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Career Day gives students a view into their future
“Career Day was an inspirational day
for all of us, especially my friends and I. I
even got to wear a bulletproof vest,”
commented eighth grader, Victoria Licon.
This was just one of the many things that
Probation Officer Nancy Chaparro showed
off at Slider’s annual Career Day. Also on
hand, was Probation Officer Giovanna
Heredia who explained how to become a
United States Probation Officer (USPO).
On Wednesday, January 30, students
heard ideas on which careers they might
want to pursue. Throughout the day, a
variety of speakers presented information
and told students about their jobs. Each
class had a unique speaker, and there were
many different careers represented, from
bank accountants to military sergeants.
Slider’s counselors, Mrs. Butler and
Mrs. Lara, organized this event because they
felt it had great potential to inspire the
students. “We hope that with the different
speakers that were here, the students will
fall in love with the presenter’s career,” Mrs.
Butler commented.

One of the presenters, Maritzia Lopez,
from the El Paso First Health Plans, Inc., gave
students information on keeping healthy by
using the Texas Health Steps Program. The
Texas Health Steps Program is for children
from birth through 20 years of age who
have Medicaid. Texas Health Steps provides
regular medical, and dental checkups, as well
as case management services to babies,
children, teens, and young adults at no cost.
“Career day was really fun,” said
seventh grader John Kotter, “Seeing all the
career possibilities was very interesting.”
Director and founder of “Operation No
Gangs,” Robert Gallardo, gave a power
point presentation about staying away from
gangs and avoiding the problems that can
come with gang affiliation. The impact of cell
phones and the internet on today’s youth
was the topic discussed by Efren Garcia, the
director of sales at T-Mobile wireless.
Karate instructor Darrel Lewis said
that the favorite part of his job was
everything; he didn’t dislike anything about
it. The El Paso Fire Department sent over
Fire and Arson investigator, Nicolas Torres,

to talk about the consequences and affects
of fire related incidents on juveniles. Jennifer
Monal-Hernadez and Diana Quezada from
the El Paso County Attorney Teen Court
Program, discussed the possibility of having
students involved
in the legal system
“... an
by volunteering at
opportunity
the El Paso County
Attorney’s office.
for students
When asked
to get ideas
about their favorite
part of the job,
and discuss
H i g h w ay P a t ro l
possible
officer, Shedrick
Duffey responded,
careers”
“When I help
people, I always feel
good after I have done the right thing.”
Judging from what students said,
Career Day was a wonderful opportunity
for students to get ideas and discuss
possible careers that they may want to
persue later in life.
BY JOSHUA TRONCOSO, JULIANNA SMITH, & EZEQUIEL PEREZ

Principal’s
Corner
This school year is just flying past us.
Thanks to the hard work of Coaches
Gonzalez, Gatei, Elmer and Casas, our
Stallion track teams did an outstanding job at
their District Championship meet, and I wish
them the best of luck in the upcoming
Conference Championship.
Last month, we hosted our annual
Career Day and we all owe a round of
applause to our Counselors, Mrs. Butler and
Mrs. Lara. Coordinating such a massive
undertaking took many hours and was a
huge success.
Throughout the year, I’ve been talking
about the importance of attending school
every day. I’m proud of each of you as our
attendance has improved substantially this
year. It goes without saying that being in class
everyday is very important to all of our
students. I truly believe that one reason our
students thrive is the power of their families
to making sure they are in school. Let’s keep
up the great work and set the standard for
future our students.
Our fantastic Slider PTA is sponsoring a
fundraiser to benefit students and teachers.
Students in all grades are selling VIP Savings
Network discount cards. These cards are a
great way to save money on discounts and
get free items at a large number of
businesses throughout the El Paso area. Any
class selling 50 cards or more will win a
fantastic pizza party.
Finally, the NJHS is collecting money for
the March of Dimes, an organization which
helps kids born with birth defects. You can
donate a couple of bucks to keep me out of
“jail.” You can also donate a couple of bucks
to put me IN “jail,” but I’m sure none of you
want to do that!
See you in the halls!

Stallions score high at Solo and Ensemble
Both Slider’s Band and Orchestra
groups did extraordinarily well at their
annual Solo and Ensemble competitions. Band
got more first division ratings than in any
previous year, while out of the 40 Orchestra
students who attended, 28 got first division
ratings.
At this event, the judges rate students
on scale of one to five, one being the best.
The Slider band students earned a record 95
“first division” medals between
H o n o r, S y m p h o n i c a n d
Beginning Bands. Eighth grade
Honor Band student, Haydee
Padron, not only got a first
division medal, she also got a
Judges Choice medal for
playing the best solo out of all
solos heard by judge, Mr.
Martinez. “I feel honored to
receive such a medal because
now I know that all the practicing
I do really does pay off,” she exclaimed.
This contest was held on Saturday,
February 2, at Montwood High School. Every
year students prepare for over three months
to learn a specific piece of music for the
competition, which they play in front of a
judge. Each judge is an expert on the
instrument’s section such as percussion, or
brass.

Before the competition, students had
the chance to get help with their piece of
music before school, after school, or during
lunch, from band directors Mrs. Acosta, and
Ms. Hernandez, or orchestra director, Mr.
Hamilton.
“Coming after school to practice really
helped me improve,” exclaimed eighth grade
Honor Band student Robert Meraz. “We are
extremely proud of all our students,
e s p e c i a l l y H ay d e e ! ”
exclaimed Mrs.
Acosta.
Sixth grade violin
player Jada Gunter,
who received a one,
said, “I felt so nervous
and scared, it was my
first time performing
in front of judges.
When it was our turn
to go up, I couldn’t feel my
hands, but when we started playing, I felt
confident.” Twenty-eight of Mr. Hamilton’s
students earned a 1 or “superior rating,” and
the other 12 students earned a 2, or
“excellent rating.” “This is one of the best
years Slider’s Orchestra has ever had,” said
Orchestra teacher Mr. Hamilton. Way to go
Slider musicians!
BY GRACIE FAVELA & ALDEN GONZALEZ

Industrial Revolution comes to life
Eighth grade U.S. History teacher Mr. Hernandez assigned his students a project
designed to give them a first hand look at the Industrial Revolution. Students recreated one
of seven inventions that were part of the Industrial Revolution, such as the Cotton Gin or the
Mechanical Reaper.
There are several inventions that made life easier, like the Steam Boat, which was
invented by Robert Fulton in 1784. This innovation was used to transport goods and people
efficiently. The Steel Plow, created by John Deere, and the
mechanical reaper, invented by Cyrus McCormick, both
revolutionized the farming industry. The Telegraph was
innovated by Samuel F. B. Morse, and made communication
easier across the United States.
Students had to make their own replica of an
invention using any material of their choice, including
cardboard, clay, wood, or even cake mix! They also had to
present their project and explain who created it, what year it was invented, and what it was
used for. They were also tested on all of the inventions. Mr. Hernandez has his students do
this project to help them understand what happened during the Industrial Revolution and
how these inventions made life easier. “It was fun and challenging at the same time, but very
rewarding in the end,” said eighth grader Brandon De Lara.
JOSHUA TRONCOSO & CRISTIAN ORNELAS

Performing Arts shines bright in three area contests
Slider Performing Arts (SPA) recently
had a very busy weekend. On Saturday,
February 16th, they competed in the
Americas Cup, One Act Play, and Destination
Imagination. “It was hectic with three
competitions on the same day,” commented
Mrs.Kern. At America’s High School, SPA
took first place in the annual America’s Cup
competition, in the Varsity Variety division,
with a Pitbull song routine.
SPA also competed and came in second
in the University Interscholastic League (UIL)
One Act Play competition. This year, they
preformed the play, “Gooney Bird Greene and

her Fabulous Animal Parade,” a sequel to a
show they put on several years ago.
The play won the award for having the
best ensemble cast. Seventh grader Sean
White also won an “All Star Cast” award. The
play takes place in a fourth grade classroom
learning about morality.
“Gooney Bird

Greene,” played by seventh grader, Chelsea
Moreno, convinces her classmates to join in a
fundraiser to prevent the local animal shelter
from closing. Each student creates their own
hilarious fable, about animals that start with
the first letters of their names. Other cast
members included: Kristen Ryan, Camille

Silverthorne, John Kotter, Dorian Espinoza,
Aaron Apodaca, Karla Herrera, Nadia Kern,
Kayla Kish, and Angelica Negron. The technical
crew,
who
controls the
stage sound
and lights
consisted of:
Fernanda
Reta, Hannah
Gurrola, Alyssa
Avillar, and Abby Hernandez.
SPA also competed in Destination
Imagination (DI) that weekend and won
second place. The team consisted of Sydney
Newton, Justin Mata, Andrea Fonseca, Desirae
Fonseca, Lindsey Fuller, Aiden Pacillas, and
Trinity Gaxiola. The central challenge was to
create a skit where only tee shirts could be
used as props and costume pieces. Eighth
grader Justin Mata commented, “DI is a
challenge of the mind and the world around
you.” Congratulations SPA!
BY JOHN KOTTER & ABBY HERNANDEZ

Former Stallion honors Mrs. Curlee

Graphics Arts contest win

Mrs. Curlee’s former student, Aiden Martinez, paid her a surprise early morning visit. He
was at Slider with some big news that he just couldn’t wait to tell. He announced that he has
been accepted with a full four-year scholarship to Wesleyan college in Middletown, Connecticut.
Wesleyan University is known for its science department, which has pioneered discoveries
of new planets. They have also identified some previously
unseen and unheard of animal species, and made advances
in understanding brain function. He plans to major in
Physics and Film there. He chose Physics because he was
always interested in space, and he hopes to combine that
with film to create amazing stunts and special effects.
As a sixth grader, he loved Mrs. Curlee’s ELAR class
and has stayed in touch with her over the past seven
years. Still his favorite teacher, he came to ask Mrs. Curlee
to accompany him to his graduation ceremony where he
is the Salutatorian of the International Baccalaureate (I.B.)
program at El Dorado high school. “Getting in was not
too bad, but staying in was the hard part!” Martinez said
of the challenging I.B. program.
To maintain his 102 average, he did at least two
hours of homework each night and had to learn a different writing style for each of his classes.
At the end of each year, he also had to pass a five-hour essay test. His classes were small, with
only around twenty students in each. “Only forty seniors finished out of the 120 students who
began the program four years ago,” said Martinez. The toughest class Martinez had to face was
higher-level biology, of which he said, “There was so much to remember,” Martinez’s
extracurricular activities included NHS, and he had to do an I.B. Case Action Service Project. His
project was called “If you really knew me,” which focused on breaking down clique barriers and
getting people to learn more about each other. Congratulations Aiden Martinez, way to show
your Stallion Pride!
BY JULIANNA SMITH

Seventh grade student Kevin Wilson was
taken by surprise that his computer drawing
was chosen as Slider’s best Stallion creation!
"I just wanted mine to be different and
unique. I am very
p ro u d o f my
work!" Wilson
exclaimed.
Mrs. Mendoza's
graphic arts class
was given the
challenge to draw
a Stallion, or horse, using Helios software on
the Apple computers. The design needed to
be original and exhibit the student’s
creativity. The best Stallion will be displayed in
the yearbook. There were 20 different
creations submitted in this contest. After
Wilson, the second runner-up was seventh
grader, Alfonso Gonzalez.
The drawings were evaluated by
Yearbook teacher, Mrs. Reyes, and Spanish
teacher Mr. Soto. “I selected the graphic that I
thought was most visually interesting in color
scheme and design,” said Mr. Soto. Mrs.
Mendoza will purchase a yearbook for Wilson
as a prize for his outstanding design.
BY VICTORIA LICON

Stallions Celebrate Valentines Day
Slider celebrated Valentines Day with candy grams, carnations, and giant stuffed animals! Student Council delivered bags of candy and flowers
during Enrichment class, while it seemed every student brought a giant sized toy for a friend. Math classes used chocolate kisses in their lessons
and in Great Books, Mrs. Martinez had a yellow-cupcake-with-pink-icing party to celebrate her class finishing the novel, “Number the Stars.”
Many teachers and students brought treats to share with their classes, and with all that chocolate around, who wouldn’t be happy? The day
ended with students of all grades attending William D. Slider’s Sweetheart Dance to see which boys and girls would be chosen Slider’s
sweethearts. Ballots were sent to each Enrichment class, and students wrote down their pick for boy and girl sweetheart. Sixth grade teachers
Mrs. Fo and Mrs. Apodaca counted the ballots, and the winners were announced at the dance.
Sixth grade sweethearts were Jada Gunter and Alexander Favela. Seventh grade’s were Pedro Tovar and
Triniti Gaxiola. She exclaimed,“I was surprised at how fun the dance was, and excited that I had won as
sweetheart girl, I especially liked the prizes.” Finally, Desirae Fonseca and Oscar Vargas were chosen as the
eighth grade sweethearts.
Each boy and girl sweetheart received chocolate and a gift basket filled with goodies, all donated from local
businesses. Slider’s PTA sponsored the dance and raffled off Bahama Buck’s shaved ice, and iTunes gift cards
every 15 minutes. Proceeds from the dance will be used for Teacher Appreciation Week. Since the dance
was held after school in the cafeteria, students had time to change into their favorite Valentine’s outfits.
Students danced to songs like,“Cupid Shuffle,” and “Gangnam Style,” then cooled off at the concession
stand. Amazingly, after all the Valentine’s candy, they still had room for cold drinks and snacks, such as pizza
and nachos. “I had fun dancing to my favorite songs and hanging out with friends after a long week of hard work,” said seventh grader Josh Gardea.
BY MICHAEL GARDEA, EZEQUIEL PEREZ, & JASMYNE ROSS

Track heads to Conference Championship
This past weekend the Stallion Track
teams traveled to Montwood Middle School
to try and qualify for the
Conference Championships.
The eighth graders who
placed first included Julian
Perez in the 110 meter
hurdles, and Joseph Avila in
the 400 meter run. Other
eighth grade athletes who
qualified included Amelia
Franklin, Robert Everett, Jackie
Rodriguez, Matthew Ramirez, Tahis Silva, and
Sofia McGee.
Seventh grade athletes who placed first
included Andres Carmona in the 200 meter
run, Tyrees Andres in the high jump, and Isaiah
Cabral in the discus throw. Other seventh
graders who qualified included Esther
Franklin, Alina Dominguez, Edward Garibay,
Andrea Avalos, Angela Chavira, Tyrees Andrus,
Tury Cepeda, Rudy Benitez, and Marcus

SPRING INTERSESSION
Students will be released for
intersession from
March 11-March 22

Carbajal. The Conference Championships will
begin on February 28 and will be held at the
Socorro Activity Center.
Prior to the championships,
the Stallions attended a track
meet on Saturday, February 16
a t D e s e r t W i n d M i dd l e
School. Both seventh and
eighth grade boys 4x100,
4x200, and 4x400 relays
earned first place. The seventh
grade girls 4x100
and 4x200 relay teams also
won first place positions, and
the 4x400 got second.
Eighth grade runners
Amelia Franklin got second in
the 100 meter dash and Bella
Alderete got third.
Earlier this month the
Stallions hosted a track meet
held at Slider Middle School. Sanchez,

TEE SHIRTS
Youth for Christ shirts are available
from Mrs. Torguson’s portable. Price is
$10

Hambric, Sybert, and Montwood Middle were
also entered in the meet.
Although many runners weren't present,
the Stallions did their best and finished the
track meet with a bang! On Saturday,
February 2, the Stallions competed in a track
meet held at Bill Sybert Middle School. Serna,
Slider, Soccoro, and Sun Ridge all competed at
the meet. The meet did not go well due to the
condition of the track. “The track was not in
running condition,” explained eighth grader
Amelia Franklin.
But the Stallions are now in
the
Conference
Championships and need
everyone to come out to the
SAC on Thursday, February
28, and support the Stallion
track teams.

BY AMELIA FRANKLIN & ETHAN PORTILLO
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