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Announcement 

Instructional Rounds 

Instructional rounds for 

the month of February 

have been cancelled 

due to a scheduling 

conflict with staffing.   

Attached is the most 

current schedule for 

instructional rounds. 

Rounds for April are still 

scheduled at this time. 

February 

Academic Services 

Calendar 

March 

Academic Services 

Calendar 

Please Note:  

You can find more  

information on our  

department website 

www.sisd.net/

academicservices

The Final Vote for the 2017 LOTE Textbook 

Adoption is February 27, 2017 at 4:30 pm at the 

DSC Room AB 

Road Tested / Five Ways 

to Strengthen Student Questioning 

Jeanne Muzi 

Teachers have always recognized classroom questioning as a critical 

instructional practice. Developing student questioning skills, however, 

is just as important. All students need to be able to generate 

purposeful questions, understand that curiosity leads to action, 

ponder metacognitively, and improve their problem-solving abilities. 

A significant instructional shift takes place when a classroom culture is 

transformed from one where the teacher poses the majority of 

questions to one where a community of curious wonderers offer up 

their own. 

Finding the time for students to practice questioning can be a 

challenge, but these short activities will get you started. 

The complete article can be found: http://www.ascd.org/

publications/newsletters/education-update/jan17/vol59/num01/Five-

Ways-to-Strengthen-Student-Questioning.aspx  

http://www.sisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/5788/Instructional%20Rounds%202016-17%20FINAL%20Revised%2002-02-2017.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/5788/1617SISDFebruaryMasterCalendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/5788/1617SISDFebruaryMasterCalendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/5788/1617SISDFebruaryMasterCalendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/5788/1617SISDMarchMasterCalendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/5788/1617SISDMarchMasterCalendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/5788/1617SISDMarchMasterCalendar.pdf
http://www.sisd.net/Page/29453
http://www.sisd.net/Page/29453
http://www.ascd.org/publications/newsletters/education-update/jan17/vol59/num01/Five-Ways-to-Strengthen-Student-Questioning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/newsletters/education-update/jan17/vol59/num01/Five-Ways-to-Strengthen-Student-Questioning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/newsletters/education-update/jan17/vol59/num01/Five-Ways-to-Strengthen-Student-Questioning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/newsletters/education-update/jan17/vol59/num01/Five-Ways-to-Strengthen-Student-Questioning.aspx
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Tech News 

School Social Media Tips 

As we expand the district’s efforts to connect with our stakeholders through social media, 

here are some tips to help you establish and maintain a positive online presence. 

√ Know your audience. Before posting, understand who’s reading and why. Once you

know who’s reading, you’ll have a better idea of what, when, why and how to post.

√ Post quality pictures, videos, blogs and texts that interest your audience. Creating a

social media presence is all about keeping your audience engaged.

√ Be consistent. You are the news, so post daily and regularly. If you take any days off,

your audience will stop following.

√ Engage with your audience. If they have questions, give them answers. Customer

service is the key to any successful organization.

√ Show support. Follow other people, engage, share and promote their content on

your page. The idea is to grow your audience. It’s better to partner, than do it alone.

√ Promote social media contests. People are more likely to follow, like or share your

page if there’s something in it for them.

√ Tell stories. Share stories about what connects you to people…and you’ll create a

cult of supportive followers.

√ Promote your social media presence online and offline. Brand yourself and your

school!

√ Become a news source for the community. Share celebratory stories about students

and staff, disseminate facts and provide perspective for the community.
√ Share many pictures and images to showcase student work—but be careful with

pictures of students. All students should have a media release form signed by

parents at the beginning of the year, and teachers should keep track of which

students are not allowed to be featured in photos. When in doubt, you can share

photos with the backs of students’ heads to be safe.

These were adapted from the original tips found at: 

https://strongsocial.ca/8-tips-for-growing-your-social-media-presence/   

https://www.districtadministration.com/article/8-tips-navigating-social-media-schools 

https://strongsocial.ca/8-tips-for-growing-your-social-media-presence/
https://www.districtadministration.com/article/8-tips-navigating-social-media-schools
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Tech News (cont.) 

Twitter Chat – February 6, 2017 

Technology Advisory Committee – February 28, 2017 

Socorro ISD's Technology Advisory Committee seeks to provide every campus with an 

active role in providing feedback to current and future technology-related activities that 

impact our district’s classrooms. Campus representatives and principals will receive an 

email calling for agenda items on February 14. The next meeting will be held February 28, 

2017 at 4:30 pm at the DSC Room AB. The Department of Technology Services looks 

forward to have campus input to support our Future Ready district! 

Digital Learning Day – March 3, 2017 

Digital Learning Day 2017 is one month away and the Digital Learning Day map is starting 

to fill up! On February 23, 2017, teachers and students from around the country will 

participate in the nationwide celebration highlighting great teaching and demonstrating 

how technology can improve student outcomes.  

Socorro ISD will hold its Digital Learning Day on March 3, 2017—add your event to the  

DLD map and don’t forget to tag your posts with #DLDay and #TeamSISD!  

We encourage you and your staff to join us for our next 
Twitter Chat to discuss and share digital tools being used in 
#TeamSISD classrooms. Connect with us using a smartphone, 
tablet, or computer and take part in the chat from the 
location of your choice with internet access. 

Simply log on to Twitter and search for #SISD_Chat 
We’ll be looking out for you! 

http://www.digitallearningday.org/register-your-event/
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Early Childhood News 

THIS MONTH IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 

Pre-Kindergarten teachers will be implementing Ready Rosie!!!  

A series of videos to help parents engage their children in 

conversation, whether they are at home, school, grocery store, or 

the park. Although intended for PreK, we are providing access to 

our entire community so our Kindergarten students and PreK 

students with infant children can benefit from it too!! Teachers will 

be using them in class and for homework as well. Click here to learn more….  https://readyrosie.com/#what   

Don’t forget!!! 

Teacher Advisory Committees will be meeting on the following dates:  

1st Grade: February 15, 2017 at DSC Room C 

2nd Grade: February 16, 2017 at Ed Center on Eastlake Conference Room 

PK/Kinder: February 22, 2017 at DSC Room C  

Remember to Look at your At-Risk codes for MOY and above all…. Keep up the great work with out Little 

Ones!!! 

Math News 

Elementary 

 
-With intersession around the corner remember that intervention lessons should be 

different than what students have seen in the classroom. Istation math has great 

intervention math lessons for grade K-8.  

-Campus Math Bee preparations are in full swing! Teachers can take this opportunity 

to work with students’ mathematical fluency. Please tweet campus Math Bee 

pictures with the following Twitter handle. #SISD_MathBee 

 

 

 

Upcoming dates: 

February- Campus Math Bee 

March 4, 2017 – 2nd Annual District Math Bee at Eastlake HS 

 

Secondary 

iReady Training has been rescheduled for February 11, 2017 from 8:30 - 11:30.  

This training is for Math and ELAR teachers at Puentes, Hernando, and Sun Ridge middle schools.  

Math Content Advisory Committee meeting for 6th and 7th grade are set for February 21, 2017  

from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. Please register on the Staff Development Website.  

 

Focus of the Month 

Comprehension comes from Rigor...Rigor comes from opportunities for students to Think, Write, and Read 

critically. Continue to allow students to have conversations and have them write about their reflections.  

https://readyrosie.com/#what


ELAR News 

Page 5 Now Trending in Academics 

Elementary 
 

Crunch Time! 

The time has come! Testing Season is upon us.  It is now time to show all the wonderful teaching that has happened in 

the classroom. Without a shadow of a doubt I know that our teachers have prepared our students, not only to perform 

well on an assessment, but also fostered long-term cognitive skills that will help them be successful in the future.  But if you 

are still feeling anxious and feel like you could you use differentiation materials, do not fret! The following are some 

resources to help you with our most common areas of need: 

 

http://www.risd.k12.nm.us/assessment_evaluation/ImprovSBAscores/SBA%20Reading/5th%20Grade/Inference.pdf 

http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G4-5/45CPartThree.pdf 

https://virtualinquiry.wikispaces.com/file/view/Inferences+grade+5.pdf 

http://lcps.k12.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Summary-of-Fiction-Non-fiction-Text-Bilingual.pdf 

http://www.abss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib02/NC01001905/Centricity/Domain/93/

ReadytoUseNonFictionGraphicOrganizerswit.pdf 

Secondary 

STAAR Surgery Series 

These will be item analysis sessions which will be conducted after ELAR Spring Benchmarks. Teachers will gain a better 

understanding of student needs and strengths based on how they responded on the test.  Seating is limited to 30 

teachers.  

STAAR Surgery for Grade 7 Writing 

Date: February 2, 2017 

Time: 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Location: DSC 

STAAR Surgery for Grade 8 Reading 

Date: February 9, 2017 

Time: 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Location: DSC 

Secondary English Language Arts and Reading Advisory Committee Meetings* 

SELAR Committee meetings will be held this month. Please see specifics below: 

Grade 6 

Date: February 7, 2017 

Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC 

Grade 7 

Date: February 8, 2017 

Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC 

Grade 8 

Date: February 9, 2017 

Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC 

*SELAR Committee Members Only Please 

Literary Anthology Coordinator Meeting 

Literary Anthology Coordinators will be reminded about upcoming dates and events for the anthology.  

 Date: February 22, 2017 

Time: 4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC 

 
 
 

 

http://www.risd.k12.nm.us/assessment_evaluation/ImprovSBAscores/SBA%20Reading/5th%20Grade/Inference.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G4-5/45CPartThree.pdf
https://virtualinquiry.wikispaces.com/file/view/Inferences+grade+5.pdf
http://lcps.k12.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Summary-of-Fiction-Non-fiction-Text-Bilingual.pdf
http://www.abss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib02/NC01001905/Centricity/Domain/93/ReadytoUseNonFictionGraphicOrganizerswit.pdf
http://www.abss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib02/NC01001905/Centricity/Domain/93/ReadytoUseNonFictionGraphicOrganizerswit.pdf


Science News 
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UTEP First LEGO League Competition – January 21, 2017 

Congratulations, to all our teams!! 

 

 

Science Reminders 

High School Science Fair – February 4, 2017 at Pebble Hills HS 

 

 

 

 

 



Social Studies News  
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SISD Social Studies (K-12th) 

Curriculum/ 
Current 

Events Corner 

Keep our SISD Students connected to real world social issues:  

http://www.cnn.com/studentnews/ 

Professional 

Development 

Opportunities 
  

High School 
 

USH-EOC 
US History teachers will learn how to implement strategies that can be used for EOC small  

group interventions 
March 14, 2017 at 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm (Eastlake HS, Room E206) 

 

 APUSH-Coll 
AP social studies teachers will collaborate and plan with each other. 
March 15, 2017 at 1:00 pm  –  4:00 pm (Eastlake HS, Room E206) 

 

Middle School 
 

8th Grade Social Studies STAAR Review Instructional Strategies 
Teachers will learn how to locate and implement engaging review strategies for STAAR 8th Grade  

Readiness SE’s 
March 15 or 16, 2017 at  12:30 pm - 3:30 pm (DSC) (Two sessions being offered) 
 

Elementary 
 

Teaching Historical Figures: K-5th 
Teachers will learn various learning strategies to teach key Historical Features. 
March 13th or 14th 12:30-3:30 (DSC) (Two sessions being offered) 

High Yield 

Practices 
To assist students review content and extend their thinking try using the “IDEA SHUFFLE”  

strategy from the Lead4ward Resources Website (Click on Picture to take you to the site) 
  
  

Contact Us   
Dr. Kim Baxter (Middle & High School) kbaxte@sisd.net 

Michelle Andha (Middle School & Elementary) mandha@sisd.net 

  

http://www.cnn.com/studentnews/
mailto:kbaxte@sisd.net
mailto:mandha@sisd.net
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Upcoming Events for DC, ECHS, GT, AVID, DI and UIL 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Academics 

February 4, 2017 Robotics FTC Championship 8:00 am -4:00 pm UTEP 

February 7, 2017 GT Presentation to New Employees 8:00 am – 8:30 am DSC 

February 11, 2017 GT Core Training 8:00 am – 3:00 pm DSC 

February 11, 2017 UIL CX District Debate Competition 8:00 am – 6:00 pm Americas HS 

February 13, 2017 AVID Monthly Meeting- 

Elementary & Secondary 

4:30 pm – 5:30 pm DSC 

February 15, 2017 UIL Coordinators Meeting 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm DSC 

February 18, 2017 District UIL Practice Meet 8:00 am - 5:00 pm Eastlake HS 

February 21, 2017 GT Presentation to New Employees 8:00 am – 8:30 am DSC 

February 22, 2017 SISD/EPCC Dual Credit Advisory 
Committee 

3:00 pm - 5:30 pm DSC 

February 24, 2017 AVID Elective/Coordinators Workshop 8:00 am – 4:00 pm Desert View 
MS/YISD 

February 24-26, 2017 Academic Decathlon 8:00 am- 9:00 pm 
8:00 am- 6:00 pm 

8:00 am - 10:00 am 

Coronado 
High School 

February 25, 2017 Destination Imagination  
Regional Tournament 

7:00pm-10:00pm Eastlake HS 

February 25, 2017 GT Core Training 8:00 – 10:00 DSC 
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On January 20 and 21, 2017 our Academic Decathlon High School Students competed at the Regional 

Competition. This year’s theme was WWII and students participated in five different events such as tests of 

knowledge, speech, essay, interview and Super Quiz. Students were tested in seven different topics 

ranging from science, literature, music, art, social science, economics and math. The two day event had 

27 high schools with students from all over the El Paso Region. Our students devoted many hours of 

studying and practice in order to achieve success. In the Large School category Mission Early College High 

School ranked 3rd place overall and El Dorado ranked 3rd in the Super Quiz Relays. Campuses that scored 

1st in each category will be advancing to next month’s State Completion that will be held locally this year.  

A special thank you to all Academic Decathlon Coaches for your hard work and dedication to our SISD 

Students.  

Advanced Academics (cont.) 
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Bilingual Buzz 

 

 

 

 

Maribel Martinez – Administrative Specialist 

Ana Marioni – Instructional Specialist 

 

Give the gift of Literacy to your students. This program is specifically designed to 

reach our Bilingual/ESL students through parent involvement. We strongly 

encourage campuses to take part in this wonderful program.      

 For support please contact Ana Marioni at amario@sisd.net / 937-0367 

 

 

 

PK / K ESL Academies are just around the corner.                                                                                         

Dates to remember:                                                                                                                                           

Feb. 1, 2017 – Send parent permission forms home                                                                                                   

Feb. 17, 2017 – Last day for accepting parent permission forms                                                                                    

Feb. 24, 2017 – Campuses submit final count to Bilingual/ESL Dept.                                                                  

March 13 -17, 2017 – Spring PK/K ESL Academies                                                                                                             

For support please contact Rosemary De La Rosa at rodelarosa@sisd.net / 937-0158 

February 15, 2017 MOY LPAC Training  
Elem. & PK8 

Training for LPAC 
Administrators. Focus will be 
on updates to the LPAC process 
and STAAR Testing decision-
making. 

8:30 am – 11:30 am 
12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

DSC Rm CD 

February 16, 2017 MOY LPAC Training 
Middle School & High School 

Training for LPAC 
Administrators. Focus will be 
on updates to the LPAC process 
and STAAR Testing decision-
making. 

8:30 am – 11:30 am 
12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

DSC Rm AB 

February 17, 2017 TIA Training Training for Bilingual/ESL TIAs. 
Providing resources, strategies 
and support in working with 
ELL students. 

8:30 am – 11:30 am 
12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

DSC Rm B 

February 22, 2017 PK/K ESL Academy Teachers’ 
Training 

Procedures / Lesson Plans 4:00 pm -  6:00 pm DSC HR AB  

mailto:amario@sisd.net
mailto:rodelarosa@sisd.net
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Bilingual Buzz (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why have a Bilingual Temporary Instructional Aide? 

https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2015/apr/01/teaching-assistants-classrooms-research-

impact 

“Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world: indeed it is the only thing that 

ever has.”  

Margaret Mead 

 

 

 

Tips for Valuable LPAC Assessment Meeting: 

Before the meeting: 

Discuss accommodations early. At the beginning of the year, notify your teachers of their ELLs and 

encourage them to begin experimenting with various linguistic accommodations. Continue to collaborate 

throughout the year to determine the most appropriate accommodations to offer during state testing. 

During the meeting: 

Focus on one student at a time. As a committee, closely review accommodation recommendations to 

ensure that they have been granted on an individual student basis. 

 

Go beyond the basics. As a committee of ELL experts and the knowledgeable source of information 

concerning your ELLs, take this opportunity to revisit your ELLs’ language and instructional accommodations 

and update according to their individual needs. 

After the meeting: 

Follow up. Check in with teachers during the next few weeks to see how the students’ linguistic 

accommodations are working. 

 

For support with LPAC questions and concerns please contact: 

Terry Saldaña at msalda04@sisd.net / 937-1630 

Bilingual TIAS Monthly Meeting  

When: February 17, 2017 

Time: 8:30 am - 11:30 am 

           12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

Where: DSC Room B 

Who: Bilingual TIAS Why: To provide our TIAS with resources, 

strategies, and support when working with 
our ELLs! 

https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2015/apr/01/teaching-assistants-classrooms-research-impact
https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2015/apr/01/teaching-assistants-classrooms-research-impact
mailto:msalda04@sisd.net
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Bilingual Buzz (cont.) 

 

The SIOP Model helps build a sustainable sheltered instruction model to help all students succeed and meet 

federal and AYP requirements. One area where we know that English learners need support is in developing 

academic language and literacy skills in English. 

           What the experts say: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Research and Evaluation Dept. 
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Important 2017 Spring Benchmark calendar adjustments  

and changes and new Spring Writing Initiative dates:  

 

Please share new calendar with all teachers and staff.  

Spring Benchmark changes: 

 Algebra II will no longer be tested 

 US History has been moved up to March 7, 2017 

Scanning for US History will need to be completed by Friday, March 10th due to spring intersession.   

 

New Spring Writing Initiative Dates: 

New Spring Writing Initiative Dates 

 

 

Below are some STAAR Resources that have posted to the TEA website: 

2017 Test Administrator Manuals 

The Educator Guide to Accessibility within the STAAR Program 

The Font and Point Size Matrices for STAAR, STAAR Spanish, TELPAS and TAKS 

2017 Oral/Signed Administration Guidelines 

General Instructions for Large-Print State Assessments 

General Instructions for Administering State Assessments to Students Who are Dear or Hard of Hearing 

 

 

http://tsnap.org/link.asp?e=kmendo05@sisd.net&job=2804538&ymlink=89890184&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftea%2Etexas%2Egov%2Fstudent%2Eassessment%2Fstaar%2Fmanuals%2F
http://tsnap.org/link.asp?e=kmendo05@sisd.net&job=2804538&ymlink=89890184&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftea%2Etexas%2Egov%2Fstudent%2Eassessment%2Faccommodations%2F
http://tsnap.org/link.asp?e=kmendo05@sisd.net&job=2804538&ymlink=89890184&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftea%2Etexas%2Egov%2Fstudent%2Eassessment%2Faccommodations%2F
http://tsnap.org/link.asp?e=kmendo05@sisd.net&job=2804538&ymlink=89890184&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftea%2Etexas%2Egov%2Fstudent%2Eassessment%2Faccommodations%2F
http://tsnap.org/link.asp?e=kmendo05@sisd.net&job=2804538&ymlink=89890184&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftea%2Etexas%2Egov%2Fstudent%2Eassessment%2Faccommodations%2F
http://tsnap.org/link.asp?e=kmendo05@sisd.net&job=2804538&ymlink=89890184&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftea%2Etexas%2Egov%2Fstudent%2Eassessment%2Faccommodations%2F


Research and Evaluation Dept. (cont.) 
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SOCORRO ISD 

2017 BENCHMARK DATES 
 

Spring Benchmark Testing Dates: 

 

Spring Writing Initiative Dates: 

 

Date of Administration Writing Essay to be 
Administered 

Scanning Deadline 

March 28, 2017 Grades K/1/2/3/6 April 17, 2017 
at noon 

April 10-13, 2017 

(Window) 

Grades 5/8 April 28, 2017 
at noon 

Date of Administration Tests to be Administered Scanning Deadline 

February 1, 2017 5/8 Math February 8, 2017 

February 2, 2017 5/8 Reading February 8, 2017 

February 20, 2017 Algebra I February 28,  2017 

February 21, 2017 

  

Biology March 1, 2017 

February 27, 2017 3/4/6/7 Math 

  

March 7, 2017 

February 28,  2017 3/4/6/7 Reading 

  

March 7, 2017 

March 1, 2017 5/8 Science March 10, 2017 

March 2, 2017 8 Social Studies 

  

March 10, 2017 

March 7, 2017 US History March 10, 2017 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Effective Instruction for Elementary Struggling Readers-Based Practices 

Three day institute—training designated to target struggling readers. 

 February 23, 2017 8:30 am - 3:30 pm Phonological Awareness 

 March 30, 2017 8:30 am - 3:30 pm Word Study 

 April 20, 2017  8:30 am - 3:30 pm Fluency and Comprehension 

**Location: Region 19 

**Fee: $50.00 per session, three part series will be $125.00 

We will be offering CPI Training EVERY MONTH for the 2016-2017 school year. This will facilitate the opportunity 

for every campus to train their TBSI campus core teams.  

 

Just as a reminder, every campus must have a TBSI campus core team  which should consist of (at minimum) 

one special education teacher, one general education teacher, and one administrator. Every campus will 

have specific needs and may have to train additional faculty or staff in order to best meet those campus 

issues or needs.    

All training dates are currently posted on the Staff Development website. Each training date is restricted to 

ONLY 40 PARTICIPANTS, therefore it is best to register early. It is also recommended that if a campus plans to 

train a large number of people, they stagger their staff to attend different training dates throughout the year.    

 

 

 

 

 

What Teachers Should Know and Do:  

Meet with your General Education Teachers in order to: - Interpret the IEP.  

- Review accommodations/modifications/PLAAFPS/goals and/or objectives/BIPs and any assistive technology.  

- Create student/learner profile.  

- Make sure that ARD dates, for the year, are scheduled and communicated to the appropriate personnel.  

- Draft goals/objectives, which should be provided to parents 10 days before the scheduled ARD.     

 

Experience & Learning Pyramid  

TEA 2016 Performance Report 

Special Education Department 
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Special Education 

CPI: Nonviolent Crisis Intervention 

Date:   February 28 - March 1, 2017 

Time:    8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Location:  DSC Room CD 

Coffee with the Director: 

Date: February 21, 2017 

Time: 8:30 am - 10:00 am 

Location:  DSC Room C 

C:/Users/mmarti04/Documents/DIBELS NEXT Benchmarks
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/54/2016%2520Federal%2520Performance%2520Report.pdf


Special Education Department (cont.) 
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Brand new walk-through tool, the Special Education TESS (SE-TESS) help administrators conducting walk-

throughs of teachers who serve students with disabilities in settings that are unique to special education 

services. SE-TESS app is designated as a data collection tool and can be used to inform the teacher appraisal 

system. It is available at no cost to you on ITunes and Google stores. 

If you have any questions about this app feel free to contact Region 19 or Bianca Cole at Region 20. 



Special Education Department (cont.) 
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State and Federal Programs 
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“If we cannot learn in the way we teach…we must teach in a way a child can learn.”-Ivar Lovaas 

Response to Intervention (RtI)  

Response to Intervention (RtI) is the practice of providing high quality instruction and interventions matched 

to student need, monitoring progress frequently to make decisions about changes in instruction or goals and 

applying student response data to important educational decisions. States and LEAs have an obligation and 

requirement under federal law (34 CFR § 300.111 Child Find) to see that evaluations of children suspected of 

having a disability are not delayed or denied because of schools using an RtI strategy. By the spring 

semester of school year the RtI process should be full swing. At this point teachers and administrators should 

have: 

 Reviewed campus data and completed all RtI screening 

º   Data analysis and decision making occur at all levels of RTI implementation and all levels of  

instruction. Screening should identify student deficiencies.  

 Follow up with all open RtI files and fidelity of progress monitoring 

 º Progress monitoring tools must be reliable and valid. Data obtained from progress monitoring 

should be used to improve and increase effective teacher instruction. 

 Begun documentation for all open RtI files as well as for possible RtI  

º Documentation and data analysis should occur through the entire RtI process. This will allow 

for procedures and routines to be established. 

 Proceed with RtI meetings for both new and current RtI  

Keep in mind that intervention documentation should be done in Eduphoria. Documentation should take 

place every three weeks detailing student progress on the interventions being delivered. Intervention should 

be specific academic/behavioral strategies that differ from activities occurring in the student’s classroom. 

An intervention is not: 

 Simply completing a form – an intervention is what you do with the child 

 A change of seating or preferential seating 

 Small group or any other instruction, including going over the same material again, if the instruction is not 

specific to the student’s identified problem 

 After-school tutoring 

 Peer tutoring 

 Intersession school 

 Compass Learning, Istation, Lexia, computer time 

 Progress monitoring without targeted intervention 

 Parental contact 

 Homework or peer buddies 

 Retention 

 In- or out-of-school suspension 

When reviewing teacher documentation, one should look for teacher fidelity (documentation did take 

place every three weeks).  The progress monitoring data in intervention documentation was aligned with the 

targeted area of need. Also ensure that journal entries are made in the SCE at-risk file, not made as notes. 

We must confirm that teachers follow documentation protocol in order to determine if interventions were 

used consistently and accurately to explain the student's lack of response or improvement. RTI is built on the 

idea of intervening early to prevent failure and to maximize the effectiveness of grade level curriculum and 

instruction. It is not an initiative or program, but rather a framework for providing high quality curriculum and 

instruction to all students and intervention support for some students. 
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