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Background Information 
Purpose A Digital Writing Showcase to highlight 21st Century Literacy skills by encouraging 

writing across the curriculum.  

Listen to Talk Radio http:///media.ncte.org/library/audio/53319905-0941-483f-846f-

2e57f6635925.mp3  
 

eBooks & eResources 
Cool Stuff for Reading and Writing Scheunemann, Pam. Cool Stuff For Reading & Writing. Edina, 

Minn: Abdo Publishing, 2012. eBook K-8 Collection (EBSCOhost). 

Web. 

Great ideas for creating a writing MakerSpace. Requires 

username/password 
 

Videos and Multimedia 
Why Write A 3 minute compilation of reasons people shared for why they write. 

Writing Process Animation A 13 minute video covering the importance of writing. The focus is 

specifically for writing a blog. 

Scott McCloud: The visual 

magic of comics 

From 2005, a 17 minute Ted Talk explaining the history of comics as it 

moves into the digital age. 
 

Search Suggestions 
Exact phrases “national day on writing” 

Hashtags #WhyIWrite 

Google Shortcuts A visual of Google search shortcut formats.  
 

Educator Resources 
Write Now! Empowering 

Writers in Today’s K-6 

Classroom 

Ganske, Kathy. Write Now! Empowering Writers In Today's K-6 

Classroom. Newark: International Reading Association, 2014. eBook K-

8 Collection (EBSCOhost). Web. 

Discover modern ideas for engaging students to write, including 

digital writing. Requires username/password. 

How Can I Get Involved? Explore a list of tips and ideas for how to get involved with the 

National Day of Writing. 

A Range of Writing Across the 
Content Areas 

Providing information on how students should write about the 

information they are learning about across the curriculum and not in 

isolation. 
  

http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://media.ncte.org/library/audio/53319905-0941-483f-846f-2e57f6635925.mp3
http://media.ncte.org/library/audio/53319905-0941-483f-846f-2e57f6635925.mp3
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=e860xna&AN=394843&site=ehost-live&ebv=EB&ppid=pp_6
http://blogs.ncte.org/index.php/2015/10/write/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1pnpL8295E
http://www.ted.com/talks/scott_mccloud_on_comics
http://www.ted.com/talks/scott_mccloud_on_comics
http://journalistsresource.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/GoogleSearchShortcuts.jpg
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=e860xna&AN=817860&site=ehost-live&ebv=EB&ppid=pp_117
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=e860xna&AN=817860&site=ehost-live&ebv=EB&ppid=pp_117
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=e860xna&AN=817860&site=ehost-live&ebv=EB&ppid=pp_117
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting/involve
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/range-writing-across-content-areas
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/range-writing-across-content-areas
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Technology 
Mindmapping Tools 

Bubbl.us is an online resource to organize brainstorming or managing ideas. Free. Registration 

required. 

Mindmeister is a good resource that allows you to collaborate online through the writing 

process. Free. Registration required. 

Padlet is a tool for collaborating ideas. Free. Registration required. 

Mindmup is a completely free min mapping online tool. Free. Registration required to save. 

Online Publishing Tools 

Online Writing Tools an overview of different resources to use for writing with technology. 

Magazines: 

Flipsnack allows you to publish online magazines or flipbooks. Free. Requires registration. 

Webpages: 

Thimble by Mozilla a variety of templates and lessons to support writing and learning basic code. 

Digital Books: 

Storybird is a tool that allows you to read and share your work and use their art to enhance it. Free. 

Requires registration. 

My Storybook an easy to use website that allows you to create your story in a digital format. Free. 

Requires registration. 

Newspaper: 

The Newspaper Clipping Generator is a nice tool that will take whatever you write and make it look 

like you cut it out of a newspaper. Free. No registration required. 

Comics: 

Pixton Comics Click-n-Drag Comics, a patented technology that makes creating comics on the web 

easier. Registration Required. 

MakeBeliefsComix An easy to use instant comic strip (2 to 4 panes at a time). Includes backgrounds 

and characters to add and save. Lesson ideas and educator support provided.  
ComicMaster: Graphic Novel Creator A longer, more complete story board with super hero themes. 

Registration required. 

ToonDoo A drag-drop or click tool to create comic strips. Requires registration. 

Office 365: 

Sway can be accessed directly or through your my.sisd.net Apps. This visual tool allows you to 

organize and access photos to supplement your writing. You can then share your work through a 

personalized link. 

Office Mix is an add-on for PowerPoint that allows you to create video tutorials within your 

presentation. This is great for presenting how-to writing samples. 
 

Social Media 
#WhyIWrite Every October 20, NCTE celebrates the importance, joy, and evolution of writing 

through a tweetup, using the hashtag #WhyIWrite and events hosted by 

thousands of educators across the country. 

http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
https://bubbl.us/
https://www.mindmeister.com/
https://padlet.com/
https://www.mindmup.com/#m:new
http://eduscapes.com/electronic/12.htm
https://www.flipsnack.com/
https://thimble.mozilla.org/en-US/
https://storybird.com/
https://www.mystorybook.com/books/new
https://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp
https://www.pixton.com/
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/
http://www.comicmaster.org.uk/
http://www.toondoo.com/
https://sway.com/my
https://mix.office.com/en-us/Home
https://twitter.com/hashtag/whyiwrite
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Sample Projects 
Ask youth to create a comic on the topic of digital citizenship dealing with an important teen issue 

such as texting and driving, privacy, use of passwords, social networks, copyright, etc. Check out a 

Pixton example below. 

 

 

 

http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.pixton.com/
http://eduscapes.com/electronic/images/comic1 (1).jpg

