
Montwood Writerʼs Workshop                                               Prompts for Reader Feedback

Directions for the Writer: Assign your reader one or two of the prompts below.

Directions for the Reader: Spend five to ten minutes responding in writing to the prompts 
assigned by the writer.  

1.  What do you think or feel, moment by moment, as you read this writing?  
Explain everything, even if you are getting distracted and thinking of other things.  
Be clear when in the writing these things happen to you.

2.  What would your gut response to this writing be?  Describe any reaction you 
want to but explain how the writing is making you think or feel that way.

3.  Summarize what the writer is saying.

4.  Summarize what you think the writer is trying to say.

5.  Summarize what you wish the writer was saying.  What direction do you wish 
the writer would take with this piece?

6.  Point out specific words, phrases or sentences that stuck out for you.  Try to 
explain why you picked those lines.

7.  What else that you have read (or seen on movies or television) does this 
make you think of and why?

8.  What questions do you have?  After reading the writing, what donʼt you know 
or understand that you would like to?

9.  Describe the voice in the writing.  Donʼt describe the writer sitting across from 
you; describe what someone would think the writer would look like from reading 
the writing.  Use images, similes and metaphors to create a visual image of the 
writer.  

10. What do you want the writer to say next?

11.  Act like a critic.  Give a review of the writing.
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Directions for the Writer - Look over the prompts below.  Use at least two to work through in 
order to generate more writing for your piece (or rearrange what you have written).  It is often 
helpful to let a reader choose which prompts you most need to use.  You probably wonʼt want 
to use everything you write in response to these prompts (and you might want to put back 
something that one of the prompts had you cut), but choose the best ideas and lines from all 
your writing and revise to make them work together.  

1.  Take out the first paragraph (or stanza) of your writing.  Write a new one to replace it.

2.  Find a place in your writing where you need to say more.  Time yourself.  Make yourself 
write for ten minutes about this part of your writing.  Do not stop writing for anything, even a 
lack of ideas.  If you canʼt think of anything then just write, “I donʼt know what to say next” until 
something else occurs to you.

3.  Choose your favorite line from your writing.  Rewrite it at the top of a page and then write a 
page responding to it.

4.  Choose your favorite line from your writing.  Throw it out.  Write a page to replace it.

5.  Find the heart of your writing.  Where are you closest to saying what you want to say?  
Where is your writing not about this idea?

6.  Find a part of your essay that is not working for you.  Cut it and write a new section to 
replace it.

7.  Write about what someone other than your intended audience would think about your 
writing.  (If you are writing this for a teacher to read, then what would your best friend think.  If 
you are writing a letter to the principal, then what your mother think.  etc.)

8.  Find a place in your writing where you make a claim that someone else might disagree with.  
Write about what proof it would take to convince someone who strongly disagrees that what 
you say is true.  

9.  Write out a story from your own experience (or from something youʼve read) that isnʼt part of 
your writing but is related.  

10. Take out the last paragraph (or stanza) of your writing.  Write a new one to replace it.

11. Get a pair of scissors and cut a copy of your writing up into sections.  These can be 
phrases, sentences, paragraphs, etc. but should each express a particular thought.  Rearrange 
the sections as best you can to make sense of them.  Get rid of any that seem to repeat the 
same idea.  (You may also ask someone else to rearrange them for you and see how their 
order is different than yours.)


