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Mrs. Jackie Ramsey honored as Teacher of the Year

Ask any one of Mrs. Ramsey’s students, 
and they will tell you; in her Read 180 class, 
failure is NOT an option. Mrs. Ramsey’s 
perfect blend of caring, humor, and “no 
nonsense” attitude makes her this year’s 
pick for Slider’s Teacher of the Year. 

She leads a program that takes 
students who have had difficulties on 
standardized tests, like the STAAR, and 
works with them to ensure they pass next 
time. “One way to help the kids that didn't 
do well is by letting them know that they 
can do it,  and showing them that it's been 
inside them the whole time,” said Mrs. 
Ramsey. Once these students believe in 
themselves, there is no stopping them. Not 
only do they pass the tests, they are often 
commended and go on to advanced classes. 
They show their appreciation with hugs, and 
homemade goodies. In addition to teaching 
both Read 180 and dyslexia classes, Mrs. 
Ramsey teaches ACT workshops to college 
bound students. 

One of her favorite times of the year is 
during Black History Month, because she 

loves to dress up in an authentic dashiki and 
reads African American stories to her 
students. She also promotes literature by 
African American authors, including Walter 
Dean Myers. She cooks, and gives them the 
opportunity to taste homemade “soul food” 
like black eyed peas and corn bread. 

Mrs. Ramsey has made Slider her home 
for 10 years. "My favorite aspect of Slider 
would definitely be the students and the 
warm and loving teaching environment," she 
said. Prior to becoming a teacher, she was a 
teller at a bank and worked for  El Paso 
Natural Gas Company. She studied at UTEP 
(The University of Texas at El Paso), got her 
Bachelors in Interdisciplinary studies, and 
her masters in Education, with a specialty in 
Reading. 

Teaching at Slider has given her a 
different view of her chosen profession. 
“There is a support here from parents and 
students who want to excel and this 
community helps students succeed.” Mrs. 
Ramsey added. 

In her spare time she loves to travel 
with A.J., her husband of 33 years. Three of 
her favorite travel spots include Italy, 
Germany, and Hawaii. In addition, the 
Ramsey’s have two grown children and lists 
Forest Gump as her favorite film.Two of her 
favorite quotes are, “Life is like a box of 
chocolates, you never know what you’re 
going to get,” 
and, from the 
Bible, “I can do 
a l l t h i n g s 
through Christ 
that strengthen 
me.”

Her choice 
o f m u s i c 
includes Gospel 
and Gospel-Jazz.  When she found out she 
was voted Slider’s teacher of the year, she 
said,  "I am honored and humbled to be 
picked amongst many great teachers!" 

Congratulations, Mrs. Ramsey, you 
deserve it!  

“My favorite 
aspect of Slider 

would 
definitely be 

the students...”

BY  ETHAN PORTILLO & DANIELLE KAISER



We survived the holidays and now we 
begin our second semester. Slider Middle 
School students continue to lead the way in 
so many different areas and I am so proud of 
your efforts. 

In this edition you’ll see a story about 
our new attendance initiative which is part of 
the district’s efforts to Make It Count. I’m 
recognizing classes in each grade level with 
an early lunch release to beat the rush. 
Attendance is very important as the district’s 
funding is based, in part, on the attendance 
rate. Simply stated, if the District improves 
it’s attendance rate by 1%, it could mean an 
additional $2 million to the district each year.

More importantly, we need our Stallions 
to attend each day because they lose 
valuable instructional time which often can 
make the difference in mastering a subject or 
struggling with it. 

Of course, attendance gives me a great 
chance to talk about the flu season. This year 
it seems that the flu is getting more and 
more press coverage. One reason for this is 
the serious nature of infection. How can you 
avoid contracting the flu? The easiest way is 
also the most effective...wash your hands or 
use hand sanitizer several times a day. Simple 
solutions to avoid contracting illness.

Let me end my column with my 
congratulations to Mrs. Jackie Ramsey for 
her selection as Slider Middle School Teacher 
of the Year. Mrs. Ramsey is a longtime teacher 
at Slider and is an important reason the 
success of our students is directly related to 
our incredible faculty. This recognition is long 
overdue and I am so glad to have her as part 
of our Slider community.

We’ve a great deal of work left in this 
academic year. We’re starting the last half of 
our school year and now is the time for all 
of us to keep pushing, keep learning, and 
make this the greatest year in history.
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Again  this year, students at Slider  have 

been selected to participate in the ACT 
program. The program is designed to give 
students an opportunity to take the famous 
college preparatory test.

Earlier this month, the students took a 
p r a c t i c e t e s t i n 
preparation to take 
the actual ACT test in 
February.  The ACT is 
a standardized test, 
usually taken in  high 
school, which is then 
used  by colleges to 
determine whether to 
accept a student. A 
group  of seventh  and 
eighth  grade students from Slider Middle 
School will take the actual test on  February 
9. 

The Gear  Up program is sponsoring 
these efforts at Slider. Gear Up is a six  year 
program funded by the Department of 
E d u c a t i o n  t o e x p a n d e d u c a t i o n a l 
opportunities and assist students in 
becoming college eligible and ultimately, 
academically successful in higher education. 

To give the selected  students a chance 
to increase their  scores, they are attending a 
series of two-hour  after school workshops 
led by four veteran teachers, Mrs. Ramsey, 

Mrs. Schwartz, Mr. Arreola, and Ms. 
Dominguez, who cover the five areas tested, 
Reading, English, Writing, Math, and Science. 
The students are taught specific strategies 
for understanding the test, including 
becoming familiar  with  the type of higher 

order thinking tested  on 
the ACT.  Students also 
learn  a variety of 
strategies such as 
POOD, which stands 
for  personal order of 
difficulty. This strategy  
shows students how 
to focus on questions 
t h e y c a n a n s we r 

correctly, rather than 
following the order of the test questions. 
They a lso use POE, or process of 
elimination, to determine wrong answers. 
Although these strategies sound simple, on 
the ACT each question  is worth one point 
and only correct answers are counted. Past 
participants in the program who have now 
taken the actual test during their  high school 
years have praised Slider’s efforts, as their 
scores were much higher than other 
students who didn’t have the preview 
opportunity. 

Good luck to the students and  thanks 
to Gear Up for making this possible.

ACT tests seventh and eighth grade students

BY SAGE GATES & JOHN KOTTER

Congratulations to the seventh and eighth grade Stallions who were chosen  as best 
graphic arts designers! Before the holidays, computer graphics teacher, Mrs. Mendoza, gave 
her students the mission of creating their own unique Christmas cards. 

The students had  to come up  with ideas for what their design would be and then, using 
Helios Paint software and Apple computers, they had to complete those designs into finished 

artwork. When the students were done with their 
designs, Mrs. Mendoza chose the most artistic 
entries to be submitted to the district for judging. 
The card designs were used to create Christmas 
cards, which  were sent out to Slider's faculty and 
staff. “There is nothing more satisfying to the 
students than to be able to be creative and  then 
see how their  designs could  be used,” said Mrs. 
Mendoza.
To honor these students and their creativity, 
Assistant Principal Mrs. Ayala and Mrs. Mendoza 

planned a special reception for  the students and their 
parents earlier this month. Mrs. Ayala made her  famous chile con  queso and ordered a cake 
with  all the student's names on it. During the reception, each one of the selected students 
received a certificate acknowledging their efforts.

Graphics Arts students recognized for designs

BY VICTORIA LICON



Mrs. Schwar tz ’s Communicat ion 
Application  classes are taking a close look at 
the media and its influence on students. This 
semester they had the opportunity to learn 
first hand how those products are marketed 
through advertising. Eighth grade students 
were assigned a project to design their own 
product to use in  creating a television 
commercial. Students could  advertise 
whatever they wanted, as long as the product 
or  brand  they chose to advertise was their 
original idea. In order to create this 
advertisement, students had to go through  a 
long process of learning different camera 
techniques used  in production such as long 
shot (LS), medium shot (MS), medium close 
up (MCU), close up (CU), extreme close up 
(ECU), and extreme long shot (XLS). 

They also analyzed commercials in  class 
and at home to gain  a better  understanding of 
how advertising works to persuade an 
audience to buy a product. They had to 
create, name, and  describe the product and 
determine the audience that they wanted  to 

target. The elements of the project included  
writing a script and drawing a storyboard 
before they taped the commercial. The 
commercial had to be thirty seconds long.

When finished shooting, they had to 

learn to edit. Students worked in  groups of 
three or four, but could recruit other people 
to be in the commercial, who weren’t part of 
the group, including friends, parents and 
siblings. Many of the products showed great 

creativity such  as: perfumes, energy drinks, 
muscle enhancer, video games, and shampoo. 

Tori Perez, Sammy Sliva, and Jasmyne 
Ross’ group came up with a product that 
stimulates hair growth. “The commercial was 
fun to make and shoot! It was interesting to 
learn about what broadcast producers include 
in  commercials, such as numerous beauty 
shots of their product, or animated logos with 
sound,” said eighth grader, Jasmyne Ross. 

Mrs. Schwartz let her students check 
out iPads so they could shoot their 
commercials over the long holiday weekend, 
and be ready to edit them on  Apple 
computer’s iMovie application once they came 
back. 

If the commercial was not filmed and 
edited by the deadline, students had  to 
present their product to class as if they were 
promoting it. “After this project, I think 
students are much  more aware of how the 
media tries to influence them,” said Mrs. 
Schwartz.

Com. Apps. takes hands on approach to media and advertising

Slider Middle School’s flute students got the opportunity to join flutists from 
Montwood Middle and Montwood High schools, to attend the Southwest Flute Festival. 
The Flute Festival is sponsored by the El Paso Flute Club. It was open to flutists of all ages 
from beginners to adult performers, and featured lots of activities geared to each level of 
proficiency.The festival took place at UTEP, and was an all day event held on January 19, 
which included clinics, workshops, and performances. 

One special performance was by guest artist and El Paso native, Mary V. Kerr. A 
graduate of El Paso High School, Kerr received 

her bachelor of music degree from the 
University of Southern California in 2008, and 
her master of music from the Manhattan 
School of Music. She is now a candidate for a 
doctorate of musical arts from the State 
University of New York in Stony Brook. 
Currently, Kerr is the principal flutist for a 
chamber music group, called Novus New 
York. Montwood Middle School band 
director, Ms. Lynch, conducted the Beginning 
Flute Choir at the festival. The choir was 

taught two pieces of music, Glow Worm and 
Katy Perry’s Firework, which was arranged for flute by Slider’s band director, Ms. 
Hernandez. After spending only an hour learning the music, the group performed on stage. 
At the end of the festival, there was a final concert featuring all the participants.

“We wanted to make our performance memorable and also show the students that 
playing music on stage can be fun,” said Ms.Hernandez. She arranged for the performers to 
shoot poppers toward the audience at the end of the song, Firework. Valerie Medina, 
Haydee Padron, Julia Patrick, Amanda Najera, Emily Felix, Cassandra Carmona, Rebecca 
Cota, Stephanie Marquez, Alexis Sierra, and Diana Flores attended from Slider as part of 
the 23 students who came from Slider, Montwood High, and Montwood Middle. 

“It was a great day, and the kids learned tons!” said Ms.Hernandez.

Slider flutists gain experience from festival
Slider’s National Junior Honor Society  

is starting 2013 with a “woof-tastic” new 
project which is blanket donations for dogs! 
NJHS will be collecting blankets to donate to 
The Humane Society and the Animal Rescue 
League of El Paso. 

These animal rescue facilities, and others 
like them, are non-profit organizations which 
depend entirely on  donations. They will use 
these blankets to keep the animals cozy and 
warm in their cages until they are adopted. 
You  can help by bringing clean, old blankets 
you may have around the house, to any NJHS 
member.

Back in  November, NJHS members, with 
the help  of a local Target store, donated  a 
great deal of school supplies to Slider 
teachers to use in their classes. 

Mr. Gonzalez, a  sixth  and seventh grade 
history teacher, was given pencils, paper and 
composition books for  his students who had 
lost their supplies or just couldn’t afford 
them. Mrs. Apodaca, sixth  grade math 
teacher, got scissors, glue, composition books 
and pencils. Ms. Overton and Mrs. Ramirez, 
both  special education teachers, received 
crayons and pencils. “We never have any 
pencils so it helped us out very much,” said 
Mrs. Ramirez.

Thanks, NJHS!

NJHS starts unique drive

BY JASMYNE ROSS

BY STEPHANIE GURANY & GRACIE FAVELA



Support One Act Play 
Saturday, February 16, at 4:00pm at 

El Dorado High School 
Admission is free!

Career Day
On Wednesday, January 30, prior to early 
release, Slider Middle School will hold its 

annual Career Day. 
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After  practicing for  a couple 
of weeks the track teams were 
anxious to see just how they 
stacked up. Both  the boys and 
girls teams traveled to Clarke 
Middle School to compete against 
the host team, Sanchez, Serna, and 
Paso del Norte Middle Schools.
EIGHTH GRADE BOYS

The eighth  grade boys squad 
took a variety of medals in both 
individual and  relay events. Julio 
Hernandez came in first in  the 
1600  meter run and first with  his 
team, Daniel Gomez, Joseph Avila 
and Ivan  Ramirez in  the 110, 4X2 
and 4X4 relays.

  SEVENTH GRADE BOYS

The seventh grade boys 
made good  at their first meet. 
Tyreese Andrus placed  first in the 
300  meter  hurdles and  Andy 
Carmona won the 100  meter 
run. The 4X1 and 4X2  relay                       
teams also won.

 
SEVENTH AND EIGHTH 
GRADE GIRLS

The girls teams enjoyed a 
great deal of success in  this first 
meet. Eighth  grader Amelia 
Franklin placed first in both the 
400  and 200 meter dash. First 
place in the 100 meter  hurdles 
went to Alina Dominquez, who 
also lead her seventh grade relay 
team of Esther Franklin, Andrea 
Avalos,   and Angela Chavira to a 
win. 

BY AMELIA FRANKLIN & ABBY HERNANDEZ 

Students from three of 
Slider’s enrichment classes will 
have an early lunch each week 
just for coming to school! This 
week, Coach  Serna’s sixth grade 
enrichment class achieved 100% 
attendance. Mr. Arreola  and Ms. 
Benavidez’s classes also won. 
Last week, Mrs. Fo’s , Ms. 
Rodriguez’s, and  Mr. Perez’s 
classes were thrilled  to have 
extra time for lunch to beat the 
rush to the cafeteria. 

Students from these sixth, 
seventh and eighth grade classes 
earned this time by having the 
highest attendance rates during 
their Enrichment classes. The 
contest was created by Principal 
Mr. Troxel to emphasize the 

school’s target attendance goal 
of 97% 

In addition, students who 
have perfect attendance all nine 
weeks also earned a special 
ticket which entitled them to 
wear  jeans every Friday for  the 
next nine weeks. Those students 
are also eligible to win  a special 
prize in  a drawing. These prizes 
are all part of the SISD “Make it 
Count” attendance campaign, 
which is designed to improve 
student attendance district-wide.

“By drawing attention to 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f d a i l y 
attendance and  making the 
students aware through these 
types of activities, I think we can 
easily achieve our goals,” said 
Mr. Troxel.

Make It Count Stallions

BY HALEY LANGSWIERDT & KARLA ARANDA

Stallions kick off track season

BY ALEJANDRA RODARTE 

The Slider  Starlets are off 
to a winning start in 2013, 
placing first in the recent 
S o u t h w e s t C h e e r 
Competition. The event 
was held on  Sunday, 
December 16, at the 
Coliseum, from 10:30am 
to 1:30pm. “Starlets are 
known across the nation, 
wherever we go, it’s a 
celebration! We mean 
what we say, we’re not just 
on  top, when we hit the 
floor, we’re here to rock.” And 
they did just that. 

The Starlets completed an 
amazing performance with 
motions, stunts, and  tumbling +, 
wowing the judges to a first 
place win by scoring over 90%. 
To get a first place ranking, the 
squad had to beat last year’s 
score, which was 90%. The Texas 
Bandits, America High  School, 
and Franklin  High school were 
also competing in  separate 
divisions. “It was awesome to 

see so much enthusiasm and 
spirit in  one place,” said manager 
Shaylah Dominguez. 

The compet i t ion was 
tough, but the team came 
together and had  lots of fun. 
There was no conflict, and you 
could  tell that everyone was 
there to perform the sport they 

love. "I think my team gave it 
their all and really hit every 
motion, I am very proud of 

them," said eighth  grader 
Deandra Roman. 

Not only were the girls 
proud of themselves, but their 
coach, Ms. Sierra was too. “They 
gave it their  all and  they brought 
it strong,” said  Ms. Sierra. The 
Starlets and Ms. Sierra were 
completely grateful for  all who 
came and showed support.“We 
were nervous, but seeing familiar 
faces in the crowd made it way 
easier for  us to believe we could 
do our best,” explained Gabby 

Martinez.
The performance was just 
the beginning of the 
competition season, as the 
squad plans trips to San 
Antonio in February to 
compete in Cheer Power. 
Over spring break in 
March,  they  will travel to 
the Jam Fest competition 

i n C a l i f o r n i a . T h e s e 
competitions bring some of 

the best teams in the country 
and the Starlets have been 
perfecting routines and polishing 
their performance skills to bring 
back the win.

Way to go Starlets, keep 
showing that Stallion Pride! 

Starlets bring home awards
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