. “I think it really went well, 
everyone helped out and participated,” said 
Mrs. Lara.

“Police officers 
spoke to 

classes about 
many types of 

illegal drugs 
and how 

addicting they 
can be.”

BY ALDEN GONZALEZ & ABBY HERNANDEZ 



Here we are right in the middle of the 
holiday season. Thanksgiving has passed and 
now we’re heading for the Christmas season 
and a brand new year.

I’ve always said it was great being a 
Stallion and your achievements in just the 
first few months of the school year have 
proven that time and again. Next year looks 
even brighter for all of you. 

But as we approach New Year’s eve, 
there is always the same discussion about 
resolutions for the new year. What will you 
resolve to do differently from this year? 
Study harder? Work smarter? Get more 
involved in your school community? Take 
more time for yourself? See, each of those 
resolutions are good, but can you make 
those happen? Will you be able to stick to 
that new year resolution or will it just 
become another that sounded really good, 
but was well forgotten a few months into the 
year?

While we have a few minutes here, let’s 
think a little about what would be a 
resolution you could make, you would 
remember, and you could truly work 
towards throughout the entirety of 2013. 
Well, don’t look to me for that answer, I’m 
working on my own. But I will say to look for 
something that, when you’re all alone in 
thought, is that something that you’ve 
wanted to change or work towards that 
you’ve just never taken that risk. Make it 
something that you really want it to be. 

Does it have to be school related? 
Absolutely not. Can it be? Certainly! But 
whatever that resolution is to be, make sure 
that you plan it out...spend a little time 
developing how you’re going to do it as much 
as you want to do it. You don’t even have to 
shout it out to the world. It’s your 
resolution. Make it meaningful to you and 
you’ll see it come true. Have faith.
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The National Junior  Honor Society has 

had a very busy fall. The “Stuff the Bus” 
project was a huge success, with NJHS vice 
president, Madison Poppe, spearheading their 
efforts by convincing the local Target store to 
donate over $100 in school supplies. “She 
went above and beyond,” 
NJHS sponsor Mrs. 
Curlee explained. Due 
to the e f for ts o f 
N J H S , s e v e r a l 
c l a s s ro o m s we re 
s u p p l i e d w i t h 
notebooks, pencils, 
and paper.

This month, Mrs. 
Curlee and  the officers 
decided to join 27,000 other schools 
nationwide in the “Pennies for Patients” 
program. This program helps people who are 
sick with  blood cancers such as leukemia, 
lymphoma and myeloma. 

Our blood is made up of three types of 
cells, which  include red blood, white blood, 
and platelets. Blood  cancers prevent these 
healthy blood cells from doing their job, 
which is to keep  the body healthy. Sadly, 
every four  minutes another person  is 
diagnosed with this horrendous cancer. 
Someone who has been diagnosed has to go 
through treatments such  as chemotherapy, 

radiation, and bone marrow transplants 
which are painful, can take a long time, and 
can be very expensive. 	


To he lp those who have been 
diagnosed, students collected loose change 
from their neighborhood churches, schools 

and businesses, family 
a n d f r i e n d s . A n y 
c h a n g e w a s 
appreciated, including 
n i c k e l s , d i m e s , 
quarters, and yes, even 
pennies. Students kept 
these donations in 
special boxes that the 
N J H S ’ s o f fi c e r s 

distributed to help the 
members keep track of the money. This 
project raised $235  to help  kids with  these 
blood cancers. Eighth  grader Amanda 
Alcantara said, “I’m glad my family and I have 
a chance to help a good  cause by doing 
something as simple as donating a few nickels 
and dimes!” 

Once everyone turned  in their 
donations to Mrs. Curlee on  Nov. 16, the 
money was converted into a check, and sent 
to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s 
main office. Next year  William D. Slider 
students vow to raise even more money. 

NJHS projects reach different groups

BY GRACIE FAVELA & STEPHANIE GURANY

Slider seventh  grade band students Mathew Palacio, who plays clarinet, and trombone 
player David Kelley,  achieved the honor  of being two of very few middle school students in El 
Paso invited to join  the All-Region  Band. Eighth  grade trombone player, Katelynn Rivera, and 
seventh grade Baritone saxophone player, Isaiah  Cabral, were named alternates, which means 
they will have the opportunity to fill in if, for any reason, the band members can't perform.  

At the All Region Band tryouts, students from all of El Paso had  the chance to find out 
just who the best players in  the city were. 

Whether on  trombone, saxophone, or clarinet, 
band members from every middle school in El 
Paso were invited to audition at Bel Air High 
School, on November 10. A variety of musicians 
turned up to compete for  this top honor, 
including 103 clarinets, and 70 trombones. 
The four  students have already begun their 
rehearsal at Wiggs Middle School, and, on 
December 1, the All-Region  Band performed 

wonderfully at Coronado High School.
 “We are extremely happy and proud of their accomplishments, and  we know they’ll 

have a blast!” exclaimed band director Mrs. Acosta. 
On February 1, students will have a chance to be selected into the All-Region Jazz  band, 

another select group. 

Slider sends two students to All Region band

BY GRACIE FAVELA & STEPHANIE GURANY



Seventh  grade teachers Mrs. Morales and 
Mrs. Monroe introduced  their  English 
Language Arts and Reading classes to a new 
social network called Edmodo. Edmodo is a 
computer application which  is very similar to 
Facebook, and allows teachers and students 
to communicate about class. Teachers can 
post information  such as homework 
assignments and  test reviews.  Students can 
review class information and 
even take tests. 	


The process is fairly 
simple . Like Facebook, 
students create their own 
Edmodo accounts with 
usernames and passwords. 
Students also have individual 
p r o fi l e s w h e r e t h e i r 
progress, including grades 
and test scores, are posted. There are 
applications that let them customize their 
Edmodo and  even add photos. Once students 
have an  account, Mrs. Morales teaches them 
how to use each  icon. Every time a student 

wants to read or post, they click the “home” 
icon. The “planner” icon notifies students 
about upcoming events like project due 
dates and tests. To see their grades, 
students click on the “grades” icon. 
That way they know immediately if 
they have any work missing. Teachers 
also create group codes, so students 
can interact with the people in their 

ELAR class. Seventh grade 
Stallions are beginning to 
use Edmodo to discuss 
class assignments. 
Most students, who can  access 
Edmodo from their phones, are 
e x c i t e d a b o u t u s i n g t h e 
application. Pre AP student Karla 
Aranda says, “It just like Facebook 

for  school, I really like being able 
to talk to other students about stuff we do in 
class.” Mrs. Morales and Mrs. Monroe think 
Edmodo is a useful tool to help students who 
often  lose their work, or forget to bring their 
homework to class. 

 Edmodo was first created in  2008 by 
Jeff O’ Hara and Nic Borg, who previously 

spent seven years building 
web-based tools and 
finding management 
solutions for a school 
district. They realized 
that they needed  to 
create something that 
involved school work 
and could attract 
students who are 

already familiar  with 
technology. Mrs. Morales says, “I’m hoping that 
this becomes a new way of learning and that 
the students can adapt it into their lives. They 
already know how to use the technology, 
hopefully this catches their interest.” 

Soon all classes will be able to use 
Edmodo for  Math, Science and  Social Studies, 
but as for now, Edmodo is only used for 
seventh grade ELAR and Creative Writing.          

ELAR goes viral with newest social network technology for schools 

Mrs. Portillo’s and Ms. Fo’s Pre-Advanced Placement math classes created projects to 
show how math is in involved in our every day lives. In Mrs. Portillo’s seventh grade class, 
students selected, researched and created three dimensional models of their favorite 
inventions which involved math. Among the inventions students selected were: micro chips, 
cameras, computers, phones, iPads, taxis, rockets, and boats. 

 Students had to research the inventor, when the invention was created, how it was 
made, and what it is made of. Most importantly, students had to determine what type of 
math was used in the invention, and how it changed the world. “It was interesting to see 

what the students considered to be the 
greatest invention,” Mrs. Portillo exclaimed. 
Gabe Cortez was especially creative in 
designing an elevator model to show the 
invention of an electrical pulley. Students 
created models of their inventions and 
presented them to the class, explaining why 
they chose the invention and related the 
most interesting thing they had learned. 
After the presentation, other students were 
encouraged to ask questions about the 
invention. Students were graded on their 

research, models, and presentation skills. 
Mrs.Fo’s sixth grade math class made cookies and brownies to practice their fraction 

skills. The students had to find a simple recipe with a least four fractions in  the ingredients. 
They had to determine the ingredients needed to make twice as many, half as many, and 
exactly enough treats for the class, and show how they did the math. Students presented 
their projects in creative ways using power points, videos, or posters. For extra credit, 
students could make the cookies and brownies and take them to school, and that’s exactly 
what they did! Most of the class brought cookies, including Kayla Kish’s delicious chocolate 
chip variety, to the Fractions Feast on November 16. Everyone agreed that fractions never 
tasted so sweet!

Math classes learn skills in creative ways

BY ETHAN PORTILLO,  JULIANNA SMITH & HALEY LANGSWIERDT

Slider  eighth  grade students were 
thrilled to take a morning off and visit 
Montwood High  School this week to check 
out Career and Technology courses available 
to them. 

Stallions met with counselors, the 
assistant principal, and some of the high 
school seniors to talk about course 
requirements and how students are 
responsible for getting their  necessary credits 
to graduate. 

Students were then  divided into groups 
and were given a tour of Career  and 
Techno log y programs such a s Law 
Enforcement, Cosmetology, Culinary Arts, 
Wood and Electrical Trades, and Digital 
Interactive Media, just to name a few. 

Earlier in  the month, Montwood held it’s 
annual elective fair  for  future freshman. 
Students from Media Technology, Softball, 
Emerald  Dancers, and  Sports Medicine were 
there to talk to parents and  students about 
the programs available at the campus.

“I had a good time seeing everything 
that Montwood has to offer, I can’t wait until 
next year,” said eight grader, Hanadi 
Sonouper. 

As an  incentive to attend, Exploring 
Careers teacher, Mrs. Hernandez, gave her 
students extra credit for attending. 

BY DANIELLE KAISER AND JESSICA VALENCIA

Stallions visit Montwood

BY KARLA ARANDA, MICHAEL GARDEA, & DINISHA PRINCE 

BY CASSANDRA PORTILLO & ALEXIA MUNOZ



COME SUPPORT YOUR 
STALLIONS

The seventh and eighth basketball teams 
will play Sun Ridge on December 5. Girls 

will play at home, boys will be away. 

MONTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 
HOLIDAY FAIR

Don’t miss the Montwood High School 
Holiday Fair which will be from 1:00 p.m. 

to 6:00 p.m., Dec. 1 at the school, 
12000 Montwood Drive.
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EIGHTH GRADE BOYS  

The Stallions boys bounced back by 
beating Sybert 45-39,  after a loss earlier in 
the month to the Clarke Cowboys, who 
heaved a desperation  shot from half court to 
steal a 37-34 victory. The squad is sporting a 
4-2 record as they wind down the season.

SEVENTH GRADE BOYS  

The seventh  grade boys basketball team  
is also coming back strong 
after  enjoying a huge, 
4 3 - 1 2 , w i n o v e r 
Sybert. Earlier  in the  
mon th , t he boy s   
dropped a close came 
to Ensor, 47-28. The 
team now holds a 
record of 4-2.

Coach  Valdez 
has been pleased with 
his team’s play and 
would  like to see a 
little more effort on 
the defensive side of the 

ball. “Each of the boys has contributed to our 
success so far  this season  and I am very 
proud of their  efforts”, he continued, 
“But we’re going to have to shore 
up our  defense if we’re to go deep 
into the playoffs.”

EIGHTH GRADE GIRLS

The e i g h t h g r ade g i r l s 
basketball team has continued to 

rack up  wins after  a 
disappointing 36-34 loss 
t o E n s o r b e f o r e 
Thanksgiving break. 
B u t s h o w i n g 
tremendous focus, the 
squad bounced back with 
a determined win over  Sybert, 
40-16. All the members of the 
squad saw action  during the 
game and were able to pull 
away.
SEVENTH GRADE GIRLS

The seventh grade team has 
played hard  throughout the 

season, and sports a 3-3 record. After a 
difficult loss to Ensor, the team was victorious 

this week against 
Sybert, winning  
40-19. Earlier in 
the month, the  
Stal l ions also 
bea t C l a rke , 
20-10. The lead 
went back and 
forth for much 
o f t he g ame 
w i t h t h e 
C o w b o y s 

owning a lead  at 
the end of the first half. But the Lady Stallions 
fought back and after  a hard  fought fourth 
quarter, the team came away with the win. “It 
was a really tough game and  I’m glad  we 
won,” Dinisha Prince said. Prince was 
instrumental in the win, hitting a pivotal 
three-pointer that inspired four layups by the 
team that sealed their win.

BY EZEQUIEL PEREZ, JOHN KOTTER, 
AMELIA FRANKLIN, & ABBY HERNANDEZ 

Is it possible for  Slider’s faculty and staff to beat the eighth grade girls A team volleyball players at 
their own game? On November 16, Slider’s teachers proved this was possible, for  the second  year in 
a row!  Students from sixth, seventh  and eighth  grades all gathered in  the gym to witness the exciting 
game hosted by eighth grade volleyball coach, Ms. Sierra. 

Admission  was $2 and  the proceeds from the game will help  the volleyball team buy uniforms 
and equipment for next year. The team was composed of Mr. Trujillo, Mrs. Cholka, Mrs. Curlee, Mr. 
Dominguez, Mrs. Butler, Ms. Sierra, Mr. Perez, Mr. Arreola, Mrs. Apodaca and Ms. Gurrola. Mrs. Cholka, 
in  the spirit of the season, had a Christmas themed outfit, which may have been responsible for 

distracting the girls! 
The game started off in the students’ favor, but after only a 
few minutes, the teachers and staff started to take the lead.
At one point in  the game, an A team girl hit the ball so hard, 
it got stuck in one of the ceiling lights. Many of the teachers 
scored, including Mr. Perez, Mr. Trujillo, and Coach Sierra. “Just watching the teachers play was definitely 
worth the price,” said seventh grader, Karla Aranda. The girl’s team tried  to keep up  with  the teacher’s 
pace, but after lots of amazing spikes and sliding all over the court, the teachers beat the students 20-13. 
“I really thought that the volleyball team was going to win! When  the teachers beat them it surprised a 
lot of people!” said seventh  grader Amanda Najera. At the end of the game, to celebrate their victory, 
Mrs. Curlee and Mrs. Apodaca did an impromptu  dance to the hit song, “Gangnam Style.” The teachers 
may have defeated the students once again, but there’s always next year. 

Students take on faculty and staff in annual volleyball match

BY DANIELLE KAISER & JESSICA VALENCIA

Stallion squads see improvement; possible playoff positions
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