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Department of Fine Arts

Return to Campus
Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked Questions?

As with all COVID-19 plans, it is important to note that details may be subject to change
pending the state of our local community health and new guidance issued by national, state,
and local authorities as we approach the first day of school.
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Will lockers and equipment storage be accessible during practice?
Students with large equipment/instruments will be permitted to use the storage
lockers. Students with small instruments/equipment will be asked to take their
equipment with them to class. Until further notice, dance programs will not suit
out; therefore, no use of the locker rooms will be permitted.
May we have water available on site for students.
No, students and staff will be required to bring their own water for rehearsals.
Are students required to have a physical on file with the school district in order to
participate in activities?
Yes, all HS Band, Flags and Dance students will be required to have a physical
on file from the previous year in order to participate. If one is not on file from this
year or last year, a student is required to submit a physical. All students must
submit a Medical History form annually. All forms are available from their
directors. Please refer to the following guidelines concerning physicals for 20202021. UIL Physical Guidelines for 2020 – 2021.
Will there be a normal Fall Season?
Marching Bands, Flag teams, Drill teams will participate in home football games
only. All competitive marching contests have been canceled throughout the
region.
Can students conduct off site sectionals or practice on their own time?
No, all practices must be conducted on site under the supervision of their
directors. Students are encouraged to practice socials distancing at all times
even while off of campus to maintain the safety and integrity of their cohorts.
What does self-screening involve?
All students and staff will be required to submit an online daily screening
questionnaire (ESwipe). Anyone acknowledging having any of the symptoms on
the questionnaire must remain home and not come on campus. Upon arrival, all
parties will take a daily temperature check.
Who will be responsible for keeping track of the daily screening logs (ESwipe)?
Each program director shall be responsible for keeping a digital log of each staff
member and student cohorts daily screening logs.
When can programs begin in person practice?
“Friday Night Lights” participants (Band/Flags/Dance/Choir for National
Anthem) may begin before and after school practice beginning September
14th.
When can all other programs begin before and afterschool practice?
Anticipated start date for all other programs is October 19th (After intersession or
when students return to in person instruction). If students continue virtual
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learning, we will revisit anticipated start dates for before and afterschool
activities.
Will students be allowed to practice indoors?
Programs are permitted to practice indoors. Band, Choir, Theater, Dance can
only practice in 30 minute intervals indoors with a 1 hour break in between.
Are there time limits for outdoor practice?
Band, Choir, Theater, Dance may practice in 45 minute intervals with a 5 minute
break in between.
Are students required to wear a mask at all times?
Yes, all students are required to wear a mask at all times even while practicing.
Masks are required for outdoor practice as well. Mask breaks will be provided
throughout the activity.
How will band students practice with masks?
Students shall have a dedicated “band mask” in which a slit can be cut in the
middle to provide access for the mouthpiece. Directors will provide guidance to
students.
Are bell covers required for brass instruments?
Yes, bell covers are required for both indoor and outdoor practice. Various
options for purchase or “do it yourself” are available. Directors will provide more
guidance.
Which activities have been canceled?
At this time, the only activity that has been “canceled” is fall marching band
contests. All other activities/events are still scheduled as planned. Many events
will or have already transitioned to a virtual environment.
Are there social distancing requirements for Fine Arts?
All students must maintain social distancing of 6ft apart at all times. Indoor social
distancing recommendations for band, choir, theater, dance are 10ft apart
while “actively” practicing. Outdoor distancing: Dance, Band, Theater must
remain 7.5 ft apart (yard-line/4 spot). Choirs must remain 10ft apart outdoors.
How will students pick up equipment?
Each campus will designate equipment distribution days for their programs. It is
recommended that this be a contactless process. Teachers will place
instruments in the trunks or backseats of vehicles.
How will rental fees be paid?
It is recommended that each campus include rental fees in their campus
webstore to provide online payment options. No in person payments will be
accepted until students return to campus.
How will rental cards be signed and turned in?
Rental cards will be signed and turned in digitally to avoid in person contact.
How will students be tested or fitted for their instruments?
Directors will provide virtual guidance to fit and test students for the appropriate
instrument.
Will art students be allowed to use the classroom materials, once they return to in
person instruction?
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Classroom materials can be used, but cannot be shared. All equipment must be
sanitized and disinfected before it is used by another student.
What if students can't afford the required individual art supply kits?
Techers will work with students and families on a case by case basis.
Will we continue to have art exhibitions and receptions?
SISD art contests will continue in a virtual format until further notice.
Will students continue to participate in local, state, and national contests?
At this time no overnight out of town travel is permitted. The majority of Fine Arts
events have shifted to a virtual format. Students will continue to participate in all
virtual contests.
Will theater performances be in person or online? Can they still charge?
Until further notice, all performances will be conducted virtually. Theater programs
may continue to charge for admission for in person or virtual performances (many
playwrights/publishers charge programs for permission to perform their work and
require admission costs).
Will there still be community dance performances?
All SISD theaters are closed to outside organizations until further notice.
How will transportation to events be handled?
At this time, the only travel permitted are organizations participating in local fall
football games. All organizations will follow SISD Transportation safety guidelines.
Are group projects allowed?
No in person group projects are permitted that require the sharing of supplies.
Group projects may be conducted virtually.
Can we have presenters visit classes?
Campus principals shall have final authority of any visitors or presenters on the
campus. It is encouraged that any presenters or visitors do so in a virtual manner.
Can we have field trips?
All in person field trips will be postponed until permission is granted by SISD. Virtual
field trips may be conducted.
Will students be allowed to fundraise?
Please reach out to your campus principal for more information regarding when
you may begin fundraising.

