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Gear Up Science Extravaganza
The Slider Stallions recently, “geeked 

out,” at the Science and Engineering 
Extravaganza at the University of Texas at El 
Paso (UTEP) on Saturday, April 6. Eighth 
grade students participated in the Science 
Extravaganza for the second year in a row. 
Last year, when they were seventh graders, 
Gear Up also sponsored their trip, because 
this is the class that they will follow 
throughout high school. The trip was all 
about science and experimentation. At the 
beginning of the trip, the students watched 
clips from the movie, “Despicable Me.” They 
chose “Despicable Me,” because in the 
movie the main character, Gru, had the idea 
to steal the moon. He achieved his goals and 
followed his dreams, which is what the 
UTEP coordinators want Slider students to 
do. 

The students listened to a Navy 
representative, who spoke about how 
important it is to stay in school, go to 
college and to always follow your dreams. 
The Stallions participated in different 
science activities, including creating baking 
soda rockets, which focused on chemical 

reactions. The tutors gave each group a 
container, baking soda, tape, construction 
paper, and scissors. They used baking soda 
and vinegar because they create a multi-step 
reaction. What actually happens, is that the 
acetic acid, which makes the vinegar sour, 
reacts with sodium bicarbonate, which is a 
compound in baking soda, to form carbonic 
acid. It's really a double replacement 
reaction. Carbonic acid is unstable, and it 
immediately falls apart into carbon dioxide 
and water. This is a decomposition reaction. 
The bubbles from the reaction come from 
the carbon dioxide escaping the solution 
that is left, and lift the rocket off the ground.

Students also learned how to extract 
DNA from the inside of their mouths since 
cells from the lining of the mouth come 
loose easily. They also made ice cream, and 
played, “Are you smarter than a fifth 
grader?” Eighth grader, Gracie Favela 
commented, “I had so much fun, especially 
when we made rockets and home made and 
ate ice cream, that was my favorite!” Forty-
four eighth graders attended this event and 
each received a backpack full of snacks, and 

a special GEAR UP Extravaganza T-shirt. 
Prizes were awarded at the end of the day, 
including 15 dol lar gi ft cards, and 
“Despicable Me” DVDs. Melissa Acosta even 
won a Wii game system console. “It was the 
best feeling ever! 
Thank you GEAR 
U P f o r t h i s 
awesome field trip 
a n d g i f t ,” s h e 
exclaimed. 

“The Science 
and Engineering 
field trip to UTEP 
was an amazing 
experience. I am 
happy to have been 
a part of it. Slider’s 
e i g h t h g r a d e 
represented our Stallions with pride,” said 
Wendy Solorio, one of the UTEP tutors and 
chaperones. Thank you to the UTEP Gear 
Up program for providing the Stallions with 
this fun learning experience.

This years 
Science and 
Engineering 
field trip to 
UTEP was 

an amazing 
experience.

BY VICTORIA LICON & AMELIA FRANKLIN 
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http://library.thinkquest.org/3347/reactypes.html#decomp


WOW Stallions, we are definitely on 
the downhill side of the school year and it 
has been a great one. Throughout our 
journey together, the year has been marked 
along the way with some great achievements 
by so many of you. I’m so proud of William 
D. Slider Middle School and each of the 
students who make our community unique. 

I remember calling out our student 
body last August and challenging each of 
them to make this the very best one in the 
history of our great school. As I look back 
now I can see so many examples of how you 
made the year your own.

One of the reasons I believe our 
campus is so successful is our school 
community. Parents and family members have 
shown throughout the year that they are 
invested in the success of their students and 
it is this successful partnership that has 
contributed to the completion of another 
great year. 

Over the next few weeks, we’ll be 
wrapping up the school year with our annual 
graduation ceremony for our eighth graders. 
We’ll also be spending some time honoring 
our sixth and seventh grade students with 
their annual awards assembly. This is the 
highlight of our year, as parents and students 
will see the excellence that our students 
achieve. 

Moreover, we’ll welcome a new class of 
seventh and eighth graders for next year and 
wait for our new arriving sixth graders, who 
will make up our student body for next year. 

In between all of that, we still have a few 
weeks left in this year and I want all of you 
to keep going! Let’s not stop and rest just 
yet. The students of Slider Middle School are 
the reason the faculty, staff, and 
administrators choose this school over so 
many others. Let’s make every day count!
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How well do you  think you could  do on 

a national standardized test designed for high 
school students? Slider seventh graders, 
Gayatri Aaluri, Carina Arias, Marcus Carbajal, 
and Ruben Villegas III all did fantastic on this 
upper level test. The four of them, out of 28 
seventh graders who took the ACT test, had 
scores so high they were honored by the 
SISD School board before the April board 
meeting. 

The ACT test is 
an  assessment test 
administered since 
1959  to gauge the 
expertise of students 
wanting to enter 
college. The students 
had to score a 20  or 
above on  the english 
and math tests, and 21 
or  above on science or reading tests. They 
gave up a Saturday morning to take a practice 
ACT test, then attended several weeks of 
ACT workshops after  school, which 
increased their scores.   

The four were invited to San Antonio, 
Texas on May 13 to Trinity University, to be 

recognized in  front of the state of Texas. At 
the ceremony, the students will be called up 
by division and  then  by name to be given 
their well deserved medal and certificate. 

The students were chosen by Duke 
Talent Identified Program (T.I.P.) based on  last 
year’s STAAR scores. “This test will give the 
students a distinct advantage when taking it 
again  in  high  school. They will see more or 

less how it feels, and 
this will make the 
s t u d e n t s m o r e 
comfortable,” said 
counselor, Mrs. Lara.
Taking the ACT early 
w a s a g r e a t 
oppor tun i t y and 
should not have 
been missed. It will 

help model the feeling 
when taking the real deal in high school. 
Taking these tests and being a part of the 
program can also increase the students’ 
chances of getting scholarships and admission 
to the college of their choice. 

Congratulations to these exceptional 
students.

Seventh graders score high on ACT

BY JOSHUA TRONCOSO 

Destination  Imagination (DI) is a  worldwide competition that requires talent and 
intelligence. Slider students, Lindsey Fuller, Andrea Fonseca, Triniti Gaxiola, Desirae Fonseca, 
Justin Mata, Sydney Newton, and Aiden Pacillas placed second  at the regional competition  in 
February, and were invited to compete at the State level. On April 11, they traveled with all 
the other SISD winners to Katy, Texas to compete against hundreds of DI teams from 
throughout the state. 

Before the contest, they got the opportunity to 
attend  a mixer where they met and  traded special pins 
with  other schools. They were a little overwhelmed by the 
level of enthusiasm they found in  what Lindsey Fuller 
described as, “die hard DI fans.” The state DI contest 
consists of six  categories which are science, acting, 
engineering, and structure.

One of those elements becomes a topic for an 
improvisational skit they have to create. The skit has to include the dramatic change which is 
something startling that the team must adapt to and maintain. For example, all people may 
have to pretend they are cats for the rest of the skit. They also have an  instant challenge, 
which could have been either acting, or constructing an unknown structure.  

Although these restrictions sound  complicated, they are designed to facilitate team 
work, problem solving and creativity among the team. On April 14, the team, and coach Mrs. 
Kern, traveled back to El Paso, tired but exhilarated by their trip to state. “Now, we know 
what to expect at state and can be better prepared next year,” said Mrs. Kern.

Destination Imagination goes to State

BY LINDSEY FULLER,  CRISTIAN ORNELAS  & GRACIE FAVELA



Slider’s Honor Band earned the 
Sweepstakes Award at the Socorro ISD band 
contest earlier  in  April. Held at Socorro High 
School, the contest lasted three days and 
featured Honor and Symphonic Bands, 
as well as Orchestra. To earn the 
Sweepstakes Award, the band had to 
achieve two superior or  “number one” 
ratings, from the three judges. 

The Honor band, directed, by Ms. 
Hernandez, was rated  superior on 
both  sight reading, and  in their  stage 
performances of “Spania”, “Colliding 
Visions,” and “Serengeti Dreams.” Both 
band teachers, Ms. Hernandez and 
Mrs. Acosta, were very proud of their 
students for doing an excellent job. 
Honor and  Symphonic bands, as well as 
Orchestra, were both  anxious and 
excited because it was their first contest 
performance of the year as a group. 

On Tuesday, April 9, the Symphonic Band 
performed, earning a “two” or excellent 
rating, on  stage and a “two” in sight reading. 

These students performed three pieces of 
music which were “Wingate March,” 
“Mythos,” and “Atlantis.” 

The Orchestra competition  was held at 

El Dorado High School on April 11 and  they 
played,  “Little Symphony,” “Moonlight Tango,” 
and “Yes I Can  Can.” They earned a rating of a 
4 on stage and a 3 in sight reading. Students 
have been  practicing these pieces for about 

three months, and they also have practiced 
sight reading, which  is where students are 
given a piece of music that they have never 
seen before. Band Directors Mrs. Acosta and 

Ms. Hernandez helped  their  students by 
having them come before school for 
master classes, and telling them to 
remember  the acronym STAARS, 
which stands for  Signatures, Tempo, 
Accidentals, Articulations, Rhythm, and 
Signs.
At contest, teachers had four minutes 
to point out tempo, dynamics, and key 
changes. Students had only seven 
minutes to learn  as much as they could 
about the piece of music before they 
actually played it. If anyone in the room 
spoke or played their instrument 
without the teacher telling them to, the 

group would be immediately disqualified. 
The judges rated the performances on 

tone, technique, and musicianship. Way to go 
Honor Band!

Honor Band sweeps SISD Sweepstakes Award

“Trash n’ Fashion is a great way to use your imagination and 
creativity,” said  eighth grader Aaron Apodaca, who used duck 
tape and a garbage can lid to become Captain  America! The 
annual theater project has students create a costume which 
could  actually be worn, using recyclable items, such as duck 
tape, newspaper, tin  foil, garbage bags, trash can lids, and 
windshield wipers, to name just a few of the most often  used 
supplies.
This year, the theme was to create a costume for a superhero 
or  a cartoon  character. Theater Arts teacher, Mrs. Kern, had 

her students work on this project because it was a fun way to 
recycle and was environmentally friendly. “This project was chosen  because it required the 
students to think out of the box, and put their creativity to the test,” she said. 

Students got to form groups of three people and choose from a variety of roles to take on 
during the project. One student was the designer, who researched and planned out the materials 
and how the costume would be created. Another member of the group  was the model. Like in 
the fashion industry, the model was the person the costume was fitted to. Models also walk a 
specially designed runway in the theater room. Groups 
also had a spokesperson, who talked  about what was 
used  to create the costume, and what character was 
being depicted, while the the model showed it off.  

Theater students Aryn Avila, Manasseh  Mihelcich, 
and Julianna Smith went all out by creating the yellow 
cartoon character, Pikachu. Last year, students made 
costumes based on  a different decade, like the 50’s or 
80’s. Next year, Mrs. Kern plans to have students join 
the “toilet paper challenge,” where they will  make 
costumes entirely out of toilet paper! 

Theater goes green with Trashin’ Fashion

BY JOHN KOTTER & EZEQUIEL PEREZ

Congratulations to seventh grader 
Alexis Aguilar, for winning first place in  the 
first SISD art judging! “I was ecstatic about 
winning! It is a very big achievement for  me 
to receive this honor,” she said. 

Alexis is in Mrs. Mendoza’s Advanced 
Graphic Arts 
class, and  used 
H e l i o s 
sof tware on 
a p p l e 
computers to 
c r e a t e h e r 
unique entry. 
There were several different categories being 
judged in  this contest, including: Groups, 
Computer Graphics/Photography, and 
Drawing. 

 Mariann  Quintana, Edward Montoya, 
and Mark Zollicoffer  each placed second. 
Eighth  grader, Abraham Renteria placed third. 
The winner’s artwork will be displayed May 
10th through  18th at the District Service 
Center, then there will be another  judging.  
100  pieces will be selected to be finalists and 
their artwork will be mounted, framed and 
displayed there for the entire year. 
Congratulations artists! BY VICTORIA LICON

Graphic Artists do well

BY GRACIE FAVELA



UPCOMING EVENTS:

May 23, 6:30pm sixth and seventh 

grade Awards

May 31, 10am eighth grade 

Advancement Ceremony and Awards,

1pm Dance 

MEDIA CLASSES

Looking for an interesting elective for 

next year? You should check out the 

new Media Classes. See Mrs. Schwartz 

in room 302 to find out which Media 

class is right for you!

STALLION PRIDE
William D. Slider Middle School

11700 School Lane
El Paso, Texas 79936-5400

915.937.5400
Mr. Steve Troxel, Principal

 C.C. Schwartz, Advisor
Email: mschwa@sisd.net

SOCCER

The seventh  grade boys soccer team 
beat Clark 5-1  in their 4th game of the 
season. Stefan Toshevski scored  4 goals while 
Marcus Carbajal scored  1. “The kids all  played 
fantastic,” commented Coach  Gatei. This 
brings their  record to 1-1-2 for  the year. 
Previously they lost to both  Montwood 
Middle and Hernando, and tied 1-1  with 
Sanchez. 

The seventh grade girls lost 1-0 against 
Clarke due to a penalty kick, which  put their 
record at 4 losses and 0  wins. The eighth 
grade shares their record, although Coach 
Casas says the girls are, “giving it their all.” 
Power kicker Jackie Rodriguez played  to 
exhaustion but couldn’t stop Clarke from 
winning 2-1.
SOFTBALL

The eighth  grade Lady Stallions have had 
many ups and downs so far this season, and 
their 2-2  record reflects that. They lost 8-12 
to Clarke  on  April 27, after beating 

Montwood Middle 10-7. The Stallions played 
Hernando Middle School on April 11, and 
although Abby Hernandez hit a home run and 
tied the game, the Cavaliers were awarded 
the win because they scored  the most in  the 
first inning. On Saturday, April 6, Slider 
destroyed Sanchez 18-0 at their  first home 
game. Deandra Roman lead  with the first 
home run of the season, bringing two people 
in. "I was so happy that I got the first home 
run  of the season," explained Roman. This 

year, the eighth grade girls got a new softball 
coach, Exploring Careers teacher, Mrs. 
Hernandez. The team has many of the same 
girls from last year, as well as three new 
members. "We have some very talented 
athletes," explained Coach Hernandez. The 
seventh graders are struggling with  a 0-4 
record.
BASEBALL 

Both the seventh and  eighth graders lost 
their recent games against Clark, bringing 
both  their records to 2-2. The eighth  grade 
also lost to Montwood Middle 17-0 but won 
4 to 1  against Hernando on Thursday,  April 
11. Abraham Renteria pitched 5  innings, only 
allowing 1  run, 3  hits, and had 9  strikeouts. 
Aaron Apodaca batted fourth, hitting a triple 
to bring in  Abraham Renteria. They also were 
victorious against Sanchez Middle School on 
Saturday, April 6, scoring 5-1.  

The seventh graders recently beat both 
Hernando and Montwood Middle. 

BY ALDEN GONZALEZ,  ETHAN PORTILLO,
 JASMYNE ROSS,  ABBY HERNANDEZ,  

SAGE GATES, JULES SMITH & ALEJANDRA RODARTE 

Teachers win basketball using Prison Rules

BY HALEY LANGSWIERDT

Soccer, Softball, and Baseball bring excitement to the year’s end

One of the honored Spring traditions is 
the annual Basketball Classic featuring 
teachers against the eighth grade boys and 
girls basketball teams. After  a long week of 
STAAR tests, the game was a great way to let 
off steam, with  everyone having a great time. 
Hand checking, screens, and tripping appeared 
to be the strategy adopted by the teachers’ 
team. Mrs. Hernandez admitted  that those 
type of actions might have played into their 
game strategy. 

The format of the game has the eighth 
grade boys team playing the first six minutes 
of the game against the Slider’s male 
teachers.  Then the eighth  grade girls team 
takes the next quarter to square off against 
female members of the faculty and then the 
boys and girls alternate quarters. 

The boys played well against the 
teachers leading at the end of the first 
quarter, 8 to 5. Once the girls took over, it 

was clear  the female faculty was going to be 
outplayed by the eighth grade girls team. The 
teachers, led  by Ms. Sierra and Mrs. Morales, 
worked to prevent the girls from scoring, by 

any means necessary! For  example, during  
the jump ball, Mrs. Hernandez grabbed and 
tackled her daughter, Abby, effectively 
preventing her from making a shot. 

However, the girls added to the lead and 
the quarter ended with the students leading 
12 to 5. 

In the third  quarter, the teachers got 
serious. Coach Dominguez, and Coach Perez 
scored  and  Mr. Arreola showed  off his 
incredible dribbling skills! Mr. Ballard scored a 
critical bucket ending the quarter with the 
faculty ahead, 15-14. After a brutal battle, the 
teachers edged out a win 19-18. 

After  the game ended, many of the 
eighth  grader players were laughing too hard 
at the teachers to worry about the defeat!
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