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Mrs. Martinez closes the book; hangs up her hat
At the end of May, English Language 

Arts and Reading teacher, Mrs.Martinez, will 
retire after 22 years of teaching at Slider 
Middle School. 

She was one of the original teachers at 
Slider when it first opened in 1991 and has 
been a fixture at the school ever since. Mrs. 
Martinez has taught reading to sixth and 
eighth grades. This year, she is teaching sixth 
grade ELAR and Great Books, an elective 
which focuses on reading and analyzing 
literature. 

Since this is her last year teaching, she 
has decided to share all of her favorite 
novels with her Great Books class, including 
“Hatchet,” “Shiloh,” “The Christmas Rat,” 
and, “The Black Stallion.” She doesn’t stop at 
just reading these books, she makes them 
come to life, by doing fun activities. In 
“Number The Stars,” set in  World War II, 
sugar, butter, and other ingredients were 
rationed. One of the characters missed 
buttered toast and especially yellow 
cupcakes with pink frosting. So, Mrs. 
Martinez organized a cupcake party for 
Valentine’s day where students brought and 

ate special cupcakes. She knew this would 
make the story memorable, and it did. 
“While I was eating the cupcakes, it really 
made me realize what the kids in the book 
were missing,” said sixth grader Cydney 
Schwartz. 

Mrs. Martinez has come up with 
interesting activities since her first year in 
teaching. One year, when her class read, 
“The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe,” 
the students made their own version of 
Turkish Delight, an addictive treat, served by 
the White Witch. 

Students know it’s reading time or 
library day when they see Mrs. Martinez in 
her special reading hat that she has worn 
since her first year teaching. It must also be 
a lucky hat, because once, while wearing it, 
and walking backwards, she tripped over a 
student’s outstretched legs and miraculously 
performed a back flip! “I was surprised that 
I actually landed,” she exclaimed. 

Last Christmas, she read, “The 
Christmas Rat,” by Avi, which taught the 
students just how valuable life is. Mrs. 
Martinez said she really likes to read to her 

classes because she likes to inspire their 
young minds and she wants them to love 
reading like she does and continue to read 
when they grow older. “The books she 
picked out were fantastic, I’m glad I got to 
read all of them 
this year. I will miss 
her,” one of her 
G r e a t B o o k s 
students said. “It 
was a pleasure to 
work here at Slider 
for the last 22 
y e a r s , I h a v e 
learned so much 
from my students,” 
she said. 

Married with 
three daughters, she plans to spend more 
t i m e w i t h f a m i l y , i n c l u d i n g h e r 
grandchildren, and her cats. She and her 
retired husband will soon begin  to travel 
across the country and revisit Europe. Enjoy 
your retirement  Mrs. Martinez, you’ll always 
have a home at Slider Middle School.

...her special 
reading hat 
she’s worn 

since her 
first year 
teaching.

BY GRACIE FAVELA & STEPHANIE GURANY



Here we are, Stallions starting the last 
nine weeks of the school year and what a 
year it’s been! Of course, for our eighth 
graders it’s just another few months before 
they’ll begin their high school careers and 
preparation for finding the right college to 
continue their studies. 

Before our thoughts drift too far ahead, 
let’s remember that we still have work to do 
to put a great finish on this year! April will 
bring our STAAR tests and I’m very 
confident our Stallions are ready. I want to  
give my sincere thanks to our faculty, staff, 
and administrators for the way they’ve 
approached this time of year. Our students 
are very fortunate to have this dedicated 
group working toward their success. One 
only has to look in this issue to read some 
great stories about some of the innovative 
ways our faculty makes learning fun. 

I also want to offer my best wishes to 
Mrs. Martinez who, after spending her entire 
teaching career at Slider Middle School, will 
retire at the end of the school year. 
Additionally, let me recognize our great 
Starlets on their win at the Jam Fest, bringing 
back a trophy with the designation of 
national champions. They deserve it for the 
hard work each of them have put into this 
group.

Stallion athletics continue to bring pride 
to our campus, and we’re now beginning our 
final spring sports season. Baseball, softball, 
and soccer will be taking the field, and after 
catching a glimpse of their training, I think 
we’re in for a pleasant surprise. 

Let me also give a high five to our 
students who participated in the Special 
Olympics that was held at the SAC. 

I hope all of you had a great 
intersession, and are ready to jump back in 
and race to the finish line!
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Dr. Seuss once said, “You’re never too 

old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a book 
and read to a child.” 

In March, S l ider  Middle School 
celebrated Read Across America, which 
coincides with Dr. Seuss’s Birthday. 

Assistant Principal, Mrs. Ayala, and Mrs. 
Gomez, planned a day full of festivities, 
including costume and drawing contests. 
S t u d e n t s b e g a n 
showing up before 
school dressed  as 
characters from Dr. 
Seuss’s books. 

Five sixth grade 
friends dressed up as 
Thing 1,2,3,4, and 5, 
and several students 
came as “The Cat in 
the Hat,” including 
Abby Hernandez, Nadia Kern, Ethan Portillo, 
and Cydney Schwartz. “It was fun dressing up 
and reading to all the kids, we had a blast,” 
commented Ethan Portillo. 

There was also a drawing contest 
where students could create any Dr. Seuss 
character. Sixth grade artists were: third  place 
Hannia Mendoza, second place, Jenavey Ivey, 
and first place went to Luis Villanueva. In 
seventh grade, second place went to Ethan 
Portillo, and Mahika Chitti came in first. In 

eighth  grade, Damian  Ramirez placed third, 
second place went to Kristina Tellez, and Jose 
Villalobos won first place. 

Mrs. Gomez said, “There were lots of 
creative drawings, and we would like to thank 
everyone who participated.” Prizes included 
Dr. Seuss stuffed animals, books, bags, 
bookmarks, pencils, and lunch boxes. 

During each lunch shift, students came 
to the l ibrary to 
watch Dr. Seuss 
cartoons and listen 
to Slider’s teacher  of 
t h e y e a r , M r s . 
Ramsey, read  Dr. 
Seuss books. Mrs. 
Ayala even  had a 
special Dr. Seuss 
cake made for  the 

occasion. “This is a 
great thing, because reading is going to take 
you far in life, and  we want to have fun  while 
we are learning,” said Mrs.  Ayala. 

Across the country, people celebrate 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday because he epitomizes a 
love of children and  of learning, and  his use of 
rhyme makes his books an effective tool for 
teaching reading. 

Thank you, Mrs. Ayala and Mrs. Gomez, 
for a Seuss-tacular party!

Reading Across America celebrates Dr. Seuss

BY JOHN KOTTER & ETHAN PORTILLO

Each  year, advanced  eighth  graders apply and are accepted to a variety of special high 
school programs, including the International Baccalaureate Program (I.B.), Mission Early High 
School (MEHS), and Health Professionals Academy (HPA). 

The I.B. program, at El Dorado High  School, is a  very competitive high  school program. 
Long hours of homework and  advanced courses insure that graduates achieve success in  the 
college of their  choice. Madeline Martinez has been 
accepted into this prestigious program. “I know it will be 
hard, but I am up for the challenge,” said Martinez.

Angela Lizardo, Kristina Telles, Jasmyne Ross, Natalia 
Molina and Brenda Gutierrez have all  been accepted into 
Mission  Early College. In  addition to a high  school degree, 
Mission  Early provides college hours equal to an  associate’s 
degree. That way, students can  begin local colleges with two 
years of credits. 

HPA is part of Soccoro High School. It is a medical program for  students who want to 
learn more about health  care professions and  plan  to later get a degree in  the medical field.  
The three students who were accepted to HPA, include Peter Gurrola,  Amanda Mora and 
Andrew Ortiz.  

Congratulations future professionals!

Eighth graders selected into programs

BY ALDEN GONZALEZ, ALEJANDRA RODARTE & DANIELLE KAISER



The Slider  Starlets returned home from 
spring break national champions after  winning 
the Jam Fest National Cheerleading 
Competition in Long Beach, California. 

Although the Starlets achieved  a perfect 
score to win, the road to success was not an 
easy one. After arriving in  California they 
learned that there was an  illegal flip in one of 
their pyramids. After taking out the flip, they 
only had five minutes to practice before it 
was time to compete.

Despite having to compete against many 
strong teams, including Montwood Middle 
from El Paso, they performed perfectly and 

took first place! The judges were very 
impressed  with their  routine, which  consisted 
of jumps, standing and running tumbling, a 
dance and three different stunts. 

After  winning the National title, the 
Starlets showed how cheerleading ran in  their 
families when their parents stepped up and 

did their own routine against other  parents. 
Coach Sierra had  been  coaching the group, 
and the time on the mats paid  off on their 
score sheet. “The judges gave them 10’s on 
everything!” she said. “When you have a 
fantastic group of cheerleaders and parents, 

it’s amazing what you  can  accomplish. It’s been 
a terrific year,” said Coach Sierra. 

The Starlets also received a trophy, as 
well as a national 
c h a m p i o n 
banner, and 
J a m F e s t 
jackets. Both 
the Star lets 
and the parent 
t e a m , w e r e 
happy with  their achievements. “I am very 
proud of my team and what we have 
accomplished,” said eighth grade Captain 
Jennifer  Gamboa. In  February, the Starlets 
competed in San Antonio. They also placed 
first against over  fifteen teams in El Paso at 
the America’s Cup competition, held annually 
at America’s high school. 

Last week, the Starlets held tryouts for 
next year’s squad, since the eighth graders will 
be moving on to high  school. Eighth grader 
Lluvia Oaxaca said, “It’s been  such a great 
year, I can’t believe it’s almost over!” 

Starlets bring home cheerleading National Championship

Over  200 Stallions came in  for tutoring during the first week of intersession, worked  hard 
all week long, and were rewarded with a celebratory cookout. Most came for help with Math 
and English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) to prepare them for the upcoming STAAR test. 

Math teachers on campus included Ms. Rodriguez, Mrs. Fo, Mr. Arreola, Mrs. Portillo, and 
Ms. Dominguez. Mrs. Nunn, Mr. Jones, and Mrs. Schwartz  were there to help with ELAR. Due to 
excessive absences, several students were in danger of losing credits in  electives which provide 
high  school credit. Spanish teacher Mr. Soto, and Touch  System Data Entry (TSDE) teacher Mrs. 
Benavidez were on hand to help these students 
make up work so they could  still be awarded  high 
school credit. 

“ I ’ m g l a d t h e district gave students this 
great opportunity to come in before a loss of 
c r e d i t , t h e y a r e recovering for something 
that they missed. If a student is absent too much 
they will lose credit, and coming in for tutoring is an 
excellent way to make it up,” said Spanish  teacher, 
Mr. Soto. 

Assistant Principals, Mrs. Ayala and Mr. Ballard 
were very positive about students coming in  for tutoring, as well. “According to teachers they 
are very focused and I appreciate that they have come in  to learn. I am very grateful that the 
teachers are here during their vacation time,” said Mrs. Ayala.  

Other students, including eighth  grader Victoria Licon, came in  to fulfill her community 
service requirements for  the National Junior Honor Society. She helped Mrs. Schwartz with  a 
variety of complicated tasks. “There is always work to do in the media room,” she said. To finish 
off a  week of nonstop learning, Mr. Troxel, cooked hamburgers and hot dogs for all the students, 
with  the help  of many staff members. “I enjoyed  the cookout, it was a great way to relax  with 
friends after all the work we did,” said eighth grader Jasmyne Ross. 

Students put in extra effort at intersession

BY AMANDA MORA, VICTORIA LICON, & JASMYNE ROSS

The 2013  James Butler Olympics was a 
huge success and Slider Stallions were 
represented proudly at the annual event held 
at the Socorro Activities Center. This year’s 
competition was conducted on  Wednesday, 
March 27.

S e v e r a l 
S t a l l i o n s 
competed and 
brought their 
Stallion  Pride 
to a variety of 
events! Athletes 
included eight grader Adrian Hernandez, and 
seventh graders Albert Telas, Mark Zollicoffer. 

A londra V i l l a , Jona than  Acuna , 
Maximillano Pinon, Kathy Hutchins, Cristian 
Monge, Enrique Espinoza and  Ruben Mendoza 
represented the sixth grade. 

Special Education teachers Ms. Overton 
and Ms. Ramirez, attended the event with 
counselor Mrs. Butler and Assistant principal 
Mr. Ballard, who commented, “I was very 
proud of each and every one of our  athletes 
as they trained and competed.”

“It was a great day,” said Ms. Ramirez, 
“and everyone was a winner!”

BY VICTORIA LICON

Special Olympians shine

BY DINISHA  PRINCE , JESSICA VALERIA, & JULIANA SMITH



Eighth  grade science students are 
learning about sound and light waves through 
experiments as part of their study on the 
Solar System.  

A sound wave is the distance that sound 
travels before it hits an object. There isn’t any 
sound in space, therefore, there are no sound 
waves, but there is light in space. Light comes 
from the stars both in our galaxy and  outside 
of our galaxy. Our own sun, the closest star 
to Earth, is another example of how light 
waves effect us here on Earth. 

Eighth  grade science teachers Mr. Peña 
and Mr. Arreola explained lightwaves by 
comparing sunlight to starlight. “Sunlight takes 
eight minutes to reach  us here on  earth, but 
the light we see from the stars at night took 
several years to get here,” said Mr. Arreola. 

Mr. Peña had  his students travel down 
the school hallway tapping a dry erase marker 
against a glass beaker filled  one forth full of 
water. The students walked  from one end of 
the hall to the other, tapping the glass 

container the whole time. With this 
demonstration, students were able to 
understand that when the sound is closer to 
an  object, the waves are more compressed 
when the sound is a higher pitch. When the 

sound is more distant, the sound  waves are 
elongated, which  means that the sound is 
lower in pitch. Light waves do the same thing. 

Mr. Arreola likes to compare this image 
to a slinky or spring. Students learned If you 
were to place a flashlight one foot away from 
an  object and have a slinky demonstrate the 
sound waves, one end of the slinky would be 
touching the object, and the other end would 
touch the flashlight. The slinky gives an  idea of 
how compressed  or elongated the light waves 
are. Students commented that it was a great 
way to demonstrate how all this works.

Mr. Pena and  Mr. Arreola are not only 
teaching students the magnificence of space, 
but are making it fun and interesting as well.  

UPCOMING STAAR DATES:

April 23: 6th and 7th grade Math

April 24: 6th and 7th grade Reading, 

              8th grade Science

April 25: 8th grade Social Studies

MEDIA CLASSES

Looking for an interesting 

elective for next year?

See Mrs. Schwartz in room 302 to find 

out which Media class is right for you!

STALLION PRIDE
William D. Slider Middle School

11700 School Lane
El Paso, Texas 79936-5400

915.937.5400
Mr. Steve Troxel, Principal

 C.C. Schwartz, Advisor
Email: mschwa@sisd.net

Seventh  grader Andres Carmona set a 
new district record  in the 200 meter dash, 
with  a time of 25.16 seconds, beating his 
closest competitor by over a second. 
Carmona was cheered on  by family, friends 
and other teammates who qualified for the 
Championship meet, held at the Socorro 
Activities Complex in February.

To compete in  the Conference 
Championship competitors had to place in 
the district Championship  held  earlier in 
February. “There was a  bunch of pressure and 
tension,” explained eighth grade runner 
Joseph Avila, who placed third  in the boys 400 
meter dash, “I was really nervous!” 

The running events didn't start until the 
late evening, so the Stallions had time to clear 
their heads and have a little fun  until the meet 
started. Many Slider students came to support 
their fellow Stallions. 

Once the meet was underway, Tyreese 
Andros won first place in the 110  meter 

hurdles, with  a time of 18.86  seconds, just 
seven tenths off the conference record, set in 
2006. He also placed second in the high  jump, 
while teammate, Arturo Cepeda, came in 
fifth. Rudy Benites also placed fourth  in  the 
seventh grade 400 meter dash. 

Next was the seventh  grade boys 800 
meter  dash, and Edward Garibay won third 
place in  this event. “I was so close to second 
but I lost my wind,” Garibay commented. 

In the seventh  grade boys 1600  meter 
run, Marcus Carbijal came in first, with a time 
of 5:25.10 

“I was happy about the placings,” said 
seventh grade runner Esther Franklin, whose 
seventh grade girls 4  by 200 meter  relay came 
in  third. Eighth grader  Jackie Rodriguez came 
in  fourth  in the 800 meter run. In the eighth 
grade field events, Tahis Silva placed third in 
the discus throw and Sofia McGee placed 
second in shot put. Robert Everett placed 
second in the boys high  jump and fourth  in 
the long jump.

Coach Gatei was very satisfied with  the 
effort,  "Never give up  and continue to strive," 
he said.

End i n g t he s e a son w i t h t he s e 
performances set some new standards, 
congratulations Slider track team! 

BY AMELIA FRANKLIN & ABBY HERNANDEZ

Eighth grade science classes learn about energy waves, solar system

BY VICTORIA LICON, JASMYNE ROSS, & CRISTIAN ORNELAS

Carmona sets new district record as track completes great season
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