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OPERATION COLLEGE BOUND
SOCORRO ISD

The right choice for ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES.

Dear Team SISD,
We are proud to offer
all students in the
Socorro Independent
School District endless
opportunities for a
lifetime of success in
college, careers and beyond! Our team
of outstanding educators, administrators,
Board of Trustees, support staff, volunteers,
and community members works hard to
educate and treat every student as if
they are our own children.
Our teamwork and laser-sharp focus on
academic excellence has resulted in
tremendous success for our students! For
the third consecutive year, Team SISD
surpassed the state average in all 17 STAAR
exams and by an even larger margin in
spite of increased passing standards.
Over the last four years, the state has
increased 13 cumulative percentage
points, whereas SISD has jumped 136
percentage points in the grade 3-8 STAAR
exams.

2015 Texas Honor Board
2015 Region 19 Board of the Year
Recognized H-E-B Excellence in Education School Board

SOCORRO ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Socorro ISD Board of Trustees consists of seven elected citizens
who work with community leaders, families, and educators
to develop sound educational policies that support student
achievement and ensure the solvency of the district. They have been
named twice as the Region 19 Board of the Year in 2012 and 2015.
The SISD Board also earned the prestigious title of 2015 Texas Honor
Board, being recognized for their commitment to their students
and community, a continued focus on student achievement and
improvement, and high ethical standards in governing the school
district. Together, they are a strong and cohesive team that helps
the district continuously set and achieve new levels of excellence.
Five of the trustees represent single-member districts and two are
elected at-large.

Team SISD’s great progress has garnered
widespread recognition with accolades,
such as the Region 19 Board of the Year,
Texas Honor Board, HEB Education in
Excellence district finalist, and the Region
19 Superintendent of the Year. We are
humbled to earn these awards, and
attribute the success to our students,
teachers, parents, and staff who have
worked tirelessly to Achieve Success as a
Team!
Our commitment is to continue on a
path to greatness offering our students
endless opportunities in Pre-Kindergarten,
dual credit, advanced academics, fine
arts, athletics, career and technical
education, and so much more. Thank
you to everyone in Team SISD for your
continued support and for helping us
ensure every student succeeds!

Gary Gandara
Board President

Paul Guerra
Board Vice President

Cynthia Ann Najera
Board Secretary

Respectfully,

José Espinoza, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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Hector F. Gonzalez
Trustee

Michael A. Najera
Trustee

Antonio ‘Tony’ Ayub
Trustee

Angelica Rodriguez
Trustee
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Vision
Tomorrow’s Leaders Learning Today

Mission
The mission of the Socorro Independent School
District is to optimize our students’ academic,
artistic, athletic, and interpersonal skills.
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STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

46,000 95%
TREATING & EDUCATING

STUDENTS

MINORITY

20.8%

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE LEARNERS

3,060 STUDENTS FROM MILITARY FAMILIES

70.9%

STUDENTS ELIGIBLE
FOR FREE OR REDUCED PRICE LUNCH

5,549
HIGHLY QUALIFIED
EFFECTIVE STAFF

Teachers

NOTABLE NUMBERS
Student attendance rate

Graduation rate (Class of 2015)
Number of graduates in 2016
Scholarships and grants earned
by graduates (Class of 2016)

2,492

Central administration

Professional support

572

Educational aides

Campus administration

140

Auxiliary staff

96.3%
87.9%
3,182
$36.9 million

36
303
2,006

Met Standard
Campuses that Met Standard
45
Campuses that did not meet standard
0
Number of Distinction Designations
140
Schools that earned Distinction
6
District accountability rating

Designations in every category

*Data based on 2015-2016 Texas Academic Performance Review
Socorro Independent School District
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The innovative WIN Academy is a one-ofa-kind program that was implemented
through the vision and leadership of SISD
Superintendent Dr. José Espinoza. Dr.
Espinoza used his firsthand experience
as a vulnerable child and legendary
educator Jaime Escalante’s teaching
approach to develop an education
system that helps all children to overcome
obstacles and reach their full potential
now and in the future.
The WIN Academy started at 10 schools
in 2015-2016 and was expanded in 20162017 to six more schools. The program
ensures SISD students who struggle in
a traditional education setting receive
more learning time via nine-hour school
days Monday through Thursday with a
double dose of reading and math, more
resources including a digital device and
digital curriculum, and more personalized
learning with a teacher who loops with
them for multiple years. WIN teachers,
students, and parents have pledged to
Work hard, have an “I can do it” attitude,
and Never give up.

The WIN Academy was awarded an
$800,000 grant by the prestigious
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
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A review of data over the same period
the previous year, for the same students
shows that the WIN Academy has made
a profound impact on the trajectory of
the program’s students – attendance
is up, reports of discipline incidents are
down, and academic performance is
rising.
“I have seen a lot of growth in my students,
and not just academically. They come and
tell me ‘this is working for me.’ They are seeing
it for themselves and learning that hard
work pays off. They can see the potential in
themselves. That’s what WIN is all about.”

- Cecilia Perez, WIN Academy Teacher
In addition, the WIN Academy has gained
widespread recognition with abundant
news stories; coverage on statewide
education sites, including an article by Dr.
Espinoza about the WIN Academy being
named the top Raise Your Hand Texas
story of 2016; numerous awards, such as
SISD being named an HEB Excellence in
Education finalist based largely on its WIN
Academy success, the NSPRA Award of
Excellence for a WIN Academy video,
and the Texas ASCD 2016 FL Elder Award
for Outstanding Reporting in Education
based on a series of articles explaining the
strategies and effectiveness of the WIN
Academy.

WIN
Academy
WIN Academy

2015-2016 Average
Attendance Data
2015-2016
ADA Daily
Data
•

•

•

WIN Academy students’
attendance improved by .47
for the school year 2015-2016.

100.00

A WIN Academy student
attends school for 43 hours and
30 minutes per week, whereas
students in traditional classes
attend school for 37 hours and
30 minutes per week.

98.00

Additionally, WIN Academy
students attend school during
intersession, summer school,
and on designated Saturdays
throughout the year.

92.00

97.35%

97.82%

96.00

ADA 14-15
ADA 15-16

94.00

90.00

•

WIN Academy students’
attendance improved by .47
for the school year 2015-2016.

•

A WIN Academy student
attends school for 43 hours and
30 minutes per week, whereas
students in traditional classes
attend school for 37 hours and
30 minutes per week.

•

WIN Academy
WIN Academy
Student Performance – Closing the Gap
Student Performance - Closing the Gap
85
80

Additionally, WIN Academy
students attend school during
intersession, summer school,
and on designated Saturdays
throughout the year.

“The biggest difference
has been (my son’s)
confidence level. He has so
much more confidence, he
believes in himself. I believe
that the WIN Academy is
going to end up turning
into the regular curriculum
for all schools because it
just works so much better.”

- Debbie Portillo,
WIN Academy Parent

72

62

2015

2016
WIN

ALL

Looking at the comparable tests of Math and Reading, which all WIN and general population students took in 20142015 and 2015-2016, WIN students’ performance grew twice the rate of the district overall score; effectively making
significant progress in closing the achievement gap. Overall, comparing the same accountability standards, grades
3-8 student performance increased from 80 to 85 percent whereas WIN students jumped from 62 to 72 percent.

“I finally go home and say
that I had a great day at
school. I attend school every
day and work hard, have
an “I can do it” attitude,
and never give up. You (Dr.
Espinoza) understand our
way of learning and made
the correct change to help
us all.”

- Simon Ranferi Ubanda,
WIN Student
Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound
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ADVANCED
ACADEMIES
The Socorro ISD continuously seeks ways to prepare
all students to be college and career ready upon
graduating from high school. From the early stages
of their educational career, students in the district are
challenged and encouraged to continually broaden
their horizons and prepare to become productive
citizens of the community.
Meeting the goals of producing 21st century citizens
and graduating students ready to successfully
compete in a global economy, the district offers
diverse high school opportunities for students. Each of
SISD’s six comprehensive high schools offer unique
learning models tailored to meet students’ specific
needs and support their educational and career
aspirations. Known as advanced academies, these
innovative curricular courses of study provide students
with the opportunity to:
•

experience the rigor, depth, and intensity of
college-level work while in high school;

•

reduce the duplication of courses taken in high
school and college;

•

shorten the time needed to complete
an undergraduate degree or vocational
certification;

•

save money on college tuition and fees
textbooks, housing, and transportation;

•

increase their opportunities in the competition
for college admissions, scholarships, and jobs in
the workforce.

From science and mathematics to a global study of
humanity and society, the advanced academies
prepare students to thrive in the ever-changing global
economy. Enrollment for the academies is open to all
Socorro ISD students.
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LIBERTAS
AMERICAS HIGH SCHOOL

The Libertas Academy is designed to prepare students for
college and career-readiness in the fields of public administration,
government, and the law. Americas High School has a notable
reputation for success with their Mock Trial Team, as well as with their
Speech & Debate Team, making it an excellent school to offer these
pathways. In addition, involvement from various community members
and organizations, (to include El Paso District Attorney Jaime Esparza),
makes the academy a world-class opportunity for SISD students.
Humanties (English & Social Studies) is the focus of study for this
program, as well as student involvement in community internships and
civic engagement. Students in the Libertas Academy are taught to
effectively advocate for themselves and others.

Libertas Academy provides the direction and dual credit
opportunities for students to work toward earning an

ASSOCIATES OF ARTS IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE
OR ASSOCIATES OF ARTS IN PHILOSOPHY
Real-world experiences and hands-on learning
Libertas Academy partners with various law firms and government
offices giving students real-world learning experiences at various sites.
• Texas State Representative Mary Gonzalez
• Law Office of Danny Razo
• Reyes Law Firm
• Law Offices of Leonard Morales
• El Paso County Attorney’s Office Judge Ligon and Assistant
County Attorney Carey Antwine
• El Paso Sheriff’s Office
• Mission Ridge Tocando Program
• California Stucco Materials Corporation

Government/Public Administration
Path Schedule
Freshman Year
•
•
•
•

Principles of Government
PAP World Geography
PAP English I
Professional Communication

Sophomore Year
•
•
•

Political Science
PAP/AP World History
PAP English II

Junior Year
•
•
•

Political Science II or Planing
Government
PAP/AP DC U.S. History
PAP/AP/DC English III

Senior Year
•
•
•

Problems and Solutions or Practicum
PAP/AP/DC Government/Economics
PAP/AP DC English IV

Law Path Schedule

Public Administration

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Freshman Year

Introduction to American Law
PAP World Geography
PAP English I
Professional Communication

Freshman Year

Principles of Government
PAP World Geography
PAP English I
Professional Communication

Sophomore Year

Sophomore Year

Junior Year

Junior Year

Senior Year

Senior Year

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Legal Research and Writing
PAP/AP World History
PAP English II

Court Systems and Practices (DC)
PAP/AP DC U.S. History
PAP/AP/DC English III

Trial Advocacy
PAP/AP/DC Government/Economics
PAP/AP/DC English IV

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Political Science I
PAP/AP World History
PAP English II

Revenue, Taxation and Regulation
PAP/AP/DC U.S. History
PAP/AP/DC English III

Problems and Solutions or Practicum
PAP/AP/DC Government
PAP/AP DC English IV
AP Micro Economics
Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound
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SATA

EASTLAKE HIGH SCHOOL

The School of Advanced Technology Applications (SATA) prepares
students to be critical thinkers who are able to use computing to develop
solutions to complex problems. The SATA course sequence is based
on three pillars: 1) Career Readiness, 2) Project Lead the Way, and 3)
Instructor Expertise. Pillar 1 ensures SATA students leave the program with
the skills necessary to produce industry ready applications. Students
utilize problem solving and critical thinking every day as they work
through a project based curriculum. The second pillar, Project Lead The
Way, provides a solid curriculum for students’ first three years in SATA.
The project-based approach in this curriculum allows students to use
their creativity and provide a personal touch to their assignments and
projects. Pillar 3, instructor expertise, is vital to the program’s success
as it allows students to specialize in a computing topic of their interest.
The current team of instructors have diverse computing backgrounds,
which allows students to earn their Independent Studies of Technology
credit in the areas of Cybersecurity, Website Development, Video
Game Development, and Robotics.

The School of Advanced Technology Applications
provides the direction and dual credit opportunities
for students to work toward earning an

ASSOCIATES OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Real-world experiences and hands-on learning
SATA is developing partnerships throughout the El Paso area to give
students real-world experience opportunities.
• Research opportunities with UTEP and EPCC
• Internships and/or shadowing within the SISD’s technology
department, Hewlett Packard, and Lockheed Martin
• Shadowing opportunities with other technology companies and
businesses

Freshman Year

Sophomore Year

Junior Year

Senior Year

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

P/AP Algebra I ,
Geometry
P/AP Biology
English I (rec. P/AP)
World Geography (rec.
P/AP)
Computer Science
Principles*
Health/ Speech
Chinese I (Or other
language)
PE/Athletics

•

•
•
•

P/AP Geometry,
Algebra II
P/AP Chemistry
English II (rec. P/AP)
World History (rec. P/AP)
EPCC Programming
Fundamentals I and II*
Financial Literacy /
Princeton Readiness
Chinese II
PE/Athletics

•

•
•
•

P/AP Algebra II, P/AP
DC or AP Pre Cal
DC or AP Physics
DC English III
DC US History
Scientific Research
and Design or
Cybersecurity*
AP Computer Science
A*
Chinese III
Fine Arts

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
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Discrete Math or DC/AP
Calculus
AP Biology/Physiology/
Anatomy/Food Science/
Forensics
DC English IV
DC Government/AP
Economics
Scientific Research and
Design or Cybersecurity*
EPCC Programming
Fundamentals III and
Computer Organization
and Machine
Language*
Senior Project
Open Elective

IB

EL DORADO HIGH SCHOOL

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring,
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a
better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding
and respect. To this end the organization works with schools,
governments and international organizations to develop challenging
programs of international education and rigorous assessment. These
programs encourage students across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other
people, with their differences, can also be right.

The International Baccalaureate program provides the
direction and dual credit opportunities for students to
work toward earning an

IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
Creativity, Activity, and Service
An IB education aims to develop the awareness, perspectives and
commitments necessary for global engagement. The IB aspires to
empower people to be active learners who are committed to service
with the community. Theory of Knowledge aims to make students aware
of the interpretative nature of knowledge, including personal ideological
biases – whether these biases are retained, revised or rejected.
It offers students the opportunity to:
• Reflect critically on diverse ways of knowing and on areas of knowledge
• Consider the role and nature of knowledge in their own culture, in
the cultures of others and in the wider world.
• Be aware of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to become
more acquainted with the complexity of knowledge
• Recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly
interconnected but uncertain world.
• Provides coherence for the student, by linking academic subject
areas as well as transcending them, and demonstrates the ways
in which the student can apply their knowledge with greater
awareness and credibility.

Freshman Year

Sophomore Year

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

IB PREP English I
IB PREP Foreign
Language
IB PREP World
Geography
IB PREP Biology I
IB PREP Algebra I
IB PREP Geometry
PE
Fine Arts

•
•

IB PREP English II
IB PREP Foreign
Language
IB PREP World History
IB PREP Chemistry
IB PREP Physics
IB PREP Algebra II
Technology Course
PE/Health

Junior Year

Senior Year

•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

IB English
IB Foreign Language
IB History of The
Americas
IB Chemistry or IB
Physics
IB Biology
IB Psychology
IB Mathematics
IB Math Studies
IB Elective (IB Theater,
IB Visual Arts, IB
Psychology, ITGS)
Theory of Knowledge

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

IB English
IB Foreign Language
IB History of The
Americas
IB Chemistry or IB
Physics
IB Biology
IB Psychology
IB Mathematics
IB Math Studies
IB Elective (IB Theater,
IB Visual Arts, IB
Psychology, ITGS)
Theory of Knowledge

Socorro Independent School District
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SYNERGI

4

MONTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

The Montwood High School SYNERGI4 program is a learning community
that utilizes a curriculum that is project based, experiential in nature
and reflects real world applications. This allows students to develop 21st
century skills of competency, collaboration, communication, critical
and creative thinking while earning college credit and graduating
on the Distinguished Plan with STEM Endorsement. Teachers, students
and parents work cooperatively to develop a community of learners in
order to provide a rigorous well-rounded education in preparation for
educational and career opportunities beyond high school.

The SYNERGI4 program provides the direction and
dual credit opportunities for students to work toward
earning an

ASSOCIATES OF SCIENCE IN MATH
Real-world experiences and hands-on learning
SYNERGI4 provides strong partnerships with businesses and universities,
giving students real-world learning through interships and training
opportunities.
• Libre Institute
• Limbs International
• Tech H2O Center
• UTEP
• New Mexico State University
• Texas Tech
• University Medical Center
• White Sands Missle Range

Freshman Year

Sophomore Year

Junior Year

Senior Year

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Pre-AP Algebra 1 or PreAP Geometry
Pre-AP Biology
Pre-AP English 1 or
English 1
AP Human Geography
or PAP World Geography
SYNERGI4 T-STEM
Advisory
Foreign Language
PE or PE Equivalent
PLTW Elective: Intro to
Engineering Design or
Biomedical Science

Summer Session 1:
Academic Enrichment

•

•
•
•
•
•

Pre-AP Geometry or PreAP Algebra 2
Pre-AP Chemistry
Pre-AP English 2 or English 2
AP World History or World
History
SYNERGI4 T-STEM Advisory
Foreign Language II
Elective/Financial Literacy
PLTW Elective:
Digital Electronics or
Human Body Systems

Summer Session 2:
Engineering or Biomedical
Camp

•

•
•
•
•
•

Pre-AP Algebra 2 or PreAP Precalculus
AP Physics 1
AP English 3 or DC English
3 or English 3
AP US History or US History
SYNERGI4 T-STEM
Advisory
Elective
Elective
PLTW Elective:
Principle of Engineering
or Medical Interventions

Summer Session 3:
Internship or Mentorship w/
Local Business

•

•
•
•
•
•

Pre-AP Precalculus or AP
Calculus or DC Calculus
AP Physics 2 or
DC Physics/AP
Biology or DC Biology
or DC Anatomy &
Physiology
AP English 4 or DC English
4 or English 4
AP Govt/Econ or DC
Govt/Econ or Govt/Econ
SYNERGI4 T-STEM
Advisory
Elective
Elective
PLTW Elective:
Engineering Design
& Development or
Biomedical Innovation

Completion of Senior Project
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HPA

SOCORRO HIGH SCHOOL

The Health Professions Academy (HPA) is more than a high school program;
it is a partnership between the SISD, area colleges, universities and healthcare facilities to give students a foundation in health-care professions,
preparing them for entry-level health professions and opportunities for dual
credit. Health care is more than doctors and nurses, there are also engineers,
illustrators, public relations professionals, computer experts and other healthrelated careers. Locally, health care is one of the fastest growing industries
providing well paid, steady jobs. Through intimate classroom instruction and
hands on experiences, HPA prepares students to tackle the rigor and depth
of college work in health professions and provides the option for quick entry
into a health professions career immediately upon graduation.

The Health Professions Academy provides the direction
and dual credit opportunities for students to work toward
earning an

ASSOCIATES OF SCIENCE IN BIOLOGY
Real-world experiences and hands-on learning
HPA has strong partnerships with hospitals, agencies and medical
offices throughout the El Paso area, giving students real-world learning
through rotations at various sites.
• University Medical Center
• Veterinary offices
• Americas High School ILC Medically Fragile Unit
• Del Sol Medical Center
• The Hospitals of Providence East Campus
• Internships at 12 Walgreens locations and three CVS Pharmacy
locations
• Sierra Providence East Student Board of Directors
• Long Term Health Care Facilities

Freshman Year
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Principles of Health Science
Genetic Studies
Body Planes
Nutrition & Wellness
Medical Micro Biology
Health Related Careers
Community Awareness & Pathology
Introduction to Vital Signs
Public Speaking Skills
Health Care Related Communications
Body Systems & Diseases
Medical Terminology & Usage
Infection Control
Ethics and Jurisprudence
First Aid and CPR

Sophomore Year
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health Science
Infection Control & Safety Procedures
Medical & Laboratory Assisting
Physical Therapy & Job Seeking Skills
CPR & First Aid Certification
Nursing Assisting Lab Skills

•
•
•

Veterinary Skills through HOSA contest
Clinical Rotations Readiness
Anatomy & Physiology Science I

Junior Year
•
•

Practicum in Health Science I
Rotations at various sites to include:
- University Medical Center
- Select Veterinary Sites
- Americas HS ILC Medically Fragile Unit
- Del Sol Medical Center
- The Hospitals of Providence East
Campus

Senior Year

Students will apply junior year for senior
choice
Practicum in Health Science II with 3 Choices:
Choice 1
Pharmacy Technician
Opportunity to take the State Exam and
become Certified and Licensed to work
as a Pharmacy Technician

•
•
•

Sterile Products Certification Course
Employed by hospitals, burn centers,
cancer treatment facilities and
many outpatient clinics
Externships at Walgreen’s and CVS
Pharmacy

Choice 2
• Emergency Medical Technician LEVEL I
• Also offers a state exam to be
CERTIFIED as a Level I Emergency
Medical Technician
• Employed by Hospitals, Ambulance
Services, Fire Department, Military &
various industries
• Externship at UMC, Fire Department,
Del Sol Medical Center & 24 Hours on
an Ambulance
Choice 3
Dental Assistant & Radiographer Course
in preparation of exam for Certification
as a Dental Assistant.
• Externships at Eleven Private Dental
Practice Offices
Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound
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SBA

PEBBLE HILLS HIGH SCHOOL

The Sparta Business Academy (SBA) is designed to engage students
in the world of business and finance to prepare them for the college
and career of their choice in the field. The four-year program will help
students work toward an Associate’s of Arts in Accounting, Business,
and Economics through the El Paso Community College. Students
are immersed in coursework, hands-on learning and training to give
them advanced skills and knowledge in subjects such as accounting,
economics, finance and information systems. Aside from the wide
range of curricular courses offered, SBA students also have the
opportunity to meet and shadow community members in the business
industry to gain real-world experience.

The Sparta Business Academy provides the direction
and dual credit opportunities for students to work
toward earning an

ASSOCIATES OF ARTS IN ACCOUNTING,
BUSINESS, AND ECONOMICS
Real-world experiences and hands-on learning
SBA is developing partnerships with businesses and organizations
throughout the El Paso area to give students valuable first hand
experience in the business and finance field.
• GECU mini branch located on Pebble Hills High School campus
• Golden Realty
• El Paso Electric
• Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas-El Paso Branch
• UTEP-College of Business Administration

Freshman Year

Sophomore Year

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Pre-AP English I
Pre-AP Algebra or
Geometry
Pre-AP Biology or Biology
Dual Credit
Pre-AP World
Geography or AP
Human Geography
Principles of Business
Marketing & Finance
Foreign Language (Year
1 Course)
Fine Arts
PE/Athletics/Band

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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Pre-AP English II
Pre-AP Geometry or PreAP Algebra II
Pre-AP Chem or AP
Chem
Pre-AP World History or
AP World History
Business Information
Management I-Dual
Credit
Foreign Language (Year
2 Course)
Professional
Communications-Dual
Credit/Financial Literacy
Heatlh/Athletics/Band

Junior Year

Senior Year

•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

English III Dual Credit or
AP English III
Pre-AP Pre Cal/Dual
Credit or Pre AP Algebra II
Pre-AP Physics or AP
Physics
AP US History or US
History Dual Credit
Micro and Macro
Economics-Dual Credit
Human Resources/
Global Business
Accounting I Dual Credit
Athletics/Band

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AP English IV or English IV
Dual Credit
AP Statistics or AP Calculus
Food Services or any 4th
Year Service
AP Government-Dual
Credit
Philosophy (.5)
Accounting II-Dual
Credit
Business Law
Statistics and Business
Decision Making
Social Media
Advertising
Athletics/Band
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at Americas High School will
open for the 2017-2018 school
year. It will give students
the opportunity to earn an
associate of arts degree in a
comprehensive high school
environment.
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Option 2

Montwood
Rams Early College

Option 3

Rams Early College

at Montwood High School
gives students the opportunity
to earn an associate
of science degree in a
comprehensive high school
environment.

Socorro Early College

at Socorro High School gives
students the opportunity to
earn an associate of arts
degree in a comprehensive
high school environment.

Mission Early College High School
students have the opportunity
to earn an associate of
arts degree in a college
integrated campus
environment.

FREE EARLY COLLEGE/DUAL CREDIT
Team SISD, in partnership with El Paso Community College,
offers the most early college high school programs in the
region. Mission Early College High School was the first early
college high school to open in the region in 2006. Socorro
Early College became the district’s first campus-based
program in 2015. In 2016, the district opened Rams Early
College. The Trailblazers Early College is set to open for the
2017-2018 school year. Team SISD is on pace to open a new
program each year to meet the goal of implementing an
early college high school program in every high school in the
district. Each early college student is given the opportunity to
graduate with an associate’s degree concurrent with their
high school diploma.

SISD students also are getting a head start in college and
saving future money with dual credit opportunities at every
high school. With more teachers than ever certified to teach
dual credit courses, SISD launched the area’s first-ever
summer dual credit camp. This allowed some 250 seniors the
opportunity to gain six college credit hours for free. Last year
alone, Team SISD students potentially saved over $6 million in
college tuition by completing dual credit courses.
In order to take college courses while in high school, students
must pass the Texas Success Initiative (TSI) exam. More than
11,500 students in Team SISD students had the opportunity to
take the Texas Success Initiative (TSI) exam for free this school
year.

With the early college high school programs, SISD students
can save money and be immersed in post-secondary
education as they earn a free associate’s degree along with
a high school diploma in a rigorous and engaging college
experience.

Socorro Independent School District
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ADVANCED CAREER & TECHNICAL TRAINING

Two unique events in SISD give a clear focus on
career awareness for students from fifth-grade to
12th grade to look ahead and plan for a world of
possibilities – the Career Awareness Showcase and
the College, Career, and Job Expo. The successful
events are part of SISD’s commitment to preparing
students for the future early in their education.
The district’s award-winning Career and Technical
Education program has students earning some
6,000 industry-recognized certifications annually in
numerous areas of study, showing proof they are
ready with the skills and knowledge to succeed
immediately in the workforce. In CTE, students
become leaders, earn college credits, intern in their
chosen field, and are prepared to be hired in highskilled, high-demand jobs and careers.
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Highly recognized CTE program
• 16 career clusters
• 13,000 high school students enrolled
• 2,000 middle school students enrolled
• More than 2,000 participants in Career and
Technical Student Organizations
• Examples of industry-recognized
certifications include: pharmacy technician,
licensed cosmetologist, EMS basic for EMT,
certified dental assistant, C++, Adobe A+N+,
Security +, advanced technology Oracle
and Microsoft MCSE
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OPERATION
COLLEGE BOUND
Mission

The Socorro Independent School District is
committed to transforming our students’ dreams of
graduating from college into reality. Team SISD will
increase college and career awareness for all our
students via Operation College Bound. Beginning
at the elementary level, SISD students will be
introduced to colleges, universities, and careers.
College bound learning environments along with
rigorous instruction aligned to a college preparatory
curriculum will enable our students to graduate
ready for the college and career of their choice.

“Yes I Can!”

A college bound school culture will encourage
and foster a “Yes I Can!” attitude and expectation
among all our students regardless of ethnicity,
economic status, and/or learning disability. By
educating our students as if they are our own children
and providing them with the best educational
opportunities available, we will prepare them to
achieve success in a post-secondary institution, in
the workforce, and in life!
A college bound school culture will be established
at all our campuses by:
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•

Integrating college and career awareness
activities (sample list of activities provided) into
classroom lessons;

•

Establishing a school environment that visually
encourages a college bound culture (e.g.,
college banners, college posters, “I’m going to
college” campus-wide theme, etc.);

•

Utilizing the district curriculum as well as
supplemental educational programs to provide
every student with rigorous instruction that will
ensure they meet grade level standards and
excel in college and beyond;

•

Creating opportunities for students to set
goals, enroll in dual credit and advanced
placement courses, participate in public
speaking, increase critical thinking skills, work
in collaborative groups, and persevere when
faced with obstacles; and

•

Working as a team to meet our students’ needs
with interventions such as mentoring, counseling,
tutorials, extracurricular activities, etc. aimed at
motivating, inspiring, and urging them to work
hard at reaching their full potential.

Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound

College and Career Readiness Programs in Our Schools
SISD is committed to going above and beyond

to ensure our students’ success
in college and beyond. Thus, every campus throughout the Socorro Independent School District implements
research-based programs and initiatives intended to provide our students with a world-class education.
Elementary:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Foundation Curriculum – aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and the Texas College
and Career Readiness Standards.
Academic Enrichment – offers students the opportunity to expand their learning in different ways
that deepens their understanding of concepts related to college readiness.
Launch STEM – Project Lead The Way STEM Program prepares students with the knowledge and skills
in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics they need to succeed in college.
Robotics Camps – applied classroom enrichment practices designed to develop student interests
in technology careers.
Interventions – tutoring settings offer students the opportunity to master academic standards
necessary for successful completion and grade level advancement.
Problem-Based Learning – a student-centered style of active learning in which students learn about
a subject through the experience of problem solving in situations that simulate real-life experiences.
Career Awareness Showcase – designed to inform our younger students (fifth-, sixth-, seventhand eighth-graders) and their parents of the numerous college- and career-based programs and
courses available to them in our high schools. This is an excellent event that assists our students
to begin thinking about making informed decisions regarding their career pathways by being
exposed to information on SISD’s award-winning Career and Technical Education program, dualcredit courses, academic academies, and early college high schools.
Mother Daughter/Father Son Programs – raises the expectations of a segment of society that has
often been overlooked. This innovative program helps young Hispanic boys and girls and their
fathers and mothers, through purposeful hands-on educational experiences, explore college and
career opportunities in the various disciplines including STEM-related fields.
AVID E - Advancement Via Individual Determination – a research-based curriculum designed
to close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college and other postsecondary
opportunities.
WIN Academy – a student-centered program created to help ensure all Team SISD children have
the opportunities and support needed to achieve academic success.

Middle School:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Foundation Curriculum – aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and the Texas College
and Career Readiness Standards.
Academic Enrichment – offers students the opportunity to expand their learning in different ways
that deepens their understanding of concepts related to college readiness.
Gateway to Technology STEM – Project Lead The Way STEM Program prepares students with the
knowledge and skills in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics they need to succeed
in college.
Exploring Careers Course – all students while in the eighth grade complete a one semester course
where they explore the national Sixteen Career Clusters model and explore some of the most
common careers within each cluster.
Career Inspiration Conference – the SISD Career Inspiration Conference held in the fall semester
offers 8th graders the opportunity to learn firsthand from business and industry partners about highdemand careers and talk to high school students about college- and career-oriented organizations
and clubs they can join in high school.
Robotics Camps – applied classroom enrichment practices designed to develop student interests
in technology careers.
Interventions – tutoring settings offer students the opportunity to master academic standards
necessary for successful completion and grade level advancement.
Problem-Based Learning – a student-centered style of active learning in which students learn about
a subject through the experience of problem solving in situations that simulate real-life experiences.
Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) – middle school courses designed to prepare students for high
school Pre-AP and Advanced Placement (AP) courses. AP courses are college-level courses taught
in a high school setting.
PSAT – a nationwide, multiple-choice test taken by some SISD middle school students and mostly
sophomores and juniors. It is a primer for the SAT and the ACT. The PSAT doesn’t count toward
students’ college admissions. However, it is the qualifying test for National Merit Scholarships.
Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound
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•
•
•
•

•

•

AVID - Advancement Via Individual Determination – a research-based curriculum designed to close
the achievement gap by preparing all students for college and other postsecondary opportunities.
AVID Math and Science Summer Bridge Program – programs designed to strengthen students’
math and science skills and to increase the number of students who enroll and succeed in eighthgrade Algebra I.
Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, Reading Strategies (WICOR) – proven learning support
structure for middle and high school, which incorporates teaching/learning methodologies in the
following critical areas: Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, and Reading to Learn.
Mother Daughter/Father Son Programs – raises the expectations of a segment of society that has
often been overlooked. This innovative program helps young girls and boys and their mothers and
fathers explore college and career opportunities in the various disciplines including STEM-related
fields via purposeful hands-on educational experiences.
WIN Academy – a student-centered program created to help ensure all Team SISD children have
the opportunities and support needed to achieve academic success. Students who struggled
academically in a traditional classroom are offered the opportunity to be educated in a nontraditional education setting via the WIN Academy that includes a digital curriculum, digital device,
extended instructional days, and teachers who loop with them for multiple years.
The Montwood Middle School SYNERGI4 program – a small learning community, which will utilize
a curriculum that is project based, experiential in nature and reflects real world applications.
Teachers, students and parents will work cooperatively to develop a community of learners in
order to provide a rigorous and well-rounded education in preparation for educational and career
opportunities beyond high school.

High School:
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Foundation Curriculum – aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and the Texas College
and Career Readiness Standards.
Distinguished Level of Achievement – all students enrolled in a Socorro ISD high school qualify
for this graduation distinction by completing the prescribed sequences of courses in one of
the many programs offered by Socorro ISD. By completing the four math, English, science, and
social studies courses to include Algebra II, completing the Endorsement electives, and also
completing the remaining required courses, students receive a Distinguished Level of Achievement
acknowledgement on their high school transcript.
Performance Acknowledgements – under House Bill 5, the Texas State Board of Education has
provided a framework that allows for student who choose a challenging course of study to receive
special acknowledgements and have these acknowledgements posted on their transcripts. SISD
students have the opportunity to receive any of the SBOE Approved Acknowledgements.
Financial Literacy Course – during their sophomore year, all SISD students take a one semester
course where they explore the concepts behind Personal Finance and preparation for college and
careers.
Academic Enrichment – offers students the opportunity to expand their learning in different ways
that deepens their understanding of concepts related to college readiness.
Engineering – Project Lead The Way STEM Program prepares students with the knowledge and skills
in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics they need to succeed in college.
Robotics Camps – applied classroom enrichment practices designed to develop student interests
in technology careers.
Interventions – tutoring settings offer students the opportunity to master academic standards
necessary for successful completion and grade level advancement.
Problem-Based Learning – is a student-centered style of active learning in which students learn
about a subject through the experience of problem solving in situations that simulate real-life
experiences.
Academic Contests - SISD offers rigorous academic contests to elementary, middle school, and
high school students throughout the district.
• Academic UIL Events – every academic contest offered by the University Interscholastic League
(UIL) are made available to SISD students. From 2nd Grade Creative Writing to High School
Physics and Advanced Mathematics, SISD provides students the opportunity to compete. SISD
is the only large district in the region that offers every UIL Academic Event at every grade level.
• Academic Decathlon – every high school in SISD has a team that competes, and performs
well, in this 10-Event Academic Meet Marathon. This event is considered one of the Elite
Academic Contests in the nation.
• Destination Imagination – this creative problem-solving event is another Elite Contest available
to any SISD student wishing to work hard and be creative.

Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound
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•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Additional Contests – SISD offers a wide variety of other academic contests, which include
High Q, Literary Anthology, Mock Trial, Science Fair, Speech and Debate Contests, Math
Contests, and Spelling Bee.
Academic Fairs – SISD offers many opportunities for students and teachers to participate in
academic contest preparation and enrichment. These opportunities allow teachers, students,
and Academic Coordinators to participate in TEKS-based professional development and practice
meets in their academic contest areas. These fairs also allow students to illustrate to teachers how
each event is linked to the TEKS and the College Readiness Standards.
College, Career and Job Expo – The SISD College, Career, and Job Expo held in the spring semester
gives 9th through 12th graders a chance to meet with business and industry partners as well as El
Paso Workforce representatives to interview for potential summer jobs and internships.
Engineering – Project Lead The Way STEM Program prepares students with the knowledge and skills
in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics they need to succeed in college.
National Technical Honor Society – CTE Studentshave the opportunity to apply and qualify for this
prestigious honor society.
Career and Technology – Student participate in Business Professionals of America, Health
Occupations Students of America, Texas Association of Future Educators, DECA, Skills USA, TSA, FFA,
and FCC LA.
Advanced Academic Academies – each of the district’s six comprehensive high schools offer
unique learning models tailored to meet students’ specific needs and support their educational
and career aspirations. These innovative advanced academies of study provide students with
the opportunity to experience the rigor, depth, and intensity of college-level work while in high
school and to increase their ability to compete for college admissions, scholarships, and jobs in the
workforce.
• Americas High School – Libertas Academy is designed to prepare students for college and
career readiness in the fields of public administration, government, and the law. Students in
the Libertas Academy are groomed to effectively advocate for themselves and others.
• Eastlake High School – School of Advanced Technology Applications (SATA) Academy provides
students with the unique opportunity to select from an array of STEM-related courses while
receiving a STEM endorsement for Computer Science, which include software engineering,
robotics programming, gaming programming, digital forensics, and artificial intelligence.
• El Dorado High School – International Baccalaureate Diploma Program is an academically
challenging and balanced program of education with final examinations that prepare
students, aged 16 to 19, for success at college and beyond. It has been designed to address
the intellectual, social, emotional, and physical well-being of students. Students in the IB
program strive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled,
open-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced, and reflective.
• Montwood High School – SYNERGI4 T-STEM Academy is a learning community that applies a
project based curriculum, experiential in nature and reflects real world applications. This allows
students to develop 21st century skills of competency, collaboration, communication, critical
and creative thinking while earning college credit.
• Pebble Hills High School – SISD’s newest district advance academic academy, Sparta
Academy for Business and Finance has been developed with the partnership between EPCC,
UTEP and Greater El Paso Credit Union. Students enrolled in this academy will be working
toward an Associates of Arts in Accounting, Business and Economics that will then transfer
to UTEP Business with the focus on Accounting and Actuary. By completing the four year
program in business and finance, students will be well on their way to a career that requires
heavy skills, is in high demand and will provide high wages.
• Socorro High School – Health Professions Academy is a partnership between the SISD, area
colleges, universities and health care facilities to give students a foundation in healthcare
professions, preparing them for entry-level health professions and college. HPA prepares
students to tackle the rigor and depth of college work in health professions and provides the
option for quick entry into a health professions career immediately upon graduation.
STEM Endorsement Graduation Pathways are offered at Americas High School, Eastlake High School,
El Dorado High School, Montwood High School, and Socorro High School. Pathways include courses
in the following programs:
Biomedical Sciences

Engineering - Project Lead The Way

Engineering and Design

International Baccalaureate

Advanced Technology Applications

SYNERGI4

Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound
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•

Business and Industry Endorsement Pathways are offered at Americas High School, Eastlake High
School, El Dorado High School, Montwood High School, and Socorro High School. Pathways include
courses in the following programs:
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources

Manufacturing

Architecture and Construction

Marketing

Arts, A/V Technology and
Communication

Journalism

Business Management and
Administration

Newspaper

Finance

Public Speaking

Hospitality and Tourism

Transportation, Distribution and Logistics

Information Technology
•

Public Service Endorsement Pathways are offered at Americas High School, Eastlake High School, El
Dorado High School, Montwood High School, and Socorro High School. Pathways include courses
in the following programs:
Education Training

Human Services

Government Administration

Law, Public Safety, Correction

Health Sciences
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Arts and Humanities Endorsement Pathways are offered at Americas High School, Eastlake High
School, El Dorado High School, Montwood High School, and Socorro High School. Pathways include
courses in the following programs:
Art

Band

Choir

Orchestra

Applied Music

Guitar

Dance

Mariachi

Theater

Piano

Multidisciplinary Endorsement Pathway is offered at Americas High School, Eastlake High School, El
Dorado High School, Montwood High School, and Socorro High School. Pathway includes courses
in the following programs:
Post-Secondary/Workforce

Advanced Placement

International Baccalaureate

Dual Credit selected from English, mathematics,
science, social studies, economics, languages
other than English, or fine arts.

Pre-Advanced Placement – high school courses designed to prepare students for high school
Advanced Placement (AP) courses. AP courses are college-level courses taught in a high school
setting.
Advanced Placement – the placement of a student in high school courses that offer college credit
if successfully completed.
PSAT for 10th graders and SAT for 11th graders – as part of Operation College Bound, SISD administers
the college placement exams to all 10th and 11th grade students at no cost to the students.
Princeton Review – a high school course that offers ACT and SAT test preparation, tutoring services
and admissions resources.
GEAR UP – a discretionary grant program in partnership with the University of Texas at El Paso
designed to increase the number of low-income students who are prepared to enter and succeed
in postsecondary education.
AVID - Advancement Via Individual Determination – a research-based curriculum designed to close
the achievement gap by preparing all students for college and other postsecondary opportunities.
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AVID Math and Science Summer Bridge Program – programs designed to strengthen students’ math
and science skills and increase the number of students who enroll and succeed in Algebra I.AVID
Math and Science Summer Bridge Program – programs designed to strengthen students’ math and
science skills and increase the number of students who enroll and succeed in Algebra I.
WICOR Strategies – AVID’s proven learning support structure for middle and high school, which
incorporates teaching/learning methodologies in the following critical areas: Writing, Inquiry,
Collaboration, Organization, and Reading to Learn.
Dual Credit Courses with El Paso Community College – high school students at SISD have the
opportunity to earn college credit in the various disciplines (math, science, language arts,
humanities, foreign languages, and the arts) while attending high school through a partnership with
El Paso Community College.
Career and Technical Education (CTE) – a rigorous and relevant education that prepares students
for a wide range of high-wage, high-skill, high-demand careers.
Mother Daughter/Father Son Programs – raises the expectations of a segment of society that has
often been overlooked. This innovative program helps young girls and boys and their mothers and
fathers explore college and career opportunities in the various disciplines including STEM-related
fields via purposeful hands-on educational experiences.
Digitally Nurturing Academics (DNA): Transforming Minds through Technology – teachers infuse
digital learning resources into the day to day curriculum that offers students challenging tasks that
are engaging, apply problem-solving and critical thinking skills, and make learning relevant. This
initiative in which students are issued laptops to use 24/7 at home and school will continue to be
expanded each year in all of the high schools.
Dual Credit Summer Program – the camp allows SISD high school students to earn credit for two
college courses in four weeks. The program is a first-of-its-kind in the El Paso region, and will benefit
up to 500 students from five high schools in the district. Students take a morning and afternoon dual
credit class in two of the following courses: Education 1300, Speech 1321, Government 2305 or
Economics 2301.
Advanced Academy Associate Tracks – provides the direction and dual credit opportunities to lead
students in advanced academy programs to earn an associate’s degree while completing their
high school coursework. Students in Socorro’s HPA can earn an Associates of Science in Biology;
Montwood’s SYNERGY4 students can earn Associates of Science in Math or Science, Eastlake’s
SATA students can earn either an Associates of Arts in Computer Science, or Associates of Applied
Science in Network and Security; Pebble Hills’ Sparta Business and Finance Academy students can
earn an Associates of Arts in Finance and Accounting; and Americas’ Libertas students can earn
Associates of Arts in Criminal Justice or Associates of Arts in Philosophy.

Socorro Independent School District
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“Yes I Did!”

The Socorro Independent School District is committed to going above and beyond to support

our students’ college aspirations. Therefore, the following initiatives have been launched to assist our students in proclaiming
“Yes I Did!” as they embark on their path to college graduation and a better future.
SISD Operation College Bound Initiatives include but are not limited to:
Dual Credit Scholarship Program
In line with SISD’s Strategic Direction, College and Career Readiness, SISD launched a Dual Credit Scholarship Program for
teachers interested in becoming certified to teach dual credit courses in our high schools. This new initiative will increase our
district’s potential for offering dual credit opportunities to our students.
The University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) Center for Institutional Evaluation Research and Planning conducted a study and
found that students who enroll in dual credit courses experience higher math SAT scores, higher UTEP graduation rates, and
higher UTEP grade point averages.
New Teacher Induction Academy
All teachers new to SISD have the opportunity to receive specialized professional development in a week-long training before the
start of the school year. Sessions for new teachers include Orientation to SISD Instructional Initiatives, Addressing Special Populations
(SPED, ELL, GT, Dyslexia), Digital Academy – Academic Technology Programs, Campus Orientation, and SISD Safety Measures.
SISD’s New Teacher Induction Academy is instrumental in producing highly-qualified educators equipped with the knowledge
and skills necessary to ensure high student achievement.
Teacher Mentor Program – Becoming a Friend for Tomorrow’s Future
Becoming a Friend for Tomorrow’s Future is a mentor program aimed at providing our new teachers with modeling, guidance,
coaching, and encouragement via a one-to-one relationship with an experienced, successful teacher. SISD’s goal is to inspire
our new teachers to work extra hard in making a positive difference in our students’ lives.
Walk for Success
SISD administrators devote a Saturday morning in September walking neighborhoods to reach students who have left school
and are determined to encourage them to return as part of Team SISD’s Walk for Success. The goal of this districtwide effort is
to recover students who have left and help them re-enroll so that they can graduate or earn a GED.
District Writing Initiative
Students in grades kindergarten through 8th grade, except 4th and 7th, participate in this writing initiative at the end of each
school year in order to provide end of year writing results. These results follow the student to the next grade level and serve as
a baseline for their subsequent school year writing instruction.
District Funded PSAT and SAT
As part of Operation College Bound, every sophomore participates in the Fall administration of the PSAT exam and every
junior participates in the Spring administration of the SAT exam at no cost to the students. Every year, the district commits
resources in order to cover the entire costs of these exams. Doing so allows students to get their PSAT scores, compare them
to the score ranges in the college profiles, and see how taking the SAT exam in their junior year makes sense. By testing in
their junior year, they also have the opportunity, if needed, to use the summer to take practice exams, work through an SAT
preparation book or take an SAT prep course if they desire to test for an improved score.
Socorro, Rams, Trailblazer, and Mission Early College High Schools
These early college high schools are within a comprehensive high school which enables a cohort of 125 students each year
the opportunity to move in four years from the ninth grade through the first two years of college, earning an associate’s degree
or sufficient college credits to enter a four-year college or university as a junior. Students enrolled in the school within a school
also have the unique opportunity to participate in extra-curricular activities alongside their high school classmates. Mission
Early College High School also offers a unique degree plan that enables highly motivated students to earn an associates
degree along with their high school diploma in a college integrated campus environment.
Digitally Nurturing Academics (DNA): Transforming Minds through Technology
With Socorro ISD’s DNA 1:1 Initiative, teachers infuse digital learning resources into the day to day curriculum that offers
students challenging tasks that are engaging, apply problem-solving and critical thinking skills, and make learning relevant.
This initiative in which students are issued laptops to use 24/7 at home and school will continue to be expanded each year in
all of the high schools.
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College Application and Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
Our mission at the Socorro Independent School District is to have all of our high school graduates complete a college
application (e.g., Apply Texas) and a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Counselors at all of our high schools
coordinate with the Department of Guidance and Counseling the completion of a college application through Apply Texas
Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound

for every senior. The team also organizes FAFSA Nights as part of “FAFSA Slam Dunk” to have every senior that qualifies
complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid or FAFSA application.
Free Breakfast for High School Students
SISD is the only district in Region 19, not mandated to do so, to offer free breakfast to all high school students regardless of
income status. The district is providing free breakfast to all high school students as part of the nationwide Universal Free Breakfast
Program. A free meal for high school students, along with students in elementary and middle schools, is another way Team SISD
is ensuring all students have energy and are ready to learn when the morning bell rings.
WIN Academy
The WIN Academy is a student-centered program created to help ensure all Team SISD children have the opportunities and
support needed to achieve academic success. Students who struggled academically in a traditional classroom are offered
the opportunity to be educated in a non-traditional education setting via the WIN Academy that includes a digital curriculum,
digital device, extended instructional days, and teachers who loop with them for multiple years.
THRIVE Digital Curriculum
A digital learning and teaching curriculum piloted at all SISD campuses implementing our innovative WIN Academy as well as at
Hernando MS that helps differentiate instruction and personalize learning. As part of our continued Operation Future Ready efforts,
SISD has embraced the THRIVE digital curriculum to prepare our students for the 21st century via an interactive platform that blends
technology-assisted learning with traditional best practices and provides real-time feedback to inform and guide instruction.
College Awareness Showcase
All SISD fifth-, sixth-, seventh- and eighth-graders and their parents attend this event designed to inform our younger students
of the numerous college- and career-based programs and courses available to them in our high schools. This is an excellent
event that assists our students to begin thinking about making informed decisions regarding their career pathways by being
exposed to information on SISD’s award-winning Career and Technical Education program, dual-credit courses, academic
academies, and early college high schools.
College, Career and Job Expo
The SISD College, Career, and Job Expo held in the spring semester gives 9th through 12th graders a chance to meet with
business and industry partners as well as El Paso Workforce representatives to interview for potential summer jobs and internships.
Battle of the Bluebonnets
SISD’s Battle of the Bluebonnets was the first to test third-, fourth- and fifth-graders’ reading comprehension in a trivia-style contest
based on the Texas Bluebonnet Award book list.
Math BEE
SISD’s districtwide Math Bee contest features students from kindergarten to fifth grade who showcase their superb math skills in
a fierce but fun competition that helps promote math fluency. Classroom teachers provide daily practice of basic math facts
along with weekly grade level competitions. Winners advance to the Campus Math Bee where they compete for a spot to
represent their campus at the District Math Bee.
ROBOCOM
SISD’s ROBOCOM competition engages hundreds of students on 70 elementary and middle school teams in science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) education. It heightens their awareness of STEM higher education and career opportunities. Thirdgrade through eighth-grade students build robots and put them to the test in the competition. Teams are judged on how well
their robot meets the criteria, how successful it performs each challenge, and the creativity of each team’s video presentation.
ROBOCOM also includes an important student-supporting-student component. SISD’s high school students help develop the
competition and manage the competition fields on the day of the contest.
Dual Credit Summer Program
The camp allows SISD high school students to earn credit for two college courses in four weeks. The program is a first-of-its-kind in
the El Paso region, and will benefit up to 500 students from five high schools in the district. Students take a morning and afternoon
dual credit class in two of the following courses: Education 1300, Speech 1321, Government 2305 or Economics 2301.
The Montwood Middle School SYNERGI4 Program
The program provides a small learning community, which will utilize a curriculum that is project based, experiential in nature and
reflects real world applications. Teachers, students and parents will work cooperatively to develop a community of learners in order
to provide a rigorous and well-rounded education in preparation for educational and career opportunities beyond high school.
Advanced Academy Associate Tracks
The assosciate tracks provide the direction and dual credit opportunities to lead students in advanced academy programs to
earn an associate’s degree while completing their high school coursework. Students in Socorro’s HPA can earn an Associates of
Science in Biology; Montwood’s SYNERGY4 students can earn Associates of Science in Math or Science, Eastlake’s SATA students
can earn either an Associates of Science in Computer Science, or Associates of Applied Science in Network and Security;
Pebble Hills’ Sparta Business and Finance Academy students can earn an Associates of Arts in Accounting, Business, and
Economics; and Americas’ Libertas students can earn Associates of Arts in Criminal Justice or Associates of Arts in Philosophy.
Socorro Independent School District
Operation College Bound

22

FUTURE READY GRADUATES
By treating and educating ALL students as if they were our own children, Team SISD is realizing
its vision of Tomorrow’s Leaders Learning Today.

GRADUATE PROFILE
Team SISD’s graduation
rate continues to outpace
that of its regional peers.
The 2016 graduation rate
is anticipated to climb
even higher to 89.88%.

87.9%

Graduation rate
(Class of 2015)

$36.9m

3,182

Number of
graduates in 2016

Scholarships and grants earned by graduates
(Class of 2016)

COLLEGE AND CAREER READY
Some 15,000 students
are enrolled in the
district’s awardwinning CTE program.
Through the 16
available career
clusters and more
than 45 specialized
tracks, students
earn roughly 6,000
industry-recognized
certifications annually.

2K

16

middle school
Career clusters
students
enrolled

6K

13K

high school
students
enrolled

INDUSTRY-RECOGNIZED
CERTIFICATIONS

AHEAD OF THE GAME
Through an aggressive approach
to expand dual credit and
advanced academic programs,
Team SISD students are getting a
head start in college and saving
their families millions in tuition costs.

$6+

1,678

students taking dual
credit courses

16,921
dual credit hours
earned

MILLION

IN COLLEGE TUITION SAVINGS
*For 2015-2016 school year
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“EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS by being treated
and educated as one of our own children.”

Dr. José Espinoza, Superintendent of Schools

Get Social with Team SISD!

The district remains committed to engaging the community through regular two-way communication. Stay connected with
Team SISD through the many digital platforms available to all stakeholders.Your voice counts! Stakeholders are encouraged
to share ideas, questions, and concerns via easily accessible social media.
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/SocorroISD
TWITTER: @SocorroISD, @SISD_Espanol
SUPERINTENDENT’S TWITTER: @JEspinoza_SISD
SUPERINTENDENT’S WEB PAGE: www.sisd.net/superintendent
YOUTUBE: youtube.com/SocorroISD
SMUGMUG: sisdphotogallery.smugmug.com
E-NEWSLETTER: www.sisd.net/enews
WEBSITE: www.sisd.net

TEXAS HONOR BOARD • REGION 19 BOARD OF THE YEAR

Gary Gandara - President • Paul Guerra - Vice President • Cynthia A. Najera - Secretary
Hector F. Gonzalez - Trustee • Michael A. Najera - Trustee • Antonio ‘Tony’ Ayub - Trustee
Angelica Rodriguez - Trustee
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José Espinoza, Ed.D.
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