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MLA Style, 8th edition 
A Tip Sheet for MLA Citations 

 
The following citation examples are based on the format described in the MLA Handbook (8th ed.). Please 
refer to the handbook for more details and guidelines about documenting sources in MLA style.  
 
General notes about MLA Works Cited 

o MLA uses the following “Core Elements” for all citations: Author. Title of source. Title of 
container, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, Publication date, Location. For 
our examples, we will use more precise language to describe which elements to include, but you 
should familiarize yourself with the language MLA uses.  

o MLA designates “Containers.” A container is a source that holds other sources. For example, a 
library database contains journals which contain articles.   

o When using the library’s search tools, there may be times that you are unsure which database a 
resources is coming from. For example, when using OneSearch it may be unclear which database 
OneSearch is pulling from. When in doubt, look for the database vendor’s logo (e.g. EBSCOhost, 
ProQuest, etc.) and use their name as the database. (Note: OneSearch is a search tool that 
searches across many database at once, but it is not itself a database.)  

o The “Location” of an online resource can be identified with either a doi, permalink, or URL. If 
there is a doi, use it as the location in your citation. Alternatively, if there is no doi, use the 
permalink (second choice) or the URL from the web address bar (third choice). All URLs should 
be written without http:// or https://, and when wrapping, URLs can be broken at punctuation (e.g. 
slashes, dashes, periods, etc.) 

o Dates in a reference should be in the Day Month Year format, and should be given as fully as 
they appear in the source. Additionally, the months with more than four letters in them should be 
abbreviated. For example: 16 Dec. 2013  

o If an article is only one page long, use p. instead of pp. 
o If an element (e.g. page range) is not available, it should be omitted from the citation. 

 
Books and how to format author/editor names 
 
Print book by multiple authors (two authors):  
Authors. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication date.  
 
Hampton, Delon, and Bob Keefe. A Life Constructed: Reflections on Breaking Barriers and Building 

Opportunities. Purdue UP, 2013.  

Print book by multiple authors (three or more authors):  
First author, et al. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication date. 
 
Smith, Joe, et al. My Summer Vacation. Cornell UP, 2010.  
 
Print book with an author and an editor:  
Author(s). Title of Book. Edited by Editor’s name(s). Publisher, Publication date.  

Smith, Joe. My Summer Vacation. Edited by Ellen Farmer. Cornell UP, 2010.  
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eBooks and how to cite authored chapters in edited books 
 
eBook from a library subscription database or website:  
Give the print publication information, if available, followed by the name of the database or website. 
 
Author(s). Title of Book. Publisher, Publication date. Name of Database/Website, doi/permalink/URL. 

Hendricks, Barbara. Lifting my Voice: A Memoir. Independent Publishers Group, 2014. EBSCOhost, 

vlib.excelsior.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/ 

login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=773880&site=eds-live&scope=site. 

Authored chapter/article from an eBook with editor(s):  
If the chapter does not have a separate author, then cite it as a whole eBook like the example above. 
 
Author(s). “Chapter Title.” Book Title, edited by Editor’s name(s). Publisher, Publication date. Name of 

Database, doi/permalink/URL. 

Kronman, Anthony T. “The Law as a Profession.” Ethics in Practice: Lawyers' Roles, Responsibilities, 

and Regulation, edited by Deborah L. Rhode, Oxford UP, 2003. EBSCOhost, 

vlib.excelsior.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/ 

login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=133769&site=eds-live&scope=site. 

Journal articles 
 
Journal article found in print: 
Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Journal, Volume, Issue, Publication date, page(s).  
 
Li, Zhongyi, and Hao Wang. “Ocean Wave Simulation Based On Wind Field.” Plos ONE, vol. 11, no. 1, 

25 Jan. 2016, pp. 1-15. 

Journal article from a library database: 
Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Journal, Volume, Issue, Publication date, page(s). Name of 

Database. doi/permalink/URL. 

Turbow, David J., and Julie Evener. “Norming a VALUE Rubric to Assess Graduate Information Literacy 

Skills.” Journal of the Medical Library Association, vol. 104, no. 3, 2016, pp. 209-214. CINAHL 

Plus with Full Text, doi:10.3163/1536-5050.104.3.005. 
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Magazine and newspaper articles 
 
Print magazine article: 
Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine, Publication date, page(s).  
 
Smith, Joe. “My Summer Vacation.” Travel Weekly. 4 Dec. 2012, pp. 10-12.  
 
Print newspaper article: 
Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Newspaper [City if not part of name], Publication date, page(s).  
 
Wilson, Jack. “Explore City Hall Options: Council Right to Put Current Plan on Hold.” The Register-

Guard [Eugene], 20 July 2016, p. A6. 

Magazine/newspaper article from a library database: 
Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine/newspaper, Publication date, page(s) if available. Name of 

Database, doi/permalink. 

Zarya, Valentina. “Oprah Winfrey's Focus Returns to Her First True Love: Television.” Fortune, 12 July 

2016. Business Source Complete, vlib.excelsior.edu/login?url=http:// 

search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=bth&AN=116797083&site=eds-

live&scope=site 

Magazine/newspaper article from a website: 
Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine/Newspaper, Publication date. doi/permalink/URL. 

Drabold, Will. “Scientists Say Failure to Pass Zika Funding Already Hurting Research.” TIME, 15 July 

2016. time.com/4407717/zika-funding-congress/ 

Websites 
 
Entire website with an organization as author: 
Organization. Title of Website. Copyright or last updated date, URL.  
 
Modern Language Association. The MLA Style Center: Writing Resources from the Modern Language 

Association. 2016, style.mla.org. 

Article or posting from a website: 
Author(s). “Title of the Work.” Title of Website, Copyright or last updated date, URL. 

Mabillard, Amanda. “Shakespeare's Siblings.” Shakespeare Online, 12 Sept. 2000, www.shakespeare-

online.com/biography/shakespearesiblings.html. 
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General notes about in-text citations 
In-text citations are used in the body of research papers and presentations. For example, if your paper 
includes quoted or paraphrased passages from outside sources, then you’ll want to include an in-text 
citation at the end of each instance of quoted/paraphrased text and a full citation in your list of works 
cited at the end of the paper. In-text citations for images and videos should be placed directly below or 
beside the media. In-text citations generally include the author’s last name and a page number, so that 
your audience can then use this information to find the full citation in your list of works cited. 

Basic in-text citation format with a page number: [Note: do not include any punctuation] 

 (Smith 25) 

Basic in-text citation format without a page number: 
If the passage you are citing comes from a source without page numbers, such as a website, either list the 
author’s name only, or include the paragraph number preceded by the abbreviation “par.”, the section 
number preceded by the abbreviation “sec.”, or the appropriate section heading. [Please note: include a 
comma between the author’s name and the par/sec abbreviation] 

 (Smith).  

(Smith, par. 4). 

In-text citation format when the author is an organization: When you give the organization name in 
parentheses, abbreviate common words in the name: “Assn.,” “Dept.,” “Natl.,” “Soc.,” and so on. 

(Modern Language Assn. 2). 

In-text citation format when the author is unknown: 
If the author is unknown, give a short form of the title in parentheses. Titles of books are italicized; titles 
of articles are put in quotation marks. 

 (“Automatically”). 

In-text citation for a direct quote: 

 “Environmental factors contribute as much as 80% to cases of obesity” (Lee 5). 

In-text citation for paraphrased text: 

 Limited physical activity is a major contributor to cases of obesity (Lee 5). 

In-text citation for images: 

 
(Excelsior College Library, fig. 1) 

In-text citation for videos and audio: Note the time range used in the in-text citation. 

(Frontline 01:16:01-21:03) 
 
Note: The in-text citation examples above are just the tip of the iceberg. Please refer to the MLA Manual 
for additional examples of MLA in-text citations  
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