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Expectations 

As Patriots we: 

WORK HARD 

STUDY HARD 

PLAY HARD 

GET ALONG 

TAKE CARE OF 

EACH OTHER 

THINK AND 

CHOOSE      

KINDNESS EVERY 

SINGLE  DAY 

ALWAYS STRIVE 

TO STAY ABOVE 

THE LINE 

 

 

OUR BENITO 

MARTINEZ 

PLEDGE 

I am responsible 

for my own 

behavior.  I will use 

good manners and 

treat others with 

respect.  I will not 

bully others.  I will 

help students who 

are bullied and try 

to include students 

who are left out.  I 

come to school to 

learn and I will 

have a great day. 

 

Hello Patriots and your Parents 
 

 It is TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK!!! 

 Every year on the first full week of May we celebrate Teacher 
Appreciation Week.  This is a great time to let your teacher know how much 
you appreciate them and all the hard work they put into creating awesome 
lessons and learning opportunities for you.  Let them know.  Tell them.  
Thank them.  Send them a note.  Put it in the chat.  You don’t need to go 
out and buy something for them, but you can if you want.  A simple 
acknowledgement of your thanks and appreciation will brighten their day, 
warm their heart, and bring a smile to their face. 
 It has been a difficult year.  All teachers have had to learn new skills, 
and develop new methods of teaching, because of the COVID19 pandemic.  
They have worked harder than ever before.  Put in more hours than ever 
before.  Worried more about whether or not their students are learning and 
being successful than ever before.  Struggled more than every before.  Had 
more sleepless nights that ever before. 
 Please let them know how much you appreciate the struggles that 
they have gone through this year in order to help you! 
 Please join me this week in thanking them.  You can thank them 
over and over again.  You can even thank them every day.  All I ask, is that 
you make sure they know how much their hard work and dedication is 
appreciated.  Usually, at this time of year, they get lots of hugs and high 
fives.  Things that are restricted at this team, and believe me, these gestures 
of thanks and appreciation are sorely missed.  So, please find a safe way to 
show them that you care and to give them a big THANK YOU.  
 

Thank you for taking care of this for me. 
 

Be Safe and Stay Healthy 
GMHatch 



We want and need our scholars 
back on campus 

Patriot Parents, 

We want and need your children, our scholars, back on campus!  Many students 
are struggling with online remote virtual learning.  There are a minority of 
students who are being as successful on virtual instruction as they were with face 
to face instruction—but that is a small minority.  We have even seen some of our 
top scholars’ grades slip a little bit.  And . . . there are attendance issues.  We have 
numerous scholars who in the past never had issues with attendance suddenly 
having double digit absences.  We have 70 students who have exceeded their 
allowable number of absences for the year who are in danger of being retained 
for not meeting the 90% attendance rule (H.B. 5). 

The best way to bring these grades up, and not get counted absent, is to actually 
be on campus in front of the teacher.  They can do interventions to help these 
students bring up their grades.  I could name multiple students who were failing, 
or close to it, who have now come on campus and are back to being A/B honor 
roll students.  We have students who were having attendance issues who now are 
showing up every day and succeeding. 

Parents, for the sake of your children and their education, please consider 
returning your child to campus for face to face instruction.  We have numerous 
safety protocols, and thank God we have not had a single case of campus spread 
this school year.  We have had three students come to school positive for COVID19 
who were sent home immediately—but none of them caught the virus on campus 
or spread it to another person here on campus.  Our safety systems are working!! 

We need our Patriots to finish strong.  For some that is possible at home, but for 
many it is not!  Please consider bringing your scholars back onto campus.  It has 
proved a godsend for many of our scholars.  Please call Ms Rodriguez 
(9159378006) or Ms Sanchez (9159378001) and let them know that you want to 
bring your child(ren) back and what day they will be returning. 

Thank You for your trust in me and in Benito Martinez Elementary School 

Greg M Hatch, Principal 



Online Registration Time 
Patriot Parents, if you have finished your child’s online registration the a big THANK YOU!!  If 
you haven’t, then I am asking you to please do so ASAP.  We truly do need this information so 
that we can properly plan for the next school year. 

To access the online registration webpage please go to: 

www.sisd.net/onlineregistration 

Here you will find the link to TYLER 360, instructions, and a link to video instructions. 

The most common questions are; 

• What if we are not returning to Benito Martinez next year, do I still need to complete the 
online registration? 

• If you are staying in the Socorro Independent School District then the answer is yes!  
The online registration will follow your child(ren) to their new school. 

• If you are leaving the Socorro Independent School District then the answer is no!  
But, I do need you to call or email our Registrar (Ms Leticia Rodriguez at 9159378006 
or lguill01@sisd.net) and let her know that you are not returning and where you are 
going (so she can get your child’s records ready to send to their new school). 

• What if I am not sure if we are staying or moving? 

• Then yes, please do your online registration.  If you don’t move then your spot is 
reserved for next school year and we will be able to properly schedule your child.  If 
you do move then no harm no foul.  You can always call us up and let us know to 
disregard. 

Parents, I can’t emphasize enough how important this is.  This next year your child will not be 
able to start school if this is not completed.  We will not schedule your child if their 
registration is not complete.  It is not a long process.  Please take a few minutes to complete 
this for your child so that we can be ready to receive them next year! 

http://www.sisd.net/onlineregistration
mailto:lguill01@sisd.net






3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Parents 

Hello and Greetings 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade parents.  STAAR testing season is 

close at hand.  We are getting closer and closer to the 2021 STAAR Testing for 3rd, 

4th, and 5th Grade.  The dates of the testing is as follows: 

May 11th:  3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Math 

May 12th: 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Reading 

May 13th: 5th Grade Science 

May 14th: Make Up Day All Tests 

Below you will find the links for the survey so that you may let us know whether 

or not your child will be coming onto campus those days and taking the test.  

Please be advised, if your child is on campus on the 11th thru the 14th that they 

will test!  Parents, please read the letter from Dr Espinoza on the next page so that 

you know your rights as a parent which will allow you to make an informed and 

educated decision in regards to your child and testing. 

Below you will find the links to the surveys.  Please make sure that you are only 

taking the survey that corresponds to your child’s grade level.  If you have more 

than one child in 3rd, 4th, and or 5th then please fill out a separate survey for 

each child. 

3rd Grade Survey Link 

https://forms.office.com/r/au3jsxMPBd  

4th Grade Survey Link 

https://forms.office.com/r/GHgABPgq2V  

5th Grade Survey Link 

https://forms.office.com/r/V5u0X57AWa  

Thank you for your help, cooperation, and understanding as we move forward 

with testing this school year. 

GMHatch 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/au3jsxMPBd
https://forms.office.com/r/GHgABPgq2V
https://forms.office.com/r/V5u0X57AWa




BENITO ONLINE STORE (Hoodies, T-Shirts, and Masks) 

https://www.companycasuals.com/BenitoMartinez/start.jsp 

OPENING UP THE PLAYGROUND 
Patriot Parents; 

Please be advised, that in cooperation with our District Safety 
Committee, we will be opening up our playground.  We will be 
enforcing all safety rules and regulations.  There will be: 

 individual monitoring to make sure that students maintain safe 
distancing 

 hand sanitizing stations at all of the open playgrounds 

 sanitizing of equipment (hula hoops, jump ropes, etc.) between use 
by different students 

 intramural soccer with no hands except for the goalie who will wear 
gloves 

 benches for students who want to sit and read  

 Etc. 

As we attempt to safely return to as normal as possible we want to 
ensure you that the safety of your children is our number one priority. 
Kids need to run, play, and socialize.  It is our goal to meet all of our 
scholars’ needs and to make sure we do it with safety in the forefront 
of our minds, procedures, and policies. 

https://www.companycasuals.com/BenitoMartinez/start.jsp
https://www.companycasuals.com/BenitoMartinez/start.jsp


PATRIOTS READ! 

PATRIOTS, WHAT ARE YOU READING THIS 

WEEK? 

Mr Hatch is reading “Ocean Prey” by John 
Sanford 
 
 

Mr Aguirre (SPED Teacher) is reading “Live 
Free or Die” by Sean Hannity 

 

Ms Melero (SPED Teacher) is reading “Teach 
Like Your Hair’s on Fire” by Rafe Esquith 
 

Ms Delgadillo (SPED Teacher) is reading “In 
An Instant” by Suzanne Fedfearn 
 

Ms Quintana (SPED Teacher) is reading 
“This is Not a Test” by Jose Luis Vilson 
 

Ms Escontrias (SPED Diagnostician) is 
reading “Wolfpack” by Amy Wambach 

   Scholars, what are you reading? 



Message from our Nurse 
The SchoolMed Telemedicine Program is a school-based telehealth program that 

provides students and families access to high-quality care. Once registered, 

students can be virtually treated at school under the care of a licensed 

pediatrician. Students can be evaluated, diagnosed, and treated in my own school 

nurse's office at school! Some of the services provided are Strep, Covid-19, and 

Influenza testing. Your child can also receive telecare from home with hours from 

8 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Sunday (even on holidays). Most visits are little to no cost. 

Tricare plans, Texas children's Medicaid plans, and commercial insurance plans are 

accepted. A self-pay option is also available. Click here: SchoolMed for more 

information and to register for the SchoolMed Telemedicine Program.  

https://virtualcarefamilies.com/schoolmed/


Parents, please make sure that your children are 
logging into their TEAMs Classes daily.  If you are 
having technical issues please make sure you contact 
the teacher immediately.  There must be evidence of 
engagement in the lesson or your child will be counted 
absent for the day.  The teachers must receive proof 

of engagement in order to count them present! 

TECHNOLOGY TROUBLES 

If you are having troubles with SISD 
issued technology please contact our 
Librarian, Ms Tellez, at 937-8014 or     

937-8015 to help you troubleshoot minor 
issues (ie accessing apps, TEAMs issues, 

password issues, etcl) 

FOR MORE COMPLEX TECHNOLOGY 
ISSUES (ie Camera/Microphone/

Touchpad not working, Screen issues, 
etc.) Please: 

1. Call Ms Tellez and set up an 
appointment to drop off the computer 
for repair 

2. At that scheduled appointment time 
please bring by the malfunctioning 
device and the school will issue you a 
loaner computer 

 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT 
TECHNOLOGY APPOINTMENTS WILL 

NO LONGER BE DONE AT THE 
DISTRICT LEVEL.  ALL 

APPOINTMENTS WILL NOW BE DONE 
HERE AT BENITO MARTINEZ 

ELEMENTARY. 

DEVICE CARE 

• Wash your hands before use 

• Keep food and drinks away from the 
device at all times 

• Be careful when moving the device 
from one place to another 

• Close the laptop before moving 

• Use two hands 

• Don’t pick up the laptop by the 
screen 

• Walk and keep the device in 
front of your body 

• Keep the device clean by using a dry 
cloth or a baby wipe 

• While in class 

• Keep the device on a large flat 
surface 

• Be gentle with the keyboard, 
hitting the same button over 
and over again will not make it 
work faster 

• In the evening make sure you shut 
down the device, close the screen, 
and plug it in so that it will be 
charged for tomorrow 



Student, Faculty, and Staff Safety 

Patriot Parents, as we already have a small number of students on campus, and are planning for our next 

group of students to join us at a future date based on the Data, we must keep a keen eye on our health, 

safety, and cleanliness procedures.  Please be advised that every student, faculty member, and staff 

member will be required to take a wellness check each and every day prior to entering the building.  Please 

look above for instructions to conduct the ESWIPE for your child prior to bringing them onto campus.  You 

can also click on the link below for a video tutorial.  Please help all us out, please remember to ESWIPE 

your student daily, and PLEASE do not bring your child onto campus if they are feeling ill.   

Thank you 

ESWIPE Video Tutorial Link:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_3WvWggZ98 

B E N I T O  M A R T I N E Z  

E L E M E N T A R Y  

S C H O O L  

M A Y  3 ,  2 0 2 1   



 

Patriot Parents, 

The Region 19 Return to School Safety Zone Plan expired at midnight on January 31st.  Region 
19, like the rest of the state, has now returned to Face to Face learning.  Even though the Plan 
has officially expired we will still be looking at the Region 19 Hospitalization Rate to guide us 
as we bring more and more scholars back onto campus.  For the week of May 3rd thru May 
7th we will be in the  zone. This is determined on Wednesday of the previous week and 
on that day we were in the  zone.  It has taken us a long time to get here, but we are 
finally here in .  It will be great seeing more young smiling faces back on campus. To 
those parents who chose traditional instruction for your child but have changed your mind 
and want them back on campus then please reach out to Mr Hatch to discuss options for your 
child. You can find the current Region 19 status at http://www.epstrong.org/schools.php 

http://www.epstrong.org/schools.php


Patriots, Patriot Parents, and Family Members 

In order to function more efficiently during our Remote Learning Time we are asking that all parents and family 

members to follow some simple online etiquette rules to ensure a safe and conducive learning environment for all 

of our scholars. 

These simple online etiquette rules are: 

1. Always be respectful to each and every person logged into the Microsoft Teams stream 

• Treat others the way you would want to be treated. 

2. Grace is important, please be forgiving. 

3. Let your child be the student: 

• We want and need to know what our students know and understand.  We realize that it is hard to 

watch your kids struggle and it is only natural that you want to help and support your child.  But giving 

them answers and helping them during tests and quizzes hampers our ability to know what we need 

to re-teach . 

• Let your child ask and answer the questions. 

• Treat the online classroom as if your child is sitting in our brick and mortar building. 

• Parents, please understand that this does not mean to abandon your child(ren) and leave them 

unsupported.  Please keep an eye on them, be there to show support and encouragement, help them 

(especially if they are early childhood) to navigate to the different websites and online activities that 

the teacher is requesting of them. 

4. Avoid unnecessary distractions 

5. Wear proper attire 

• Take into account what is visible from your child’s camera. 

• Nothing that is in the field of the computer camera or microphone is private. 

6. Please help your child to be on time for all of their classes. 

7. Choose a good location for your child that will: 

• Avoid unnecessary distractions 

• Allow some semblance of privacy so they and their classmates are protected against anything else 

that might be occurring in the house.  Make learning time a whole household priority. 

8. If you do experience or witness a faux pas, please downplay it as much as possible.  Do not bring attention to 

it.  If you make a big deal it will highlight the situation and take away from learning opportunities for all 

students. 

9. If you have concerns then please contact the teacher privately through class dojo.  Please do not express your 

concerns to the online class as it will disrupt the learning and take away precious learning time from all 

children. 

 

Please be advised that the SISD School Board has approved the following: 

Socorro ISD shall comply with state required instructional minutes during remote learning.  Disruptions to the 

virtual class setting shall be documented and addressed with the parent by the teacher and/or school 

administration via telephone conference or at a scheduled appointment.  Concerns shall not be addressed during 

the virtual class meeting.  Parents are encouraged to schedule an appointment with the teacher to address 

concerns during the teacher’s conference period.  Continued disruption of the virtual class setting by a parent may 

result in a Trespass Warning.  Parent complaints/grievances shall be addressed in accordance to policy FNG

(LOCAL). 




